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Growing  Hunger 
For  More  Cafes 
On  24th  Street 

By  Liz  Highleyman 


Reign  of  the  Rat:  A  Medical  Thriller  from  Our  Local  Expert  on  Leprosy 


ingful  work  in  countries  such  as  Nepal, 
Yemen,  Ethiopia,  and,  of  course,  India. 
Additionally,  he  has  helped  the  American 
Academy  of  Ophthalmology  establish  a 
registry  for  American  and  Canadian  oph¬ 
thalmologists  to  work  overseas. 

In  1995,  Smolin  was  honored  as  the 
first  recipient  of  the  Francis  I.  Proctor 
Foundation  Humanitarian  Award.  The 
Proctor  Foundation  is  a  research  unit  of 
UCSF,  which  conducts  training  and  re¬ 
search  in  ocular  diseases.  Smolin  also  sees 
patients  in  his  private  practice  in  San  Bruno. 

As  for  writing  a  novel,  Smolin  ap¬ 
proached  that  challenge  as  he  has  his  pro¬ 
fession — he  jumped  in  with  both  feet.  He 
isn’t  entirely  a  stranger  to  writing,  having 
penned  or  edited  eight  textbooks,  with  ti¬ 
tles  such  as  The  Cornea,  Ocular  Im¬ 
munology,  and  Infectious  Diseases  of  the 
Eye.  He  admits,  however,  that  he  doesn’t 
really  enjoy  academic  writing. 

“Writing  of  science  I  found  is  very  un¬ 
pleasant,  and  it’s  hard  work,”  he  says. 
“All  the  rewards  occur  after  the  work  is 
finished.  With  fiction,  the  actual  process 
of  writing  is  what  I  enjoy  very  much.” 

For  the  past  10  years,  Smolin  has  “dab¬ 
bled”  in  writing  fiction.  In  recent  years, 
he  has  cut  down  the  amount  of  time  he 
spends  on  his  private  practice  and  uni- 
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Neighborhood 
Likes  Victorian 
Facade  of  New 
Lunny  House 


By  Carrie  M.  Anders 

Anew  residential-commercial  devel¬ 
opment  that  once  drew  fierce  oppo¬ 
sition — the  building  would  be  too  big  and 
too  ugly — is  now  attracting  good  reviews 
as  it  nears  completion  in  downtown  Noe 
Valley. 

Shoppers  and  merchants  along  24th 
Street  got  their  first  glimpse  of  the  proj¬ 
ect  last  month  after  construction  crews  re¬ 
moved  metal  scaffolding  and  took  down 
adust-protection  barrier  that  had  shrouded 
the  building  while  work  was  under  way. 

The  unveiling  revealed  a  four-story 
structure  whose  facade  was  elegantly 
dressed  in  Victoriana,  with  bay  windows 
and  balconies  on  the  second  and  third 
floors,  and  painted  in  harmonious  hues  of 
maroon,  gold,  beige,  and  dark  gray. 

The  building,  located  across  from  Bell 
Market  at  3953  24th  Street,  contains  six 
condominiums  that  will  be  sold  to  seniors, 
and  two  ground-floor  commercial  spaces. 
The  development  replaced  the  Lunny 
House,  a  century-old  residence  that  had 
deteriorated  into  a  neighborhood  eyesore. 

Local  psychotherapist  Susan  Frankel  said 
she  was  more  than  pleased  with  the  archi¬ 
tectural  aesthetics  of  the  new  building  and 
the  way  it  blended  in  with  other  Victorian 
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Most  observers  say  they  are  pleased  with  the  looks  of  the  new  building  that  has  replaced  the 
105-year-old  Lunny  House  on  24th  Street.  The  development,  which  will  house  six  residences 
for  seniors  and  two  ground-floor  commercial  businesses,  had  to  run  the  gauntlet  of 
neighborhood  groups  before  winning  city  approval.  Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


The  San  Francisco  Planning  Depart¬ 
ment  is  in  the  process  of  drafting  an 
amendment  to  the  zoning  code  that  could 
allow  new  restaurants  to  locate  on  Noe 
Valley’s  main  commercial  strip  for  the 
first  time  in  nearly  20  years. 

The  proposed  change  would  loosen  a 
1987  moratorium  barring  new  full-ser¬ 
vice  restaurants,  fast-food  outlets,  coffee 
shops,  and  bars  on  24th  Street  between 
Chattanooga  and  Diamond  streets.  Cur¬ 
rently,  the  only  way  a  new  food  operation 
can  come  in  is  if  an  existing  eating  es¬ 
tablishment  leaves. 

The  move  was  spurred  in  part  by  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  neighborhood  residents  conducted 
last  spring  by  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley. 
Results  of  the  survey — and  discussion  at 
a  subsequent  community  meeting  last 
June — revealed  that  many  residents 
wanted  more  high-quality  local  eateries 
offering  a  wider  range  of  culinary 
choices.  After  that  meeting,  the  Friends 
formed  a  subcommittee  to  look  at  ways 
to  bring  about  such  a  change. 

“It’s  been  20  years  [since  the  morato¬ 
rium  was  put  in  place],  and  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  has  changed  quite  a  bit,”  said  sub¬ 
committee  member  Clark  Moscrip,  a  30- 
year  Noe  Valley  resident.  “This  is  simply 
a  question  of  exploring  whether  the  com¬ 
munity  would  like  to  have  the  opportunity 
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which  the  victim  loses  sensation  because 
the  nerves  are  no  longer  working.  A  per¬ 
son’s  tissues  become  unresponsive,  and 
because  they  don’t  heal  well,  infections 
occur.”  These  in  turn  can  affect  the  eyes 
and  lead  to  blindness.  (According  to  the 
World  Health  Organization,  almost  half  a 
million  people  worldwide  suffer  from 
leprosy,  also  called  Hanson’s  Disease.) 

After  he  arrived  in  India,  Smolin  was 
quite  moved  by  the  spirituality  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  he  met,  as  well  as  by  their  tremendous 
need  for  modem,  up-to-date  medical  sys¬ 
tems.  “If  half  the  ophthalmologists  in  San 
Francisco  left  tomorrow,  we  would  still 
have  plenty  of  practicing  ophthalmolo¬ 
gists,”  he  says.  “But  in  some  countries, 
like  Gambia  for  example,  there  is  only 
one  ophthalmologist  in  the  entire  country.” 

Recognizing  that  he  could  have  a  much 
bigger  impact  in  developing  nations  than 
here  in  resource-rich  United  States,.. 
Smolin  decided  to  dedicate  a  part  of  his 
already  busy  schedule  each  year  to  rais¬ 
ing  awareness  and  traveling  abroad.  He 
eventually  set  up  a  microbiology  labora¬ 
tory  at  Aravind  Eye  Hospital  in  Madurai, 
India,  where  researchers  conduct  studies 
on  the  affects  of  diet  on  cataract  devel¬ 
opment,  among  other  projects.  He  also 
helped  found  the  DeLoris  Lange  Foun¬ 
dation,  a  public  charity  that  funds  trips 
taken  by  doctors  who  want  to  do'mean- 


By  Olivia  Boler 

While  chatting  with  Noe  Valley  au¬ 
thor  Gil  Smolin,  whose  debut 
novel.  Reign  of  the  Rat,  hits  the  book¬ 
shelves  May  1,  one  has  to  decide  which 
is  more  interesting — his  life  or  his  fiction. 
Smolin,  69,  is  a  doctor  of  medicine  spe¬ 
cializing  in  ophthalmology  and  infectious 
diseases,  and  his  skills  have  taken  him 


all  over  the  globe,  including  several  trips 
to  India  to  work  with  patients  afflicted 
with  leprosy. 

It  all  started  in  1985  when  a  friend 
asked  Smolin,  who  is  a  professor  and  re¬ 
searcher  at  the  University  of  California 
Medical  Center  in  San  Francisco,  if  he 
would  travel  to  India  to  work  with  leprosy 
patients  and  lecture  on  the  disease.  “Lep¬ 
rosy,”  Smolin  explains,  “is  a  disease  in 


After  a  long  career  of  treating  the  sick — both  here  and  in  Asia  and  Africa — Dr.  Gil  Smolin 
has  published  his  first  novel.  His  book  party  is  May  21,  7  p.m.,  at  Cover  to  Cover. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Three  Generations  on  24th.  Noe  Valley  natives  Theresa  Maloney  Hughes  and  baby  Sara  (3  '/2  months)  offer  their  pleasant  dispositions  for  Grandma  Cathey  Maloney 
at  Noe  Courts  park.  While  Cathey  Maloney  wasn’t  born  here,  she  has  lived  on  24th  Street  for  60  years.  Happy  Mother’s  Day,  everybody! 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard  (a  mom  herself) 


m  -  mi.  °  ■*  o  - 

<3^ 


a (' a (te 


MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
Straus  Family  Dairy  Products 
Housemade  Prepared  Foods 
Artisan  Breads 
Great  Wines  and  Cheese 


Our 

House-Smoked 
Salmon  was  named 
’one  of  the  "125  Best 
Things  to  Eat"  by 
San  Francisco l 
Magazine / 


Check  out  our  catering  menu 
and  gift  brochure  at  i 
i  www.biritemarket.com  i 


J  expanded  meat 
{  department 

1  exclusively 

*  featuring  Niman 

2  Ranch  Meats 


Honored 

one  of  then 
reasons  to  // 
San  Francisc 

7X7  Magazj 


3639  -  I8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 
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WINNER^ 

fan  Jffcmcfew  ©jrtmkk 

Readers’  Choice  Award  -  Best  Real  Estate  Agent 

TOP  PRODUCER 


■YOUR  NOE  VALLEY  EXPERT 


REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 


www.linda-gordon.com 
415-861-5222  ext.380 


email: 

sold@linda-gordon.com 


REAL  ESTATE 


555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


LINDA  LIVES  AND  BREATHES 

REAL  ESTATE! 


her 


i ,  loves  to  look  at  houses. 

She  genu, nely  love  Mi.smmadethe 

enthusiasm  an  p  truly 

hunt  so  much  more  enjoyable  and  w 

found  the  house  of  our  dreams. 


we  found  Linda! 


We  are  so  happy 
Birke  Reimnitz  and  Ron  Calabrese 


We  have  both  worhed  with  mauy 

realtors  in  our  lifetime,  But  you, 

Gordon  are  absolutely  the  most 
professional  and  efferent  we  have 
ever  worked  with. 

T^you.tlumEyon.t^y-1 
still  take  the  SP  Cftrontele,  so  when 
thoy  select  the  best  realtor,  we  t  t 
you  should  be  voted  the  Best  Realtor 

of  tfie  Decade.' 

Sincere  Cy, 

Jan  tf  ^9  Ohtssen 


Dedicated  to  supporting  charities. 

From  each  sale  I  donate  a  portion  to  Alzheimer’s 
research  and  to  breast  &  ovarian  cancer  research. 

LET’S  FIND  A  CURE! 


Pristine!  40’s  Style  Home  Located  on  Cul  de  Sac! 
Enclosed  Tunnel  Entrance 

3  Bedrooms  - 1  Full  Deco  Era  Bath  -  Garage  +  Storage  +  .5  Bath 
Eat-in  Kitchen  &  Formal  Dining  Room  -  Living  Room  with 
Fireplace  -  All  Bedrooms  with  garden  views  -  Beautiful  Wood 
Floors  -  Bernal  Hill  Views  from  Garden 
Easy  Access  to  Transportation 


Noe  Valley  View  Home 


Charming  2  Level  Art  Deco  Style 

3  Bedrooms  (per  tax  detail  report)  - 1  Full  Deco  Era  Bath  -  One 
Car  Garage  +  Storage  Area  -  Kitchen  with  Open  Dining  Area  - 
Living  Room  with  Fireplace  -  View  Decks/Patio  off  each 
Bedroom  -  Beautiful  Wood  Floors 
A  Real  Gem! 

KY',  ScSS' 


The  Best  of  Everything. ..Noe  Valley 
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Markets 


ORGANIC 


Fresh 

Sweet 

Raspberries 

6  oz. 


Fresh 

Organic 

Carrots 

Bunch 


With  CLUB  Buy  2  Save  7.98  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .80  each  or  More 


Fresh  Organic 
Golden  Delicious 
Apples 


Fresh 

Organic 

Roma  Tomatoes 


Fresh  Organic 
Red  or  Green 


Fresh  Sweet 
Organic 

Valencia  Oranges 


Chard 

each 


S’  lb. 

With  CLUB 


I-  lb. 

With  CLUB 


S  lb. 

With  CLUB 


With  CLUB 


t ft  GROW 


Fresh  Organic  (T 

Green  ~  g) 

Onions 


Fresh  Organic 
Baby  Peeled 
Carrots 

16  oz. 


Fresh 

Organic 

Edamame 

12  oz. 

8  oz.  pkg.  2/$8  with  Club 


Fresh  Sweet 
Organic 

Honeydew  Melon 


Bunch 


L-  lb. 

With  CLUB 


With  CLUB 


With  CLUB 


With  CLUB 


Fresh  Sweet  Gala  or 
Granny  Smith 
Organic  Apples 


Fresh 

Organic 

Wheatgrass 


Fresh  Organic 
Sweet  D’Anjou  or 
Packham  Pears 


Fresh  Organic 
Red  or  Green 
Leaf  Lettuce 

Each 


Each 


L  lb. 

With  CLUB 


»-  ea. 

With  CLUB 


With  CLUB 


With  CLUB 
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LOOK  FOR 
THESE 
[SHELF 
TAGS 
THROUGH 
OUTTHE 
I  STORE! 


610673-6  PROD  G 

.  _  ORGANIC 

IQ  artichokes 


Fresh  Organic 
Spring  Salad 


Horizon 

Organic 


Selected  Varieties 
64  oz.  ctn. 


With  CLUB  Save  1.00  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  2.00  per  lb.  or  More 


Horizon 
Organic 
Large  Eggs 

1  Dozen  ctn. 


Fresh  Sweet 

Organic 

Mangos 


Horizon 

Organic 

Yogurt 

Selected  Varieties 
6  oz. 


Fresh 

Organic 

Zucchini 


With  CLUB 


With  CLUB 


Mver 


Clover 
Natural 
Cottage  Cheese 

Selected  Wrieties 
16  oz. 


Clover 
Natural 
Sour  Cream 

Selected  Varieties 
16  oz. 


Fresh 

Organic 

Carrots 

16  oz. 


Fresh 
Organic 
Green  Kale 


s'  ea. 
With  CLUB 


►i  Oip»£  ’> 


Clover 

Natural 

Buttermilk 

32  oz. 


Strauss 

Organic 

Butter 

Regular  or  Sweet 


Fresh  Sweet 
Organic  Fuji  or 
Pink  Lady  Apples 


Fresh 
Organic 
Medjool  Dates 

12  oz. 


With  CLUB 


With  CLUB 


ORGANIC 
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seem 


:A  94123 


DAILY  YOGA  CLASSES 


•  daily  yoga  classes  • 
iyengar  •  astanga  •  prenatal 
mom  &  baby  •  introduction  to  yoga 
•  community  class  (special  rates)  • 

or 


1500  CASTRO  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94114 
415-824-5657 

www.opendooryoga.com  * 

CALL  OR  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  FOR  A  COMPLETE  SCHEDULE 


Brown  Cow 

Yogurt  Quarts 

32  oz.  -Plain  -reg  2.69 


■  Oil! PD  cloverDairy 

Organic  Milk  Gallons 
STORNETTA  all  varieties 


$2.29  32  oz.  -Flavored  -reg  3.69  Wallaby  ^ 

$3.19  Organic  Lowfat  Yogurt 

■  oil  flai/nre 

4  for  $3 


all  flavors 
6  oz.  -reg  1  09 


128  oz.  -reg  5.89 


Organic  Half  &  Half 

602  9  89  2  for  $3 


$5.39 


Pavel's 

PAVE LrS  ^MSSZfln  Style 
— anS:  Whole  Milk 

voeaBT  .  Yogurt 

$3.29  32  oz.  -reg  3.69 


Kettle  Foods 

Baked.  Potato 
Chips 


fomsC  sggjjl; 

It  _ 


R.W.  Knudsen 


Organic  Cage-Free 
Brown  Eggs  $3.59 


Newman’s  Own 

an  varieties  ^  Fig  Newmans  2  for  $5 

32  oz.  -reg  2.29 

4  for  $5, 


Lowfat 

4  oz.  -reg  3V49 


For  Qoodntu  Sake 


Large  Dozen  -reg  3.99 


2  for  $5 


Organic 
Whipping 
Cream 

16  oz.  -reg  3.59 

$3.19 

Clover  Cottage  Cheese 

$3.99 


all  varieties 
32  oz.  -reg  4.49 


Sale  Prices  effective 
May  2  -  May  22,  2005 


Free  Parking 


Across  the  Street 


Aseptic  Juice  Boxes 

3x8  oz.  -reg  2.89  3  f  Q  f  $  g 

Clover  Dairy 

Natural  Yogurt  Quarts 

all  flavors  v 

32  oz.  -reg  3.49  $2.99 


Store  Hours: 
8:00am  -  9:00pm 

Every  Day! 


We  Accept 

ATM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  A  Visa 
Cash  A  Checks 


12  oz.  -reg  3.69 


.  ,  — - -  Sahara  Natural  Foods,  Inc 

Casbah 

Mediterranean  Specialties 

all  varieties  £  A  ^ 

8-10  oz.  -reg  2.19  J  TOT  D 


Imagine  Foods 

Heartwise  Rice  *  * 

Beverage 

32  oz.  -reg  2.49 


BEN&. 

JERRY’S 

Vermont’s  Finest  Ice  Cream, 
Frozen  Yogurt  6?  Sorbet 


ATM 


Parking  Lot  ! 


me 


3  for  $5 


Elec.  Food  Stamps  A  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 
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>LE 

pJL^_92J-6000  I  F( 

921' 6000  II  f^ggtpiLE  /I 

hjll&cq  J  921 

t  i?  rn  ra  92i-fi«oo  I!  p( _ 

•1-6000  I  F^S§53lE  ll 

S3le  I  ^DLL&CQjpL  921 

"  FTt  IT  921'6nnn  II  F<gc£fi 
^ooo^^lj  f^Iol HILL& 

'dTe  |  HILL&CQ rL  921  600 
CQ,  r  921~6nnn  |  f^so33l 

io  II  f^loSle  iJ  HILL&c 
lE  I.  Hn x&cQfLssSS 
;o.  r  921'6l)nn  I  FmSLE 

hill&cc 

921-6000 


We  do  a  lot  of  repeat  business... 

Why? 

Because  there  really  a  deference! 


r 


HILL &CO. 


). 


921-6000 


f<^solSle 


f^ESle  1  HILL  &  CO, 

hlll&co 


921-6000 


921-6000 


TTtt 


)LE 


F<£sc£BkE 

hill  &  co. 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


(415)  921-6000  •  www.hill-co.com 
1880  Lombard  St.  •  2107  Union  St.  •  San  Francisco 


QO-i 


L 


Victor  Roraasevitch 


John  Phillip  Santos 


the  second  Sunday  series  presents 

SAN  FRANCISCO  SYMPHONY  MEMBERS’ 
STRING  QUARTET 

a  mother's  day  afternoon  concert 

MAY  8,  2005  5PM  $15.00 

Holy  Innocents’  Episcopal  Church  455  Fair  Oaks  Street  San  Francisco 
www.holyinsf.org  415-824-5142 


Yun  Jie  Liu 


Lawrence  Granger 


THE  PICKLED 
HUTCH 

an  eclectic  mix  of  antiques,  collectibles,  gifts, 
vintage  jewelry  and  clothing,  gardenshop 

1605  Church  Street  at  28th  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415-641-8875  •  www.thepickledhutch.com 


consignment  and  estate  services  available 
Proprietor  •  Lisa  Wilson 
Open  Tue.  -  Sun.  11  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
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www.  noe  valleyvoice  .com 
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August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Friday  of  the  month. 
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Debate  Over  Cell  Phones  and 
Their  Link  to  Health  Damage 

Editor: 

Curious  about  your  March  letter  from 
Nancy  Evans  regarding  the  use  of  cell 
phones,  I  went  to  the  Internet  sites  that  she 
cited.  Here’s  what  I  read  from  a  summary 
of  an  article  which  she  used  as  a  refer¬ 
ence:  “The  main  conclusion  is  that  there 
is  no  hard  evidence  at  present  that  the 
health  of  the  public,  in  general,  is  being 
affected  adversely  by  the  use  of  mobile 
phone  technologies,  but  uncertainties  re¬ 
main,  and  a  continued  precautionary  ap¬ 
proach  to  their  use  is  recommended  until 
the  situation  is  further  clarified.” 

Sir  William  Stewart,  chairman  of  the 
the  U.K.’s  National  Radiological  Protec¬ 
tion  Board  (NRPB),  repeats  this:  “What 
we  can  say  is  that  there  is  as  yet  no  hard 
evidence  of  adverse  health  effects  on  the 
general  public,  but  because  of  the  current 
uncertainties,  we  recommend  a  continued 
precautionary  approach  to  the  use  of  mo¬ 
bile  phone  technologies.” 

I  agree.  Don’t  use  them  when  driving, 
for  instance.  And  if  you  are  worried  about 
the  health  of  your  children  from  cell  phone 
usage,  then  don’t  let  them  use  them. 

A  second  site  quoted  by  Ms.  Evans  pro¬ 
vides  viewers  with  a  study,  “Mobile 
Phone  Use  and  the  Risk  of  Acoustic  Neu¬ 
roma,”  published  in  Epidemiology  in  No¬ 
vember  2004.  The  study’s  conclusions 
state:  “Our  findings  do  not  indicate  an  in¬ 
creased  risk  of  acoustic  neuroma  related 
to  short-term  mobile  phone  use  after  a 
short  latency  period.  However,  our  data 
suggest  an  increased  risk  of  acoustic  neu¬ 
roma  associated  with  mobile  phone  use  of 
at  least  10  years’  duration.” 

In  other  words,  after  10  years’  use,  you 
may  be  at  somewhat  greater  risk  of  a  tu¬ 
mor  on  the  side  of  your  head  on  which 


you  use  your  cell  phone. 

But  note,  a  second  paper  was  cited  on 
the  same  site  (“Cellular  Telephone  Use 
and  Risk  of  Acoustic  Neuroma,”  by  Helle 
Collatz  Christensen  et  al).  It  concluded 
the  following:  “The  results  of  this  pro¬ 
spective,  population-based,  nationwide 
study,  which  included  a  large  number  of 
long-term  users  of  cellular  telephones,  do 
not  support  an  association  between  cell 
phone  use  and  risk  of  acoustic  neuroma.” 

So  pick  your  expert. 

And  what  about  this  November  2004 
“major  research  analysis”  that  Ms.  Evans 
cites?  According  to  them,  the  analysis 
shows  that  “radio-frequency  radiation 
from  cell  phones  and  antennas  damages 
DNA  ion  human  cells.”  I  dug  it  up.  They 
do  write  that  four  out  of  five  laboratories 
found  “...that  ELF-EMF  had  genotoxic 
effects  on  primary  cell  cultures  of  human 
fibroblasts  and  on  other  cell  lines.” 

,  But  then  they  conclude  under  “Future 
Actions”:  “From  a  scientific  point  of 
view,  it  has  to  be  stated  very  clearly  that 
the  REFLEX  data  do  not  prove  a  causal 
link  between  EMF  exposure  and  any  ad¬ 
verse  health  effects.” 

This  is  probably  a  good  thing.  EMF 
stands  for  electromagnetic  field,  ELF  for 
extremely  low  frequency  radiation.  We’re 
exposed  to  such  every  time  we  turn  a  key 
in  a  car,  put  bread  in  a  toaster,  or  (oh  ho!) 
type  a  letter  to  the  editor  on  a  computer. 
And  in  fact,  perhaps  the  worst  culprit, 
weighing  in  at  an  average  of  170  W/m2, 
is  our  Mr.  Sun,  who  has  been  delivering 
a  total  energy  input  of  about  2.7  x  1024J, 
annually. 

What  do  we  get  from  a  cell-phone  or 
typical  antenna?  Again,  from  the  NRPB 
( www.nrpb.org ):  “Based  on  the  technical 
data,  the  radiated  power  from  antennas 
used  with  macrocellular  base  stations  in 


the  UK  appears  to  range  from  a  few  watts 
to  a  few  tens  of  watts,  with  typical  max¬ 
imum  powers  around  80  W.” 

That’s  about  the  power  of  a  light  bulb. 
I  am  not  trying  to  be  disingenuous  here. 
And  I  would  be  happy  to  see  less  cell  use, 
not  more.  I  am  not  a  supporter  of  Cingu- 
lar  or  its  competitors,  and  I  would  much 
rather  speak  with  Ms.  Evans  in  person 
than  on  a  phone.  However,  I  believe  that 
to  tell  readers  that  there  has  been  a 
“steady  stream  of  research  reports”  which 
“show  a  link  between  cell  phone  use  and 
various  health  effects”  is  just  plain  wrong. 

Owen  Brown 
23rd  Street 

Free  Papers  on  Your  Doorstep — 
Your  Choice 

Editor: 

The  residents  of  Noe  Valley  are  lucky 
to  have  an  excellent,  freely  distributed 
community  newspaper  such  as  the  Voice, 
to  stay  up-to-date  with  what’s  going  on  in 
the  neighborhood.  We  are  proud  to  aug¬ 
ment  this  with  free  coverage  of  city  wide, 
state,  national,  and  international  news  in 
the  San  Francisco  Examiner  and  The  In¬ 
dependent. 

We  have  heard  through  Supervisor  Be- 
van  Dufty’s  office  that  some  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  don’t  wish  to  receive  home 
delivery  of  our  newspapers.  We  want  to 
make  sure  that  our  Noe  Valley  readers 
who  enjoy  the  Examiner  and  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  will  continue  to  do  so,  while 
those  who  may  not  wish  to  receive  the  pa¬ 
pers  don’t. 

If  you  have  any  concerns  about  deliv¬ 
ery  of  our  newspapers — if  you’re  not  re¬ 
ceiving  the  papers  but  would  like  to,  or  if 
you  no  longer  wish  to  receive  them — 
please  contact  us  at  415-359-2665  or  by 
e-mail  at  jgollin@examiner.com  and  give 
us  your  name,  address,  and  phone  number. 

Scott  McKibben 
President  and  Publisher 
San  Francisco  Examiner 
The  Independent  Newspaper  Group 


New  Leaf  Services 

Professional  organizing 


Need  to  free  up  your  living  and  work  space? 
Want  to  gain  control  of  your  time? 


Call  Margaret  for  a  no -obligation  consultation. 

Phone  6go.3/f,2.og8o  www.newleafservices.com 


Invites  you  join  us  for  tu/o  special  upcoming  dinners: 


Dining  from  Head  to  Tail 

Celebrating  the  rich  culinary  tradition  of  respect  for  the  whole  animal 

Monday  May  23, 200s 


Sicilian  Mattanza  Dinner 

Modern-day  lessons  from  the  ancient  bluefin  tuna  hunt 

Monday  June  6, 2005 


For  reservations  &  additional  information  call  ^15-6^1-^500  or  visit  www.incanto.biz 
1550  Church  Street  ( @  Duncan),  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco,  USA 


Bold  &  Beautiful 
Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 
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The  New  Kid  on  the  Block 
Looks  Good 

Kudos  to  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  the 
Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association,  and  the  East  &  West  of  Cas¬ 
tro  Street  Improvement  Club  for  their  ter¬ 
rific  job  in  fighting  for  the  Victorian  ar¬ 
chitectural  aesthetic  of  the  Lunny 
Building  on  24th  Street. 

Change  is  inevitable.  For  those  of  us 
who  are  uncomfortable  with  many  of  the 
changes  that  have  been  visited  upon  Noe 
Valley  since  the  dot-com  era,  this  is  a 
change  that  works  with  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  This  is  a  change  that  I  can  live  with. 
Thank  you. 

Susan  Frankel 
Noe  Valley 

Coit  Tower  Murals  Had  to 
Stand  Up  to  Their  Own  Patriot  Act 

Editor: 

I  enjoyed  the  photo  of  one  of  the  Coit 
Tower  murals  in  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins’  ar¬ 
ticle  about  her  Telegraph  Hill  adventure 
[“Telegraph  Hill  Thrills,”  by  Rosie  Ruley 
Atkins,  April  2005],  Some  details  of  the 
mural,  not  shown  in  the  photo,  reveal 
even  more  “clear  hints  of  the  artist’s  po¬ 
litical  views.” 

The  Coit  Tower  mural  of  a  public  library 
scene  was  painted  by  Bernard  B.  Zakheim. 
The  man  reaching  for  a  book  in  the  paint¬ 
ing  is  fellow  artist  John  Langley  Howard. 
The  book  he  is  reaching  for  is  Das  Kapi- 
tal,  by  Karl  Marx.  He  is  crumpling  a 
newspaper  in  his  other  hand.  Another  fel¬ 
low  artist,  Ralph  Stackpole,  is  reading  a 
newspaper  with  the  headline  “Local 
Artists  Protest  Destruction  of  Rivera’s 
Fresco,”  a  reference  to  the  destruction  of 
Diego  Rivera’s  mural  in  Rockefeller  Cen¬ 
ter  after  Rivera  refused  to  remove  a  por¬ 
trait  of  Lenin,  the  leader  of  the  1 9 1 7  Russ¬ 
ian  revolution.  Another  man  in  the  library 
is  reading  a  headline  about  the  Nazi 
slaughter  in  Austria,  years  before  the  U.S. 
entered  the  war  against  fascism. 

These  details,  and  more,  help  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  the  powers-that-be  launched  an 
all-out  political  attack  on  the  Coit  Tower 
murals  as  they  were  nearing  completion 
in  early  1934.  As  a  result,  the  opening  of 
the  murals  was  delayed  for  months.  This 
was  the  same  year  that  saw  the  bitter  mar¬ 
itime  worker  strike  that  led  to  the  deaths 
of  several  workers  on  “Bloody  Thurs¬ 
day,”  and  then  to  San  Francisco’s  great 
General  Strike.  The  murals  did  not  open 
until  after  the  strike  was  settled,  and  only 
after  a  controversial  slogan,  which  read 
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“Workers  of  the  World  Unite”  was  re¬ 
moved  from  one  of  the  murals. 

For  years  afterward,  the  murals  suf¬ 
fered  from  vandalism.  In  1953,  at  the 
height  of  the  McCarthy  era,  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Chronicle  asked,  “Is  this  art  or 
merely  grotesque  rebellion  of  starved 
souls  against  the  existing  order?” 

In  1960,  the  blacklist  still  in  force,  the 
Coit  Tower  murals  were  closed,  and 
stayed  closed  until  1977.  Just  a  few  years 
ago,  the  city  tried  to  charge  $5  or  $6  per 
head  to  view  the  murals,  but  fortunately 
that  experiment  didn’t  last  too  long.  In 
these  days  of  endless  war  and  growing 
neo-fascism,  the  Coit  Tower  murals  are  a 
treasure  we  should  protect. 

The  story  of  the  murals  is  told  well  in 
Masha  Zakheim  Jewett’s  book  Coit 
Tower,  San  Francisco:  Its  History  and  Art. 

Marc  Norton 
29th  Street 
nortonsf@ix.netcom.com 

Kiwi’s  Great  Adventure 

Editor: 

The  Reeds  of  Chattanooga  Street 
would  like  to  thank  the  third  grade  at  Edi¬ 
son  Elementary  School  for  finding  and 
taking  care  of  our  pet  bird  Kiwi! 

In  February,  our  pet  ring-neck  parrot 
Kiwi  was  missing  one  day  when  we  came 
home.  Two  days  later,  we  had  posted 
“Missing  Parrot”  printouts  throughout  the 
neighborhood.  Although  we  had  little 
hope  at  the  time,  within  hours  of  having 
posted  the  signs,  we  received  two  calls, 
the  second  one  from  Ms.  Taxin  and  the 
third  grade  at  Edison  School. 

One  of  the  students  had  found  Kiwi  in 
the  playground.  The  whole  class  had 
taken  him  in,  fed  him  and  helped  him,  as 
he  was  shivering,  scared,  and  hungry 
from  his  big  two-day  adventure.  Much  to 
our  surprise,  at  the  same  time  that  we  had 
made  our  missing  bird  poster,  the  third- 
graders  had  made  their  own.  We  now 
proudly  have  over  a  dozen  beautiful 
drawings  of  Kiwi.  As  a  reward,  the  class 
was  invited  to  our  house  to  see  where 
Kiwi  lived  and  have  homemade  cookies 
and  milk.  They  made  a  book  called 
“Kiwi’s  Great  Adventure”  with  many 
wonderful  imaginative  stories  of  Kiwi’s 
two  days  out  in  the  world. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  whole  grade 


DANU  HAIR  DESIGN 

Real  People  /  Real  Hair 

your  life  •  your  look  •  your  choice 


$15.00 

off  initial  color  or  full  hi-lite 

$10.00 

off  haircut 


Danu  Hair  Design  •  1304  A  Castro  at  24th 
415.643.4405  offer  good  until  ends  -  may  not 

be  combined  with  any  other 

WWW.danuhairdesign.com  offer  -  one  time  use  only 
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on  behalf  of  our  family  and  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Kiwi  is  at  home  and  happy,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  drawings  and  photos  of 
his  new  friends  in  the  third  grade.  Thank 
you  all  so  much. 

The  Reeds 
Chattanooga  Street 

How  Small  Is  a  Small  Business? 

Editor: 

While  your  “Bylines”  essay  on  small 
businesses  in  Noe  Valley — written  by 
Carol  Yenne  of  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association — focused 
on  Mom  and  Pop  businesses,  the  statis¬ 
tics  in  the  box  accompanying  it  referred 
to  a  much  larger  group  of  businesses. 
When  you  hear  statistics  about  small 
businesses,  what  do  you  think  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  size  is?  Twelve  employees? 
Fewer  than  50  employees?  Five  hundred 
thousand  in  annual  sales? 

According  to  the  U.S.  Small  Business 
Administration,  the  source  of  statistics  in 
the  sidebar  to  your  story,  the  size  standard 
is  fewer  than  500  employees  for  most 
manufacturing  and  mining  industries, 
100  employees  for  all  wholesale  trade  in¬ 
dustries,  and  for  the  category  most  Noe 
Valley  businesses  would  fall  into,  retail 
and  service  industries,  $6  million  in  an¬ 
nual  gross  revenue  (http://www.sha 
.govlsizelindexfaqs.html). 

Most  of  the  local  businesses  your  arti¬ 
cle  described  probably  started  out  as  re¬ 
ally  small  businesses — microenterprises. 
Microenterprises  are  businesses  that  can 
be  started  with  five  or  fewer  employees 
and  $35,000  or  less  in  capital.  According 
to  the  California  Association  for  Mi¬ 
croenterprise  Opportunity,  the  more  than 
2.5  million  microenterprises  in  California 
account  for  17.6  percent  of  all  employ¬ 
ment  in  our  state,  approximately  the  same 
percentage  of  employment  as  the  21.5 
million  microenterprises  nationwide. 

Kelly  Satumo 
Wisconsin  Street 


Seniors  Need  Those  Seats 

Editor: 

A  sign  in  the  Muni  reads:  “Federal  Law 
49  CFR.37.167  Requires  That  These 
Seats  Must  Be  Vacated  for  Seniors  and 
Disabled  Persons.” 

Currently,  the  law  is  ignored,  with  the 
seats  occupied  by  20-year-olds  while  80- 
year-old  seniors  on  crutches  are  forced  to 
stand.  What  is  Muni  doing  about  it? 

M.  J.  Groff 
Topaz  Way 

Excuse  Us,  Mr.  Roosevelt 

Editor: 

Great  photo  of  auto  climbing  the  hill  on 
Duncan  Street  [in  the  April  Fool’s  section 
of  last  month’s  issue].  However,  you  state 
in  the  caption  that  FDR  was  the  3 1  st  pres¬ 
ident.  He  was  the  32nd.  Hoover  was  the 
31st.  I  like  your  paper  talking  about  Noe 
Valley.  I  was  bom  and  raised  in  the  Eu¬ 
reka  Valley.  I  remember  the  Castro  cable 
car,  the  #8  streetcar — those  were  the  good 
old  days  of  7-cent  fares  and  free  transfers, 
5-cent  sugar  doughnuts  from  the  Eureka 
Bakery  on  Castro  Street,  25  cents  to  see 
a  double  feature,  newsreel,  cartoon,  and 
serial.  Keep  up  the  good  work.  Too  bad 
the  Eureka  Valley  doesn’t  have  a  paper  to 
bring  back  memories,  and  current  news. 

Ronald  Fitzgerald 
Via  e-mail 

Editor’s  Note:  There  were  a  few  other 
things  wrong  with  that  FDR  photo,  but 
those  were  intentional!  Thank  you, 
Ronald  Fitzgerald,  for  setting  us  straight. 
Readers,  if  you  missed  the  April  Fool’s 
pages  in  last  month's  issue,  the  photo  and 
other  dubious  news  features  are  stored  in 
our  archives  at  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 


CORRECTION 

In  the  April  edition  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  our  Rumors  Behind  the  News  col¬ 
umn  listed  the  cross  street  for  The  Pick- 
led  Hutch  antique  shop  as  Duncan  Street. 
In  fact,  the  store  is  located  at  1605  Church 
Street  near  28th  Street.  That’s  the  comer 
with  Chuck’s  Sun  Valley  Dairy.  We  apol¬ 
ogize  for  the  error. 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters 
to  the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Please  include  your  name,  address, 
and  phone  number.  (Anonymous 
letters  will  not  be  considered  for 
publication.)  Be  aware  that  letters 
may  be  edited  for  brevity  or  clarity. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you. 


“An  Indian  place 
that's  inexpensive 
and  elegant...” 

SF  Weekly 
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Indian  Cuisine 


Outdoor  Catering  •  Weddings  •  Parties 

FREE  DELIVERY! 

Limited  Area 

The  same  delicious  food  from  the  former  owner  of 
Scenic  India  Restaurant 
at  16th  and  Valencia 


1007  Guerrero  Street  at  22nd  Street 
415-282-6444  •  415-282-6544  fax 
Visit  www.essenceofindiasf.com 


Lunch:  Sat  -  Sun  11:30  am  -  2:30  pm 

Dinner:  Sun  -  Thur  5  pm  - 10  pm 
Fri  -  Sat:  5  pm  -  11  pm 


mm 
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Help  us  make  Noe  Valley  sparkle! 


SATURDAY,  MAY  14 

r  * 

9:00  am  -  12:00  noon 
Meet  @  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Parking  Lot 
(24th  between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg) 

Target  areas:  24th  Street,  Noe  Courts,  Outer  Church 


***AII  clean-up  equipment  will  be  provided*** 


All  ages  welcome! 


Free  breakfast! 


Sponsored  by  the  East  &  West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club 
and  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (www.friendsofnoevalley.com) 


Q2XXQ? 

We  feature  many  lines 
including 
these  local  and 
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independent  talents 

U4ybug  U4ybug 

Baby  Jak 

Greeting  carets  and  gifts 

Mixt  Bags 

Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 

Baby  Blossoms 

3870-24tb  Street 

Speesees 

(between  Sanchez and  Vicksburg) 

(415)  824-KISS  , 

Lisa's  Gar4en 

U4ybugh4ybug.com 

Lotus 

PICTURE  FRAMING 
AND  LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 

Serving  the  Mission  District  for  over  19  years 
CUSTOM  OR  DO-IT-YOURSELF  FRAMING 

PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


STILL  the 
BEST  frame  shop 
in  San  Francisco. 


mgsmei® 


Frameless  lacquered  prints. 

Decorator  mirrors,  wholesale  to  the  public 
Saturday  sidewalk  sales. 

Wide  variety  of  decorator  prints. 


mm. 


934  Valencia  Street  @  20th  415  826  2321 
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for  20%  Off  Alt  Services 
New  Clients  Only 


Lunny  House 
Turns  Into  a  Swan 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

and  Edwardian  properties  in  the  area. 

“It’s  a  pretty  building,”  marveled 
Frankel.  “It  looks  like  it’s  part  of  the 
neighborhood.” 

Frankel  said  she  didn’t  take  to  the  de¬ 
velopment  at  first.  “I’ve  had  trouble  with 
some  of  the  tearing  down  of  old  build¬ 
ings,”  she  said.  But  “when  I  saw  what  [the 
developers]  had  done,  I  was  certainly 
happier.” 

The  Sidewalk  Is  Back 

The  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Pro¬ 
fessionals  Association  was  among  sev¬ 
eral  groups  with  reservations  about  initial 
plans  for  the  complex.  The  developers 
“did  a  really  nice  job,”  Association  Pres¬ 
ident  Carol  Yenne  said  about  the  finished 
product.  “1  haven’t  heard  anything  nega¬ 
tive  at  all.” 

In  fact,  the  development  has  become  a 
welcome  addition  to  a  block  of  24th  Street 
— between  Sanchez  and  Noe  streets — 
that  has  endured  more  than  its  share  of 
economic  and  political  stress  recently. 

“Hallelujah,”  said  Teresa  Gay,  who  op¬ 
erates  La  Coterie  Style  Studio,  a  women’s 
clothing  store  a  few  doors  away  from  the 
new  complex.  “There  was  a  party  in  here 
when  the  scaffolding  came  down  [be¬ 
cause]  we’ve  been  in  the  ‘construction 
zone’  for  almost  a  year  now.” 

Nearby  merchants  said  the  scaffolding 
had  created  a  dark  and  uncomfortable 
area  where  shoppers  didn’t  want  to  walk, 
and  “that  hurt  merchants”  on  the  south 
side  of  the  block.  With  the  work  platform 
gone.  Gay  said  her  block  is  “really  start¬ 
ing  to  shape  up.” 

Two  other  businesses  near  the  condo 


complex  are  having  a  positive  impact  as 
well,  said  Yenne.  Noe  Knit,  a  knitting 
supply  store  next  door  to  the  new  build¬ 
ing,  opened  in  February  after  a  full  reno¬ 
vation  of  Colorcrane’s  old  storefront.  On 
the  other  side  is  Fresca,  a  Peruvian  eatery 
that  is  expected  to  start  operation  in  May, 
16  months  after  the  closing  of  Tien  Fu 
Restaurant. 

“The  whole  block  is  settling  down,” 
said  Yenne.  Only  Fresh  Organics/Real 
Food  Company,  which  has  been  mired  in 
employee  and  renovation  disputes  since 
August  of  2003,  remains  empty. 

Small  Condos  Designed  for 
Seniors  62  and  Up 

Back  at  the  old  Lunny  House  site,  some 
work  remains  to  be  done  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  building.  But  the  developers 
have  started  preliminary  marketing  to  sell 
the  small  condos.  They  include  a  studio 
of  approximately  400  square  feet;  a  one- 
bedroom,  one-bath  unit  with  about  450 
square  feet;  and  four  one-bedroom,  two- 
bath  units  with  700  to  750  square  feet. 

Prices  for  the  market-rate  condos  have 
not  been  finalized,  said  Eileen  Long,  one  of 
the  developers  and  a  real  estate  agent  with 
B.J.  Droubi  &  Company  on  24th  Street. 

Buyers  must  be  seniors  at  least  62 
years  old — part  of  the  deal  the  develop¬ 
ers  struck  with  city  officials  and  the 
neighborhood.  Long  said  buyers  most 
likely  would  be  homeowners  who  want  to 
downsize  after  raising  families,  but  “want 
to  stay  in  the  city  and  stay  specifically  in 
Noe  Valley,  which  has  all  the  amenities.” 

No  leases  have  been  signed  for  the 
commercial  space,  although  there  has 
been  lots  of  interest,  according  to  Long. 
“The  building  is  exactly  as  we  envi¬ 
sioned,”  she  said.  “We’ve  gotten  very 
positive  feedback.” 

Yenne  also  notes  that  there  is  “a  lot  of 
demand”  in  Noe  Valley  for  business 
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space,  and  the  new  building  represents 
“one  of  the  few  things  available”  along 
the  commercial  shopping  strip. 

“A  Classic  Compromise” 

Few  would  have  predicted  the  positive 
glow  that -now  bathes  the  development, 
which  was  designed  by  Drake  Gardner  of 
Zone  Design  Development  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

“Early  on,  it  was  very  frustrating,”  ad¬ 
mitted  Long,  who  teamed  up  with  Jere¬ 
miah  Cullinane  and  Denis  Cullinane  to 
purchase  the  Lunny  House  in  2002  for 
$700,000.  The  modest,  two-story  home 
had  been  uninhabited  for  years  after  the 
deaths  of  Robert  and  Evelyn  Lunny. 

A  number  of  preservationist-minded 
residents  didn’t  want  to  see  the  home, 
built  in  1900,  tom  down.  But  many  more 
neighborhood  activists,  including  mem¬ 
bers  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  the  East  & 
West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club, 
and  Jersey  Street  Neighbors,  complained 
about  the  new  project’s  height  and  bulk, 
its  modem  industrial  design,  and  the  po¬ 
tential  for  increased  traffic  congestion.' 
They  argued  that  the  structure,  as  origi¬ 
nally  conceived,  would  be  out  of  place  on 
24th  Street. 

In  the  face  of  neighborhood  opposi¬ 
tion,  the  developers  soon  backed  off  the 
contemporary  look  and  adopted  a  more 
familiar  Victorian  facade.  They  also  re- 
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designed  and  set  back  the  top  floor  of  the 
building  so  that  it  would  not  appear  so  im¬ 
mense.  Plans  for  a  six-car  garage  were 
eliminated,  and  the  apartment-size  con¬ 
dos  were  restricted  to  seniors,  to  cut  down 
on  auto  traffic. 

“It  was  a  classic  compromise  where  no 
one  was  very,  very  happy,”  said  Yenne. 

When  all  was  said  and  done,  even  Paul 
Kantus,  president  of  the  East  &  West  of 
Castro  Street  Improvement  Club,  ex¬ 
pressed  begrudging  admiration.  “I  still  re¬ 
sent  the  size  of  the  thing,”  said  Kantus, 
pointing  out  that  the  rear  view  of  the 
building  rises  a  full  four  stories  and  “it 
doesn’t  look  very  nice.” 

But  the  building’s  front  fa9ade  “is  bet¬ 
ter  than  I  expected,”  Kantus  said,  and  the 
development  fits  in  well  with  the 
streetscape.  “I  think  it’s  a  positive  thing 
for  the  block.”  □ 
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All  monies  collected  will  be  donated  to  the 
James  Lick  Middle  School  PTSA  -  Parent  Teacher  Student  Association 
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2005  Spring  &  Summer  Camps 

Programs  for  kids  ages  3-17 
June  &  August 

June:  Dance  Mission  Studios 
Aug:  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
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Moratorium  on 
New  Restaurants  on 
24th  Could  Be  Eased 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

to  bring  in  new  restaurants.  The  commu¬ 
nity  will  have  a  chance  to  discuss  it.” 

In  the  late  1980s,  some  residents  feared 
Noe  Valley  was  in  danger  of  losing  basic 
services  and  turning  into  another  Union 
Street — a  concern  that  has  not  entirely 
disappeared.  Former  Friends  president 
Jean  Amos  told  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  last 
year  that  a  more  upscale  24th  Street  could 
drive  out  families  and  reduce  the  neigh¬ 
borhood’s  economic  diversity.  East  & 
West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club 
President  Paul  Kantus  expressed  concern 
that  with  more  restaurants,  people  from 
all  over  the  city  would  come  here  to  eat, 
making  the  parking  situation  even  worse. 

But  the  neighborhood  has  seen  a  lot  of 
changes  in  the  past  two  decades,  includ¬ 
ing  the  dot-com  boom  and  bust  and  an  in¬ 
flux  of  younger,  busier,  more  affluent  res¬ 
idents  who  hanker  for  expanded  local 
dining  options.  More  recently,  the  closure 
of  the  Real  Food  Company  grocery  store 
(now  in  its  21st  month),  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  turnover  of  several  businesses,  has 
left  many  residents  and  merchants  more 
worried  about  too  little — rather  than  too 
much — vitality  on  24th  Street. 

The  restaurant  moratorium  “certainly 
does  limit  the  choices  neighborhood  res¬ 
idents  have  for  eating  places  within  walk¬ 
ing  distance  of  their  homes,”  said  Eliza¬ 
beth  Willey  of  Alvarado  Street.  “I  expect 
a  lot  of  them  are  driving  to  other  areas  to 
eat,  and  if  you’re  going  to  do  that,  you 
may  as  well  live  in  the  suburbs.” 

Looking  for  Three  Good  Eateries 

City  Planner  Dan  Sider  says  his  de¬ 
partment  has  been  working  with  Super¬ 
visor  Bevan  Dufty’s  office  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  groups  (including  the  Friends  and 
the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Profes¬ 
sionals  Association)  for  several  months, 
and  completed  a  draft  of  the  amended 
code  language  in  March.  “We’ve  gotten 
a  lot  of  comments  that  have  been  helpful 
in  figuring  out  where  we’re  heading,”  he 
told  the  Voice. 

The  proposed  change  would  allow 


three  new  ful  1-service  restaurants  or  cafes 
to  locate  on  24th  Street  within  the  next 
three  years — although  both  the  exact 
number  of  eateries  and  the  time  frame  re¬ 
main  flexible.  (At  present,  the  six  -block 
stretch  has  31  restaurants,  bars,  and  cof¬ 
fee  shops;  see  sidebar.)  Food  establish¬ 
ments  would  not  be  allowed  to  take  over 
a  space  formerly  occupied  by  a  “basic 
neighborhood  service,”  but  there  is  some 
disagreement  about  what  falls  into  that 
category. 

Liquor  licenses  are  another  unresolved 
issue.  As  it  stands  now,  only  one  24th 
Street  restaurant  (Fresca,  formerly  Tien 
Fu)  has  a  full  liquor  license,  though  sev¬ 
eral  others  are  permitted  to  serve  beer  and 
wine.  Some  residents  worry  that  once  a 
restaurant  has  a  liquor  license — which  is 
attached  to  the  property,  not  a  specific 
owner — it  could  be  replaced  by  a  bar  in 
the  future. 

Looking  over  the  draft  last  month, 
Merchants  Association  President  Carol 
Yenne  said  she  was  “thrilled  and  excited” 
about  the  proposed  change.  “Most  busi¬ 
ness  owners  don’t  like  zoning  restrictions 
that  create  an  artificial  environment,”  she 
said.  “There’s  been  concern  [from  some 
residents]  that  certain  services  would  be 
replaced,  but  needs  change  with  the 
times.  Some  people  might  find  a  restau¬ 
rant  more  essential  than  a  hardware  store. 
The  market  takes  care  of  establishing  the 
right  mix. 

“Most  of  the  retail  spaces  on  24th 
Street  are  small,”  Yenne  continued.  “Any¬ 
one  who  wanted  to  open  a  restaurant 
would  have  to  look  high  and  low  to  find 
a  space.  There’s  not  going  to  be  a  big 
flood.” 

New  Food  Won’t  Come  Fast 

Loosening  of  the  restaurant  morato¬ 
rium  is  by  no  means  a  done  deal. 

Dufty — who  has  long  supported  such 
a  change — will  present  the  draft  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  It  will 
then  go  to  the  Planning  Commission, 
which  has  90  days  to  approve  or  deny  it. 
If  approved,  the  amendment  will  go  be¬ 
fore  the  supervisors'  Land  Use  Commit¬ 
tee.  Both  the  Planning  Commission  and 
the  Land  Use  Committee  will  hold  pub¬ 
lic  hearings.  If  the  proposal  runs  into  op¬ 
position  at  this  stage,  it  must  go  before  the 
full  Board  of  Supervisors,  which  will 
conduct  additional  hearings  and  must 


vote  twice  in  favor  of  the  measure  before 
sending  it  on  to  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
for  his  signature. 

Cafes  Should  Be  Complementary 

An  informal  Voice  survey  of  about  a 
dozen  Noe  Valley  residents  suggests  that 
allowing  a  few  more  restaurants  is  a  pop¬ 
ular  idea.  None  flat-out  opposed  the  plan, 
although  they  differed  in  what,  exactly, 
they  wanted. 

“I  agree  it’s  good  to  have  some  limits,” 
said  Bruce  Ghent,  who  moved  to  the 
neighborhood  three  months  ago.  “I  don’t 
see  a  problem  [with  the  amendment],  as 
long  as  there  are  provisions  not  to  infringe 
on  living  space  and  [new  eateries]  are  ac¬ 
cessible  to  people  of  different  income  lev¬ 
els.” 

“I’d  especially  like  to  see  more  quiet 
places  where  one  can  loiter  and  have  a 
conversation  or  work  for  a  few  hours,” 
said  Willey,  a  writer.  “Something  like 
Samovar  [at  1 8th  and  Sanchez]  would  be 
wonderful.  A  bakery-cafe  like  Tartine  or 
Citizen  Cake  would  be  a  great  addition.” 

Megan  Smith,  shopping  with  her  child 
at  Bell  Market,  said  she  hopes  for  “more 
restaurants  like  Firefly  and  Incanto.” 

Mark,  a  25-year  Noe  Valley  resident 
who  declined  to  give  his  last  name, 
thought  “good  ethnic  restaurants,  maybe 
a  nice  bistro”  sounded  appealing,  but  he 
was  more  adamant  about  what  he  doesn’t 
want:  “No  chains.” 

“I’d  like  more  ethnic  variety,  more 
vegetarian  options,  and  eateries  comple¬ 
mentary  to  the  ones  we  have  now,”  said 
Chattanooga  Street  resident  Jan  Britten- 
son.  “A  little  more  choice  would  be  nice.” 

According  to  Sider,  the  soonest  any 
change  is  likely  to  take  effect  would  be 
this  coming  fall — assuming,  that  is,  that 
a  general  consensus  can  be  reached  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  process.  □ 


Got  news? 

Are  you  starting  a  hiking  club?  Is  your 
shop  or  cafe  opening  soon?  Your  band 
playing  at  a  local  bar?  Has  your  book 
found  a  publisher?  Spread  the  word. 
Send  your  press  release  to  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com.  Please 
include  a  phone  number.  Thanks. 


How  Many  Cafes  and  Bars 
Do  We  Have  Already? 

In  late  April,  the  Voice  counted  heads 
and  came  up  with  3 1  restaurants,  bars, 
and  coffee  shops  along  the  six  blocks  that 
comprise  the  24th  Street -Noe  Valley 
Neighborhood  Commercial  District. 

Choices  on  24th  Street 

Here  are  the  places  you  can  stop  for  a 
bite  or  a  beer  as  you  stroll  up  24th 
Street  from  Chattanooga  to  Diamond: 
Cybelle’s — pizza/Italian 
Noe’s  Bar — bar 

Happy  Donuts — pastries,  sandwiches 
The  Dubliner — bar 
24th  Street  Cafe — Califomia/Middle- 
Eastem 

Matsuya — sushi 

Martha  and  Brothers — coffee  shop 
Holey  Bagel — bagels,  sandwiches 
Haystack — pizza/ltalian 
Noe  Valley  Restaurant — pizza/Italian 
Savor— California 
Casa  Mexicana — Mexican 
Noe  Bagel — bagels,  sandwiches 
Fresca — Peruvian  (coming  soon ) 
Tully’s — coffee  shop 
Herb’s  Fine  Foods -American  diner 
Starbucks — coffee  shop 
Pasta  Pomodoro — Italian 
Noe  Valley  Deli — American/ 
Middle-Eastern  deli 
Tung  Sing — Chinese 
Bliss  Bar — bar 

Mi  Lindo  Yucatan — Yucatecan 
Mexican 

Valley  Tavern — bar 

Le  Zinc — French 

Isabella’s — desserts,  sandwiches 

Tom’s  Peasant  Pies — pies 

Lupa — Italian 

Miss  Millie's — “Creative  American” 
Barney’s — burgers 
Swatdee — Thai 

Diamond  Comer  Cafe — salads, 
sandwiches 

And  There’s  More  on  Castro... 

If  you're  still  hungry,  two  additional 
restaurants  and  one  bar  are  located  in 
the  1300  block  of  Castro  Street 
between  24th  and  Jersey: 

Hahn’s  Hibachi — Korean 
The  Peaks — bar 
Hamano  Sushi — Japanese 

(Sorry,  we  were  too  full  to  walk  down 
Church  Street.) 


Tea  Room 
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Coming  May  4th  —  Lovejoys  Attic 

A  great  place  to  find  collectibles,  bric-a-brac,  treasures  and  bargains. 
Visit  the  “Tea  Cellar”  where  you’ll  find  a  wonderful  assortment  of  tea, 
and  everything  you’ll  need  to  create  your  own  tea  time  at  home. 

Lovejoy’s  Attic  will  be  located  at  1350  Church  Street 

(directly  across  the  street  from  Lovejoy’s  Tea  Room) 

1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 
Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  •  Friday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


San  Francisco 
403724th  St. 
tel. 415.641.4407 


Berkeley 
2111  Vine  St. 
tel.  510.540.5557 


Sacramento 
231 7  J  St. 
tel.  916.448.71 30 


rikifashion.com 


European  chic 
For  today's  urban  lifestyles 
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for  artists  of  all  ages 


3961  24th  Street  Across  From  Bell  Market  415.695.0506 


Fine  art  supplies  for  adults  and  children 

discover  the  beauty  of 

Sellelier  Extra  Fine  Soft  Pastels 

at  a  seminar  given  by  Judy  Chamow,  Pastel  Artist 
Sunday,  May  15th  -  2  to  3:30  p.m. 

limited  to  10  people  -  $5  registration  fee  required  (refunded  at  the  event) 

Pre-register  at  the  store 

Attendees  will  receive  gift  samples  worth  over  $20! 


May  is  Watercolor  Month!  All  watercolor  paints  &  sets  20%  OFF! 


Artsake  Artcamp  for  Kids  is  back  -  get  details  at 

www.artsakesf.com 


Foodie?  Why  go  downtown? 


Cooks  Boulevard 

is  your  new  neighborhood  source  for 
fine  cookware  &  gourmet  ingredients 


New!  We  now  sharpen  knives.  Bring  in  your  dull 
knives  by  Tuesday  at  7pm  and  you’ll  have  them  back 
by  Friday  at  5pm,  just  in  time  for  the  weekend. 


Cooks 

Boulevard 


(415)  647-2665 
1309  Castro  St.  @  24th 
Open  11-7  Every  Day 


VISUAL  MEDIA  SOLUTIONS 


Fine  Printing  •  Brochures  •  Catalogs 
Digital  Output  •  Business  Collateral  •  Posters 
Graphic  Design 
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Get  up  to  3  months  of 


FREE  Cable  TV 


when  you  choose  an  RCN  bundle!  Call  1 .866.820.7355  today! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  2005  1 5 


Eye  Doctor  Sets 
His  Sights  on  a 
Medical  Thriller 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

versity  work,  and  has  looked  for  ways  to 
keep  mentally  active.  He  tried  piano 
lessons,  but  fiction  writing  has  proven  to 
be  a  better  fit.  He  has  taken  workshop 
classes,  read  a  couple  dozen  books  on  the 
craft,  and  attended  several  writers  con¬ 
ferences. 

It  took  him  about  five  years  to  write- 
Reign  of  the  Rat ,  which  is  actually  the 
second  novel  he  has  completed,  having 
put  the  first  one  in  a  drawer.  Although  he 
has  a  literary  agent,  he  found  his  pub¬ 
lisher,  Ad  Lib  Books  of  Raymore,  Mo., 
on  his  own. 

Smolin  describes  the  protagonist  of  the 
novel,  Michael  Cohen,  M.D.,  as  a  “glori¬ 
fied  version  of  myself.”  Michael  and  his 
former  lover.  Dr.  Alice  Morgan-Wright, 
are  tracking  a  deadly  illness  that  has  its 
origins  in  Nepal  and  threatens  to  spread 
globally.  They  discover  that  it’s  a  drug- 
resistant  form  of  leprosy,  and  they  set  off 
to  find  a  cure. 

Naturally  for  this  book,  Smolin  relied 
upon  his  own  knowledge  and  experiences 
in  treating  leprosy.  He  also  explored  the 
history  of  the  disease,  the  earliest  records 
of  which  date  back  to  the  16th  century 
B.C.  Notable  among  those  who  have 
cared  for  leprosy  sufferers — often  treated 
as  outcasts — were  the  member  of  the  Or¬ 
der  of  St.  Lazarus,  a  religious  order  es¬ 
tablished  by  Catholic  monks  in  the  11th 
century. 

In  Smolin’s  novel,  an  amulet  of  St. 
Lazarus,  a  metal  crucifix,  is  a  key  element 
in  the  plot,  and  adds  a  “bit  of  magic”  to 
the  story.  There  is  also,  as  there  should  be 


in  any  successful  thriller,  an  enemy  of  the 
doctors,  who  is  trying  to  stop  them  from 
reaching  their  goal. 

“I  picked  this  particular  subject  for  my 
novel  because  I  wanted  to  educate  as  well 
as  entertain,”  Smolin  says.  “I  wanted  to 
describe  the  world  of  rural  Asia  in  gen¬ 
eral,  and  the  plight  of  the  people  with  lep¬ 
rosy  in  specific.” 

A  native  of  Brooklyn  and  Queens, 
N.Y.,  Smolin  came  to  San  Francisco  in 
1966  for  his  fellowship  at  UCSF,  and  fell 
in  love  with  the  city.  He  recalls  going  to 
the  Haight  for  the  human  be-ins  and  free 
concerts  by  bands  such  as  Jefferson  Air¬ 
plane. 

He  lived  in  Pacific  Heights  until  1991, 
when  the  aftermath  of  the  1989  Loma  Pri- 
eta  Earthquake  left  his  commute  to  the 
university  and  his  practice  in  San  Bruno 
a  mess.  That  year,  he  and  his  wife  Julia, 
a  violinist,  moved  to  their  current  home 
on  21st  Street.  Together,  they  are  raising 
a  daughter.  Erica,  14. 

“I  love  the  friendly,  family-oriented  as¬ 
pect  of  Noe  Valley,”  Smolin  says.  “The 
weather,  views,  and  convenience  to  my 
work  are  great  too,  but  secondary.” 

If  you  want  to  meet  both  the  author  and 
the  doctor,  here  is  your  chance.  Smolin 
will  sign  his  new  book.  Reign  of  the  Rat, 
at  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers  on  Castro 
near  24th  Street  on  Saturday,  May  21, 
from  7  to  9  p.m.  □ 


Now  Open 

26th  &  Guerrero  Market 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerreo  Street  at  26th  Street 
415-282-6274 
Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9  pm 
ATM,  Credit  Cards  OK  With  Minimum  Purchase 


From  Reign  of  the  Rut  by  Gil  Smolin,  M.D. 

SEPTEMBER  2004 
BAGLUN,  NEPAL 

He  had  no  time  to  rest,  but  Bhai,  drenched  by  the  incessant  rain,  stood 
barefoot  in  the  muddy  and  infested  water,  gazing  across  the  endless 
terraced  fields  of  rice  until  they  disappeared  into  the  mist.  Closing  his  eyes, 
he  lifted  his  chin  and  allowed  the  prickling  drops  to  massage  the  muscles  of 
his  young  face.  For  the  past  five  weeks,  the  warm  rain  of  the  summer  mon¬ 
soon  had  veiled  the  punishing  sun.  When  he  opened  his  eyes  it  wais  all  still 
there;  the  vivid  green  terai  of  the  Nepalese  foothills,  the  only  place  he  had 
ever  known. 

The  rice  stalks  had  to  be  picked;  hi§  family’s  survival  depended  on  it. 

His  parents,  sister,  and  older  brother  all  had  to  work  in  the  fields  in  order 
to  make  a  living.  In  the  best  of  seasons,  they  would  reap  barely  enough 
food  to  survive  the  winter.  Buddha  and  Shiva  had  not  been  kind  the  previ¬ 
ous  spring. 

Bhai  sighed.  He  would  never  be  able  to  leave  the  village,  like  the  school¬ 
master’s  son,  to  go  to  Tribhuvan  University  in  Kathmandu.  Even  the  village 
leader’s  daughter  had  gone  off  to  school.  A  girl.  And  Bhai’s  grades  were  bet¬ 
ter  than  either  of  theirs.  He  pushed  the  bothersome 
thoughts  out  of  his  mind.  The  rice  had  to  be  picked. 
Ignoring  the  throbbing  ache  in  his  lower  back  that 
radiated  down  his  leg,  Bhai  bent  over  and  began 
pulling  the  stalks. 

A  sudden  knifelike  pain  sheared  through  him,  and 
gasping,  he  fell  to  his  knees,  the  muddy  water  splatter¬ 
ing  his  face.  The  long  monsoon  and  harvest  season 
were  destroying  his  body  as  never  before.  Would  both 
body  and  mind  rot  in  the  never-ending  fieldwork? 
Despite  his  youth,  the  aching  grew  steadily  worse  and  he  couldn’t 
imagine  how  he  would  continue  this  work  for  many  more  years.  He  would 
have  to  speak  to  his  father  about  his  back.  Maybe  he  could  get  permission 
to  see  the  Vedic  medicine  man  when  the  traveling  healer  returned  to 
Baglun.  Villagers  said  the  practitioner  had  cured  the  old  beggar  woman 
of  her  deafness. 

Bhai  remained  on  his  knees,  the  only  comfortable  position  left  to  him 
and  continued  picking  the  stalks.  Crawling  along,  he  peered  over  at  the 
adjoining  row  and  saw  his  father  grimace,  then  look  away.  Illness  could  not 
and  would  not  be  tolerated  during  the  harvest  season. 

Pulling  out  a  handful  of  rice,  Bhai  noticed  a  deep  cut  on  his  middle  fin¬ 
ger.  He  turned  his  hand  to  examine  the  cut  more  closely  and  was  surprised 
to  see  that  two  of  his  fingernails  were  gone.  He  patted  the  muddy  ground, 
looking  for  them,  and  then  realized  the  futility  of  his  search.  Many  years 
ago  he  had  heard  a  tale  from  his  grandfather  about  rotting  hands,  when 
bad  times  tormented  the  valley,  but  he  couldn’t  remember  what  it  meant. 

Refusing  to  surrender  to  despair,  Bhai  reached  for  more  rice  stalks.  He 
would  try  to  keep  his  hands  as  dry  as  possible  when  he  was  out  of  the  fields 
and  wait  for  the  farm  work  to  end  with  the  arrival  of  the  winter  cold. 


Copyright  ©2005  by  Gil  Smolin.  Reprinted  i 
Lib  Books,  LLC. 


'ith  permission.  Reign  of  the  Rat,  published  by  Ad 


A  heartfelt 
thanks  to  alt  our 
customers 


^UEVy, 

i  Ar  -a  w&u**1  it  \  ^ 


VISA 


Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 

Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 

In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts,  demand  the  very  best! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  800  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


Design 


Remodel 


Spark 

Construction 

171  Lily  Street  |  SF,  CA  94102 
ph415.503.0055 

www.sparkconstruction.com 


Full  Service  Since  7987  |  License#  546094 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Your  Source  Amazing  Cjifts, 
Accessories  &  Home  (Decor 


1414  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 
415.341.8442  www.lisavioletto.com 
1  Tues-Sat  11-7  I 

K  xs^^Sun-Mon  12-5^y^v 


DEANNA  GLORY 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

Award  Winning  Designs 

Deanna  Glory,  APLD 
Designer  -  Horticulturist 

? 

CONSULTATION 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 


Also  available: 
2-Hour/ $200 
On  The  Spot  Design 


41  5.695.9400 
www.glorydesign.com 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 

“For  Sale”  Signs 
Spring  Up 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

A  hint  of  spring  and  .a  little  warm 
weather  is  all  that  it  took  to  get  many 
Noe  Valley  homeowners  back  in  the  sell¬ 
ing  mood.  The  increase  in  the  number  of 
“For  Sale”  signs  staked  in  front  yards  set 
off  a  buying  spree. 

In  March,  buyers  picked  up  keys  for  1 6 
single-family  homes,  the  highest  monthly 
total  of  the  year.  Three  of  the  homes  sold 
for  more  than  $2  million  each,  according 
to  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  which  provides 
monthly  sales  data  to  the  Voice. 

“I  think  16  closings  shows  hope  for 
buyers,”  said  Randall  Kostick,  sales  man¬ 
ager  for  Zephyr’s  24th  Street  office.  “The 
more  houses  that  come  on  the  market,  the 
less  competition  there  is  for  each  house.” 

Kostick  noted  that  single-family  buy¬ 
ers  in  March  paid  an  average  of  8  percent 
over  the  asking  price.  But  home  shoppers 
during  the  winter  months — when  there 
was  a  scarcity  of  properties  for  sale — paid 
an  astonishing  24  percent  extra  for  homes 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Low  High  Average  Avg.  Days  Sale  Price  As 

Price  ($)  Price  ($)  Price  ($)  on  Market  %  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

March  2005 

16 

$831,000 

$2,662,000 

$1,569,000 

26 

108% 

Feb.  2005 

5 

$880,000 

$1,355,000 

$1,103,300 

15 

124% 

March  2004 

12 

$828,000 

$1,464,000 

$1,120,667 

23 

108% 

Condominiums 

March  2005 

7 

$695,000 

$1,351,500 

$947,786 

21 

116% 

Feb.  2005 

3 

$575,000 

$931,000 

$785,333 

20 

120% 

March  2004 

9 

$323,000 

$997,000 

$679,778 

24 

1 1 1  % 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

March  2005 

8 

$1,175,000 

$2,099,000 

$1,444,250 

35 

108% 

Feb.  2005 

,  2 

$1,305,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,402,500 

23 

104% 

March  2004 

5 

$810,000 

$1,550,000 

$1,136,200 

31 

101% 

5+-unit  buildings' 

March  2005 

1 

$1,530,000 

$1,530,000 

$1,530,000 

24 

99% 

Feb.  2005 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

March  2004 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 

Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 

thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.zephyr-re.com)  for  supplying  the  data. 

NW  5/05 

A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Number  in 

Type  of  Unit  Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
April  2005 

Average  Rent 

April  2005 

Average  Rent 
March  2005 

Studio 

4 

$900 -$1,100 

$1,030 /mo. 

$1,200 /mo. 

1 -bedroom 

9 

$995 -$1,850 

$1,472  /mo. 

$1, 616/mo. 

2-bedroom 

6 

$1,500 -$2,195 

$1,874 /mo. 

$1,946 /mo. 

3-bedroom 

1 

N/A 

$2,750 /mo. 

$2,871  /  mo. 

4-bedroom 

1 

N/A 

$5,000  /  mo. 

$5,600  /  mo. 

**  This  survey  was  based  on  a  sample  of  21  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  www.craigslist.com 

April  18-19,  2005.  The  previous  sample  of  29  was  collected  March  18-19.  nwsios 

that  closed  escrow  in  February. 

Newly-constructed,  4,'400-square-foot 
residences  in  the  500  block  of  Valley 
Street  were  the  two  most  expensive 
properties  sold  in  March.  Buyers  paid  just 
under  $2.7  million  for  a  four-bedroom, 
4 '/2-bath  home,  while  the  other  new 
home  on  the  block  cost  nearly  $2.3  mil¬ 
lion  and  featured  four  bedrooms  and  5'/2 
bathrooms.  - 

Those  luxury  homes  pushed  the  March 
average  price  of  a  single-family  home  in 
Noe  Valley  to  nearly  $1.6  million.  Nor¬ 
mally,  the  average  falls  in  the  $1.1  mil¬ 
lion  range. 

Sales  of  condominiums  and  flats  also 
rose  in  March,  thanks  to  increased  inven¬ 
tories.  Seven  condos  closed  escrow  dur¬ 
ing  the  month,  four  more  than  were  sold 
in  February.  Buyers  paid  16  percent 
above  the  seller’s  original  price  and 
helped  push  the  average  cost  of  a  condo 
close  to  the  $1  million  mark. 

The  most  expensive  condo — selling 
for  $1.3  million — was  a  three-bedroom, 
two-bath  unit  with  almost  2,000  square 
feet,  in  the  500  block  of  27th  Street. 

The  seemingly  unbridled  costs  for  de¬ 
tached  homes  and  condos  in  Noe  Valley 
sent  many  buyers  searching  for  less  ex¬ 
pensive  alternatives. 

Eight  buildings  with  two  to  four  units 
each  changed  hands  during  March,  six 
more  than  in  February.  Apartment  flats 
are  a  favorite  of  tenancies-in-common 
(TIC)  buyers,  who  split  the  costs  and  live 
in  separate  units.  □ 


Find  the  loan  that  fits. 


Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Prequalification 


Professional:  Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 


Experienced: 

Local: 

Competitive: 


15  years  in  real  estate;  Duke  MBA 
Noe  Valley  Homeowner 
Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Countrywide. 


Christopher  Baker 

Innovative  Mortgage 
Solutions 

415.307.5626 

ChrisB@IMS-Loans.com 


At  Maison  Nouveau 
we  believe  that  reds 
should  be  complex, 


iPPP^^Wlnddivest 
primary  homes  as  well  as 
investment  and  vacation  properties. 
Call  us  today  at  922-8800  or  visit  us 
at  maisonnouveau.com  to  experience 
boutique  service  at  commissions  that 
will  leave  thousand^  for  your  cellar. 


MAISON  NOUVEAU 


REAL  ESTATE  SERVICES 


415.922.8800 


MAISONNOUVEAU.COM 


2420  POLK  STREET 
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"Sue 

saved 

our 


To:  Sue  Borsian  a  week,  with  four 

r» «  «  z:z: ir  sVpS  -  -  «•  * * - 

offers  all  considers  y  ^  great  ^  estate  agent.  . 

cake  in  a  relationsh  p  sensibility,  and  “can  do 

=£3= rJssSSS 

the  process  of  preparing  °ur  *°U  ,  skills  are  a  dynamic 

market.  Your  market  ^Jilted.  Thank  you.  Sue, 
combination  that  we  0™  J  P  cooper,  and  Miranda  Johnson 

-Tanya  Bednarski,  Greg.  My a  _ _ . 


Make  the  best  choice... 
Call  Sue  Borsian 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 

Sue  Borsian 
Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-695-0552  xl79 


Who  to  Call  at  City  Hall 


For  Problems  With... 

Burned-Out  Streetlights  Street  Lighting  and  Repair .  . 415-554-0730 

Graffiti . 4 15-241 -WASH 

Illegal  Dumping  (litter,  dog  poop)  . 415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

Potholes  poiholes@ci.sf.ca.us .  415-695-2100  (695-2020  after  5  p.m.) 

Sewer  Odor  24-Hour  Odor  Hotline  . .  415-695-2096 

Tree  Hazards  and  Trimming  Bureau  of  Street  Environmental  Services 
www.ci.sf.ca.us/rfdpw/trees . 415-695-2017 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control . 415-554-9405 

Traffic  Signals  Out . 415-550-2736 

Missing  or  Damaged  Street  Signs . 415-554-9780 

Abandoned  Vehicles . 4 J 5-553-98 17 

Aggressive  Panhandling  .  41 5-553-0 1 23 

Illegal  Parking  DPT  Dispatch . 415-553-1200 

Someone  Passed  Out  on  the  Street  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP) . .  415-431-7400 
Utility  Undergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works 

undergrounding@sfgov.org . 415-554-4860 

Whistleblower  Hotline . 415-554-2489 

Other  Handy  Numbers 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services .  415-558-7111 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty .  415-554-6968 


I hmmtMi 


Thank  you,  fellow  citizens  and  public  servants,  for  keeping  the  neighborhood  spiffy. 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
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" Good  service ;  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

STATE  FARM 

1501  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  California 

California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

INSURANCE 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 

State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 

DESIGN  SOLUTIONS  is  a  full-service  firm 
specializing  in  residential  and  commercial  design. 


■  Licensed  Architects,  Engineers,  General  Contractors  and 
Certified  Interior  Designers. 

■  Document  phase  working  with  San  Francisco  Planning 
and  Building  Departments. 

■  Construction  management  service  and  project  coordination. 

■  Professional  kitchen  and  bathroom  fixtures  coordinator. 

■  Construction  services  from  start  to  finish. 

■  Quality  custom  cabinetry  for  kitchen,  bath,  home  office 
and  entertainment  systems. 

■  STOR-X™  Organizing  Systems  for  pantry,  closet  and  garage. 

■  Interior  Design  and  Home  Furnishings.  Furniture  for  home, 
bath  and  kitchen  fixtures,  color  selection,  wall  treatments 
and  draperies. 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 


4291  24th  Street  ■  San  Francisco 
Phone:  415.648.6561  ■  Fax:  415.643.8572 


Great  Ideas  Await 
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Patron  Beaten  at  24th  Street  Bar 

A  45-year-old  Chattanooga  Street  man  was  taken  away  in  an  ambulance  in  the 
early  hours  of  Saturday,  March  26,  after  an  incident  at  a  tavern  located  in  the  4000 
block  of  24th  Street.  When  police  arrived  on  the  scene  just  after  midnight,  the 
victim  was  lying  on  the  floor  of  the  bar  bleeding  from  his  nose  and  mouth.  He 
sustained  a  broken  nose  and  cuts  to  his  face. 

Earlier,  the  victim  and  his  companion  had  gone  to  another  bar  for  a  drink,  but 
the  manager  and  a  female  bartender  had  asked  them  to  leave.  The  victim  told  po¬ 
lice  he  had  been  involved  in  an  altercation  in  that  bar  the  year  before,  but  on  this 
night  he  left  without  incident.  He  and  his  friend  moved  on  to  a  second  bar  a  few 
doors  up  the  street. 

According  to  the  police  report,  the  same  woman  bartender  who  had  asked  the 
men  to  leave  the  first  bar  then  entered  the  second.  After  the  victim’s  companion 
got  up  to  use  the  restroom,  a  white  male  approached  the  victim  and  allegedly  ini¬ 
tiated  a  fight.  The  victim’s  companion  told  police  the  attacker  struck  the  victim 
in  his  face  with  a  closed  fist  and  continued  to  swing  and  kick  violently  after  the 
victim  was  knocked  to  the  ground.  The  victim  lost  consciousness  when  he  was 
punched  and  was  not  able  to  tell  police  much  more  about  the  incident. 

The  attacker  fled  on  foot  on  24th  Street,  but  officers  failed  to  locate  him  after 
a  search  of  the  area.  Witnesses  described  the  attacker  as  wearing  a  white  shirt  and 
blue  jeans.  His  short  hair  was  cut  in  a  “Mohawk”  style. 

Anyone  who  has  information  about  the  case  should  contact  the  SFPD’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Works  Department  at  553-1141. 

Egg-regious  Attack 

A  Daly  City  man  was  driving  his  Subaru  on  24th  Street  between  Noe  and  Cas¬ 
tro  streets  the  evening  of  Saturday,  March  12,  when  an  Acura  sedan  pulled  along¬ 
side  his  car.  An  occupant  of  the  Acura  threw  several  eggs  at  the  driver,  splatter¬ 
ing  his  upholstery  and  the  outside  of  his  car.  The  victim  told  police  he  couldn’t 
identify  his  attacker.  _Erin  o’Briant 


POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and 
other  police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley. 
“Noe  Valley”  is  defined  as  the  area  bor¬ 
dered  by  Grand  View,  21st,  Fair  Oaks, 
and  30th  streets.  The  following  crime  data 
were  culled  from  March  2005  incident  in¬ 
formation  and  reports  provided  by  offi¬ 
cers  at  Mission  Police  Station. 

March  Crime  Log 

Burglary  of  Flat,  Unlawful  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  2: 10p.m.,  Tuesday,  March  1;  1000 
block  of  Dolores  Street 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry: 
Reported  10:15  a.m.,  Wednesday,  March 
2;  3900  block  of  22nd  Street 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  En¬ 
try:  Reported  8  a.m.,  Friday,  March  4; 
100  block  of  Chattanooga  Street 
Committing  Public  Nuisance:  Re¬ 
ported  4: 19  a.m.,  Sunday,  March  7;  4300 
block  of  24th  Street 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Unlaw¬ 
ful  Entry:  Reported  7:30  a.m.,  Sunday, 
March  7;  600  block  of  Alvarado  Street 
Malicious  Mischief  and  Vandalism: 
Reported  3  p.m.,  Saturday,  March  5;  900 
block  of  Elizabeth  Street 

Petty  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  8 
a.m.,  Friday,  March  4;  1000  block  of 
Church  Street 

Malicious  Mischief  and  Vandalism: 
Reported  1 1 :30  a.m.,  Wednesday,  March 
9;  800  block  of  Alvarado  Street 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House, 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  12:30  a.m.,  Fri¬ 
day,  March  11;  300  block  of  Fair  Oaks 
Street 

Burglary  of  Residence  Under  Con¬ 
struction:  Reported  5  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
March  1;  1200  block  of  Dolores  Street 
Robbery,  Armed  with  Dangerous 
Weapon:  Reported  4:09  p.m.,  Saturday, 
March  1 2;  Church  and  Liberty  streets  ( be¬ 
cause  the  suspects  and  victims  in  this  case 
are  all  juveniles,  no  further  information 
was  available). 

Battery  and  Malicious  Mischief, 
Vandalism  of  Vehicles:  Reported  9:39 


p.m.,  Saturday,  March  12;  3900  block 
of  24th  Street  (see  above) 

Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported 
noon,  Saturday,  March  12;  3500  block  of 
23rd  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Ve¬ 
hicles:  Reported  12:25  a.m.,  Tuesday, 
March  15;  300  block  of  Elizabeth  Street 
Stolen  Automobile:  Reported  7:30 
p.m.,  Tuesday,  March  15;  900  block  of 
Elizabeth  Street 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry: 
Reported  4  p.m.,  Monday,  March  7;  900 
block  of  Elizabeth  Street 

Sexual  Battery:  Reported  3  p.m., 
Thursday,  March  17;  3600  block  of  21st 
Street  [due  to  the  nature  of  this  crime,  no 
further  information  was  available] 
Grand  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  9 
p.m.,  Wednesday,  March  9;  first  block  of 
Homestead  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Re¬ 
ported  12:01  a.m.,  Saturday,  March  12; 
800  block  of  Sanchez  Street 


Malicious  Mischief,  Graffiti:  Reported 
3:30  p.m.,  Monday,  March  21;  3800 
block  of  22nd  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Re¬ 
ported  9:05  p.m.,  Wednesday,  March  23; 
200  block  of  Jersey  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Re¬ 
ported  10  p.m.,  Thursday,  March  17; 
3900  block  of  26th  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Re¬ 
ported  -1  a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  22;  700 
block  of  Elizabeth  Street 

Fraudulent  Credit  Application:  Re¬ 
ported  4  p.m.,  Sunday,  March  27;  4000 
block  of  24th  Street 

Stolen  Automobile:  Reported  7  p.m.-, 
Tuesday,  March  22;  Elizabeth  and 
Sanchez  streets 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Re¬ 
ported  11:45  p.m.,  Thursday,  March  24; 
Cesar  Chavez  and  Dolores  streets 

Aggravated  Assault  with  Bodily 
Force:  Reported  12:25  a.m.,  Saturday, 
March  26;  4000  block  of  24th  Street 


Burglary,  Residence  Under  Construc¬ 
tion,  Forcible  Entry:  Reported  7  p.m., 
Wednesday,  March  16;  First  block  of 
Elizabeth  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Re¬ 
ported  12:05  a.m.,  Monday,  March  28; 
700  block  of  Diamond  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Re¬ 
ported  12:15  a.m.,  Monday,  March  28; 
Cesar  Chavez  and  Church  streets 

Stolen  Automobile:  Reported  9:10 
p.m.,  Tuesday,  March  29;  3700  block  of 
25th  Street 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House, 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  11:30  p.m., 
Tuesday,  March  31;  4000.  block  of  24th 
Street 

The  Voice  thanks  Mission  Police  Officer  An¬ 
drew  Macllrath for  providing  incident  reports 
for  this  month’s  Police  Beat.  The  reports  were 
summarized  by  Voice  writer  Erin  O’Briant. 


HOW  TO  CONTACT  THE  SFPD 

oe  Valley  residents  and  mer¬ 
chants  are  invited  to  attend  po- 
lice-community  meetings  held 
monthly  in  both  the  Mission  and  In- 
gleside  police  districts.  The  next  In- 
gleside  meeting  will  be  Tuesday,  May 
17,  7  p.m.,  at  Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt. 
John  Young  Lane,  off  the  2000  block 
of  San  Jose  Avenue.  The  next  Mission 
meeting  will  be  Tuesday,  May  31.6 
p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630  Valencia 
Street  near  17th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  (within 
the  Mission  Police  District)  may  report 
recurring  problems  by  phoning  Mis¬ 
sion  Station  at  558-5400  or  e-mailing 
SFPDMissionStation@ci.sf.ca.us.  To 

(report  anonymously  on  drugs,  gangs, 
or  other  crimes,  call  Mission  Station’s 

Inontraceable  hotline  at  552-4558. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street — may  contact  Ingleside  Station  § 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing 
SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sf.ca.us. 

I  The  Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is 
587-8984.  To  sign  up  for  the  station’s 
daily  crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail  Cap¬ 
tain  Paul  Chignell  at  Paul_Chignell@ 
ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
9 1 1 .  To  report  a  non-emergency  situa¬ 
tion  in  San  Francisco,  call  553-0123. 
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Susan  Krieger,  who  often  travels  near  her  home  on  Day  Street  accompanied  by  her  guide 
dog  Teela,  has  written  a  memoir  about  losing  sight  and  finding  vision.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Going  Blind 
Brings  Deeper 
Vision  for  Noe 
Valley  Author 

By  Suzanne  Herel 

Noe  Valley  resident  Susan  Krieger  be¬ 
gan  her  study  of  “things  no  longer 
there”  by  searching  for  an  old  summer 
camp  back  East,  where  she  and  her  sister 
had  spent  their  teenage  school  breaks. 

Or  at  least  she  remembered  a  lake,  and 
a  pier,  and  a  white  farmhouse  where  the 
two  women  who  ran  the  camp  had  lived. 
But  when  Krieger  and  her  sister’s  family 
piled  into  a  station  wagon  one  day  in  1 994 
to  revisit  their  past,  the  camp  was  gone, 
replaced  by  tidy  new  homes. 

Eleven  years  later,  Krieger  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  memoir.  Things  No  Longer 
There,  which  was  started  that  day  by  an 
investigation  of  a  geographic  landscape 
that  didn’t  jibe  with  her  inner  memories. 

But  the  book  soon  would  evolve  into  a 
study  of  the  complexities  of  vision — that 
which  we  see  with  our  hearts  as  well  as 
our  eyes — after  the  author  was  diagnosed 
in  1996  with  a  rare  eye  disease  and  began 
to  lose  her  sight.  She  now  is  legally  blind. 

“I  hope  people  will  come  away  with 
valuing  more  their  inner  vision,  their 
own  and  others’,  that  creates  their  inner 
world,”  says  Krieger,  a  New  York  native 
who  moved  to  the  Bay  Area  in  1967  to 
study  city  planning  at  U.C.  Berkeley. 

She  now  teaches  feminist  studies  at 
Stanford  University,  as  does  her  partner, 
Estelle  Freedman — also  an  author — with  " 
whom  she  has  lived  in  a  house  on  Day 
Street  since  1983.  They  share  their  home 
with  three  cats  and  two  dogs,  including 
Krieger’s  guide  dog  Teela,  a  golden/ 
Labrador  retriever  mix. 

Krieger  has  written  several  previous 
books  on  social  topics,  among  them  The 
Family  Silver:  Essays  on  Relationships 
Among  Women  (1996);  Social  Science 
and  the  Self:  Personal  Essays  on  an  Art 
Form  (1991);  and  The  Mirror  Dance: 
Identity  in  a  Women's  Community  (1983) 
The  1 1  tales  that  make  up  her  current 
memoir — which  concludes  with  an  inti¬ 
mate  novella  about  a  relationship  from 
the  late  1970s — navigate  exterior  land¬ 
scapes  as  well  as  interior  heartscapes. 

Sometimes,  as  with  the  summer  camp 
story,  physical  changes  to  the  land  have 
taken  place.  Other  times,  it’s  Krieger’s 
own  perceptions  that  have  changed — as 
when  the  avid  walker  she  once  was  goes 
from  being  able  to  discern  the  trim  on  a 
Victorian  in  Noe  Valley  to  not  being  able 
to  spot  dirt  on  the  sidewalk. 

She  also  covers  the  way  her  dimming 
vision  plays  tricks  on  her — as  when,  for 


example,  she  taps  her  foot  against  what 
looks  like  a  flat  sidewalk  and  finds  out  it’s 
actually  a  curb. 

Then  with  a  twist  of  the  kaleidoscope, 
Krieger  turns  the  focus  on  her  self,  shar¬ 
ing  her  fears  of  being  invisible  to  others 
because  of  her  physical  condition,  and 
also  because  of  her  lesbianism. 

“I  am  much  more  sensitive  about  my 
lesbianism,”  she  says.  “There  are  much 
more  feelings  of  vulnerability  and  rejec¬ 
tion.” 

Krieger’s  stories  chronicle  incidents  in 
her  life  over  the  past  decade,  with  the  end¬ 
ing  novella  being  an  edited  version  of  sto¬ 
ries  she  wrote  in  1979-80.  They  create  a 
colorful,  time-shifting  mosaic. 

Although  her  stories  are  based  in  real¬ 
ity,  Krieger  says,  “my  writing  is  always  a 
fiction,  even  though  I  try  to  make  it  true.” 

Several  of  the  tales  are  set  in  the  Bay 
Area,  with  two  particular  to  Noe  Valley. 
In  “Blindspots,”  Krieger  recounts  being 
hit  by  a  car  a  few  years  ago  while  cross¬ 
ing  Sanchez  at  Day  Street.  “Saving  a 
Tree”  details  how  she  and  her  neighbors 
intervened  when  a  developer  began  hack¬ 
ing  down  a  shade  tree  that  sat  beyond 
Krieger’s  back  yard. 

Since  writing  that  story,  Krieger  has 
had  to  save  the  tree  again,  she  says.  Both 
stories  reflect  the  two  main  changes 
Krieger  has  witnessed  in  Noe  Valley 
since  1983 — increased  traffic  and  bur¬ 
geoning  development. 

The  day  she  was  hit  by  a  car — one  that 
she  did  not  see  until  the  very  last  sec¬ 
ond — was  a  watershed  moment  for 
Krieger.  She  was  forced  to  realize  that  she 
was  not  the  same  person  she  was  when 
fully  sighted,  and  that  it  was  time  to  ac¬ 
cept  that  her  life  was  changing — bringing 
with  it  consuming  fears  of  the  future. 

“I  was  upset  about  things  and  afraid,” 
Krieger  recalls.  “What  will  happen  if  I 
can’t  see  the  color  of  the  plants?  How  will 
I  be  happy?  How  will  people  like  me?” 


She  also  worried  that  not  being  able  to 
read  would  cause  her  inner  world  to  dis¬ 
integrate,  that  she  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
continue  her  work  in  writing,  that  she 
wouldn’t  be  independent  if  she  could  not 
drive  a  car. 

In  the  nine  years  since  she  was  diag¬ 
nosed  with  an  inflammatory  eye  disease 
called  birdshot  retinochoroidopathy,  she 
has  seen  most  of  her  vision  slip  away.  But 
with  each  small  loss  there  has  come  a 


gradual  adjustment.  “I  remind  myself  that 
each  time  I  got  to  where  my  vision  got 
worse,  it  wasn’t  terrible.” 

She  hired  a  blind  woman  who  pro¬ 
grams  talking  computers  to  build  her  a 
machine  she  could  use.  She  prints  her 
work  out  in  42-point  type,  which  she  can 
still  see.  And  driving,  which  she  thought 
she  would  miss  the  most,  has  been  easy 
to  give  up. 

“I  thought  giving  up  driving  would  be 
harder,”  she  says.  “But  it  was  so  scary — 
what  I  would  miss  would  be  the  fear  that 
I  would  bump  into  other  cars  and  hit  peo¬ 
ple.  I  don’t  miss  that.” 

Recalling  her  own  frustration  in  find¬ 
ing  accessible  versions  of  current  reading 
material,  Krieger  is  making  sure  that 
Things  No  Longer  There,  published  by 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  Press,  will  be 
made  available  in  digital  form  for  blind 
readers  at  the  same  time  the  print  book  is 
distributed. 

“I  tried  to  contribute  a  little  to  the  cru¬ 
sade,”  she  says. 

Her  next  project  will  extend  her  vision 
even  further.  She’s  writing  a  book  about 
traveling  blind.  □ 

Susan  Krieger  will  read  and  sign  her 
memoir  Things  No  Longer  There  on  May 
22,  2  p.m.,  at  Modern  Times  Bookstore, 
888  Valencia  Street  (near  20th  Street). 
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From  Chapter  10  “Blindspots”  in 

THINGS  NO  LONGER  THERE 
A  Memoir  of  Losing  Sight  and  Finding  Vision 

By  Susan  Krieger 

1 

Because  my  vision  has  been  gradually  growing  worse,  last  summer  I 
took  a  series  of  lessons  in  the  use  of  a  blind  person’s  white  cane....  A 
man  came  out  to  my  house.  He  walked  with  me  along  the  streets  nearby, 
showing  me  how  to  use  the  cane,  feel  the  sidewalk,  go  up  and  down  steps, 
know  if  a  car  was  parked  across  a  driveway  and  then  how  to  get  around  it. 

As  I  walked  with  him,  I  learned  to  listen. 

“I’m  feeling  things,”  I  said  to  him  at  first.  “You’re  hearing  them,”  he 
told  me.  And  I  learned  to  hear  the  buildings  as  we  passed  them,  to  hear 
the  sound  of  a  tree  deflecting  the  wind,  to  hear  the  changing  pattern  of 
the  air  when  I  stepped  away  from  a  building.  I  learned  that  a  sudden  gust 
of  wind  and  some  sun  told  me  I  was  at  a  street  cor-  . 
ner.  I  learned  that  when  my  feet  pointed  up,  I  was 
headed  toward  the  crest  of  an  asphalt  street;  when 
they  pointed  down,  I  was  headed  toward  the  side¬ 
walk  on  the  other  side. 

I  stood  on  a  corner  and  my  teacher  told  me  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  the  cars  approaching  in  order  to  know 
whether  they  had  stopped  or  kept  going.  I  should 
gauge  where  they  were  by  noting  the  position  of  the 
loudest  noise  in  relation  to  the  center  of  my  fore¬ 
head.  He  told  me  to  listen  at  traffic  lights  for  the  ear  movement  patterns, 
to  wait  until  a  cycle  came  around  to  my  turn,  then  go  quickly  when  the 
traffic  went. 

As  I  walked  along  the  streets,  I  often  walked  crooked.  He  told  me  to 
go  straight  by  paying  attention  to  the  buildings  at  my  side.  The  space  in 
front  of  a  building  would  be  quiet,  it  would  feel  rather  dead.  I  could  walk 
with  the  quiet  by  my  side.  In  other  places,  however,  there  were  many 
noises.  I  walked  and  closed  my  eyes  and  the  world  without  vision  in 
which  I  was  being  mobile  felt  very  noisy  and  busy — full  of  different  ways 
the  air  felt  when  I  approached  a  tree  or  a  street  sign,  or  was  about  to 
bump  into  a  garbage  can.  I  heard  a  house  on  my  left,  then  a  driveway;  I 
felt  a  staircase  coming  toward  me.  I  heard  construction  noises  in  the  dis¬ 
tance.  I  felt  the  sun  and  the  wind  of  a  corner.  I  walked  up  a  hill  and 
sensed  that  up  ahead  there  was  something  interesting  going  on.  People 
were  talking.  Machinery  was  at  work.  I  felt  that  the  world  of  walking  up  a 
street  and  not  seeing  the  buildings  but  hearing  them  was  richer,  less  flat, 
more  busy,  more  alive  than  the  visual  world.  Then  I  went  back  to  what  I 
could  see,  because  it  was  easier  and  I  was  used  to  it. 

I  learned  many  techniques  for  the  proper  use  of  a  white  cane  from  my 
teacher,  but  the  real  lessons  for  me  lay  in  feeling  I  could  be  mobile — 
without  a  car,  without  a  license,  without  seeing.  I  was  not  less  good  as  a 
person  for  riot  having  sight.  I’d  be  okay. 


hours;  Mon  -  Fri  11  to  7,  Sat  10  to  6,  Sun  11  to  5 
appointments  suited  to  your  schedule 


Copyright  ©  2005  by  Susan  Krieger.  Reprinted  with  permission  from  Things  No  Longer  There:  A 
Memoir  of  Losing  Sight  and  Finding  Vision,  published  by  University  of  Wisconsin  Press. 
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Tickets:  $15/12 

Available  at  the  door  or  online  at 

nvcm.org 


True  Divided  tight  was  commissioned  by  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music  vv 

kfi  .  l  ■  n  n  rw4  .  .  tV  n  i  .  .  .  Wi  _  -  •  I  .  C.  v.  .  L.  A  .  .  I'  .  .  .  _1  _  l! 
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the  support  of  the  Carol  Franc  Buck  foundation,  the  Argosy  Founda 
Contemporary  Music  fund,  and  by  a  Community  Partnership  Grant  from  thi 
Bay  Area  Chapter  of  American  Composers  Forum.  Our  Noe  Valley  (h}£ 
Project  is  generously  supported  by  the  Zellerbach  Family  Foundation. 


Don't  miss  acclaimed  violist 
Geraldine  Walther  in  one  of  her 

final  Bay  Area  appearances! 

She  and  pianist  Roy  Bogas  will 
present  the  world  premiere  of  SF 
composer  David  Carlson's  True 
Divided  Light  *  along  with  Bach's 
Sonata  in  D  Major  and  Bloch's 
Suite  for  Viola  &  Piano. 


After  the  concert,  be  among  the  first 
to  find  out  about  our  exciting  2005- 
06  season,  and  get  a  special 
discount  on  next  year's  subscription! 


season  sponst 


A  full  range  of  design  services: 
Kitchens  and  Baths 
Space  Planning 
Furnishings 

Color,  Materials  and  Finishes 

Phone  415.348.1452 
Fax  415.348.1459 

galemelton@comcast.net 
Allied  Member  ASID 


/?lice;s 

REST  AURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


Day 

Sunday,  May  8,  2005 

Make  Mom's  special  day  a  memorable  one  —  present  her 
with  one  of  our  unique  gifts! 

We  can  fill  all  your  Graduation  needs  too 

Paper  Products  •  Cards  •  Balloons  •  Great  Gifts 

Free  Gift  Wrap  with  your  Mother's  Day  purchase 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  415-824-0414 


•  6  p.m.Tues.  -  Fri.  •  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Sat.  •  10  a.m.-  3  p. 

*  * 
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SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
22  years  experience 
Noe  Valle y  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


Carla  Martino 


by  offering  these  value  services; 


•  European  Facial  &  Partial  Highlight  for  $130 

•  Haircut  &  Eyebrow  Wax  for  $70 
Offer  Expires  June  2005 


Tue  -  Fri  10a  -  7p  Sat  10a  -  4p  j 
(415)824  -  4090  | 
810  Diamond  Street  (<®24th)  j 
wwwhayiiboosalon.com  j 


bamboo 

SALON 
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Republican  Speaker  at 
Demo  Club 

The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  plans 
to  see  how  the  other  half  lives,  in  order  to 
improve  the  fortunes  of  Democratic  can¬ 
didates  in  future  campaigns. 

Molly  Fleischman,  co-chair  of  the 
group's  program  committee,  has  re¬ 
cruited  Chuck  Rund,  a  Republican  con¬ 
sultant,  to  speak  at  the  Democratic  Club’s 
next  meeting  at  7:30  p.m.  Wednesday, 
May  4,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  Street.  Fleischman  says  she  be¬ 
lieves  that  Democrats  can  learn  valuable 
lessons  by  listening  closely  to  tactics  that 
Republicans  have  used  successfully  in  re¬ 
cent  political  campaigns. 

Rund,  president  of  Charlton  Research 
Co.,  a  public  policy  and  opinion  consult¬ 
ing  firm,  will  speak  on  “The  Pulse  of  the 
Nation”  and  will  cover  such  topics  as  the 
national  mood,  the  approval  rating  of  the 
president  and  Congress,  critical  issues  for 
political  success,  California  politics,  and 
strategies  for  2006  and  2008. 

Rund  has  helped  clients  in  business, 
politics,  and  the  law  for  more  than  20 
years.  He  has  been  active  in  four  presi¬ 
dential  campaigns:  Howard  Baker  in 
1980,  Reagan/Bush  in  1984,  and  Bush/ 
Quayle  in  1988  and  1992.  He  also  has 
been  involved  in  numerous  gubernatorial 
and  legislative  campaigns  and  as  an  elec¬ 
tion-night  analyst  for  CBS. 

For  more  information  about  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Club,  which  meets  the  first 
Wednesday  of  the  month,  call  President 
Rafael  Mandelman  at  648-4010. 

Hey  Kids,  Street  Fair 
Needs  a  Logo 

Tell  your  parents  you  don’t  need  help 
to  win  this  contest.  The  new  Noe  Valley 
Harvest  Festival,  a  family-  and  pet-wel¬ 
coming  street  fair  scheduled  for  Oct.  22, 
2005,  needs  a  logo,  and  organizers  want 
a  local  kid  to  design  it. 

Anyone  under  age  18  who  resides  or 
attends  school  in  Noe  Valley  is  welcome 
to  enter  the  contest.  There  is  one  grand 
prize,  which  will  include  $100  in  cash,  a 
dinner  certificate  to  the  swank  Firefly 
restaurant,  a  free  art  class,  and  other  items 
donated  by  local  merchants,  says  fair  co¬ 
organizer  Richard  May. 

The  winner  will  work  with  a  graphic 
designer  to  produce  the  final  logo,  which 
will  be  used  on  banners,  pennants,, 
posters,  souvenirs,  and  all  advertising  and. 
publicity.  Parental  help  is  discouraged, 
and  the  logo  idea  is  more  important  than 
professional  quality. 

Why  kids  only?  “The  whole  idea  be¬ 
hind  the  Harvest  Festival  is  to  have  a 
smaller,  more  community -oriented  event 
rather  than  a  big  commercial  event,”  says 
May.  “We  thought  that  if  we  had  the  logo 
that’s  going  to  be  plastered  everywhere  de¬ 
signed  by  a  young  person  from  the  com¬ 
munity,  this  would  have  a  softer,  more 
fun,  more  approachable  look  to  it  and  pro¬ 
mote  community  involvement  of  all  ages.” 

Entries  should  be  no  larger  than  a  stan¬ 
dard  piece  of  paper  (8V2"  x  11"),  and  all 
mediums  are  welcome.  To  submit  your 
idea,  send  it  to:  Noe  Valley  Harvest  Fes¬ 
tival  Logo  Contest,  c/o  Richard  May,  P.O. 
Box  460129,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146- 
0 1 29,  or  drop,  it  off  to  Donna  Davis  at  For- 
beadin,  the  bead  shop  on  Church  Street 
just  north  of  24th  Street. 

All  entries  received  by  May  3 1  will  be 
considered.  For  return  of  your  artwork, 
send  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
along  with  the  entry. 

Meanwhile,  the  fair,  which  will  be  held 
on  24th  Street  from  Church  Street  up  to 


the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market  (near 
Sanchez),  has  started  to  collect  applica¬ 
tions  from  would-be  vendors. 

If  you’d  like  to  set  up  a  booth,  you  can 
find  an  application  form  at  www.nvhar- 
vestfestival.com.  Booth  rentals  cost  $75 
for  schools  and  nonprofit  groups,  $200 
for  neighborhood  artists  and  craftspeople, 
and  $300  for  commercial  and  food  busi¬ 
nesses.  There  is  also  a  nonrefundable  $10 
application  fee.  Successful  booth  appli¬ 
cants  will  be  notified  by  July  1  (commer¬ 
cial  ones  by  June  15),  and  preference  will 
be  given  to  people  living  or  working  in 
Noe  Valley. 

The  Harvest  Festival  Committee  is 
also  looking  for  commercial  and  individ¬ 
ual  sponsors,  who  can  support  the  fair 
with  donations  of  anywhere  from  $  1 00  to 
$1,000.  All  sponsors  will  receive  official 
recognition  and  thanks.  For  details,  go  to 
the  festival’s  web  site,  or  e-mail  May  at 
richard@nvharvestfestival.com.  You  can 
also  reach  him  at  206-023 1 . 

Neighborhood  Tree  Planting 

Want  a  new  tree  in  front  of  your  house, 
apartment  building,  or  store?  If  so,  May 
is  your  month.  The  Friends  of  the  Urban 
Forest  is  organizing  a  group  tree  planting 
in  Noe  Valley.  If  you  live  in  the  area 
bounded  by  23rd,  Clipper,  Douglass,  and 
Dolores  streets,  you  could  be  eligible. 

The  cost  of  the  program  is  partly  sub¬ 
sidized  by  the  San  Francisco  Department 
of  Public  Works,  which  means  that  in¬ 
stead  of  paying  $300  or  more,  you  pay 
$  1 50  for  the  tree.  That  price  includes  per¬ 
mits,  concrete  cutting  and  removal  of  de¬ 
bris,  new’  soil,  volunteer  help,  and  the  tree 
of  your  choice. 

Local  organizer  Stephen  Fowler,  who 
lives  at  25th  and  Castro  streets,  notes  that 
the  benefits  of  planting  a  tree  include 
cleaner  air,  shade,  more  wildlife  such  as 
birds,  less  street  noise,  and  of  course  a 
more  beautiful  environment.  When  he 
wanted  to  plant  a  tree  in  front  of  his  home 
a  few  years  ago,  he  discovered  he  could¬ 
n’t  because  of  the  way  his  sewer  and  util¬ 
ity  lines  are  positioned.  “We  were  unable 
to  put  one  in,  but  I  just  wanted  to  see  more 
trees  in  the  neighborhood,”  he  says,  “so  I 
called  up  [Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest] 
and  asked  how  it  works.” 

The  Friends  will  provide  advice  on  the 
types  of  trees  that  will  grow  best  in  spe¬ 
cific  locations  and  which  ones  will  not 
damage  sidewalks  and  cause  allergies. 
According  to  FUF,  the  two  trees  recom¬ 
mended  most  for  Noe  Valley  are  the  Vic¬ 
torian  Box  and  Southern  Magnolia,  both 
of  which  have  fragrant  white  flowers. 
Still,  many  other  tree  types  can  flourish 
in  the  neighborhood  as  well. 

To  find  out  more  and  to  discuss  eligi¬ 
bility  requirements,  contact  Fowler  at 
stephenfowler@yahoo.com  or  648-48 1 1 . 

“Noe  Strolls”  Rides  Again 

Just  when  it  seemed  Noe  Strolls  had 
been  permanently  parked,  founder  Mar- 
tine  Paris  says  all  babies  and  their  care¬ 
givers  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  1 1 
a.m.  Welcome  Stroll  every  Thursday. 
Other  strolls,  including  those  in  other 
parts  of  the  city,  have  been  shelved  due 
to  lack  of  leaders  and  spotty  attendance, 
says  Paris,  but  she  hopes  to  keep  the  orig¬ 
inal  one  rolling  along. 

All  you  need  to  participate  is  a  baby 
and  a  stroller.  The  stroll  begins  at  Holey 
Bagel  at  3872  24th  Street  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  streets.  First,  the 
grownups  fuel  up  with  a  free,  baby-sized 
bagel  from  Holy  Bagel.  Then  the  “baby 
brigade,”  led  by  two  experienced 
strollers,  heads  up  24th  Street  and  over 
the  Castro  Hill,  along  16th  Street,  and 
back  down  Church  Street  to  24th  Street. 

If  you’d  like  more  information  or  are 
interested  in  leading  a  different  stroll, 
visit  www.noestrolls.com  or  e-mail  noe- 
strolls@aol.com. 


Healthy  Women,  healthy  lives 


Knowledge  is  good.  Especially  when  it  comes  to  your  health. 
We’d  like  to  invite  you  to  visit  our  Women’s  Health  Event. 

Thursday,  May  12, 2005,  6  -  8:45  p.m. 

Kaiser  Permanente  San  Francisco  Medical  Center 
2238  Geary  Blvd.  at  Divisadero,  Rrst  floor  lobby 

This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 

Reception  6-8  p.m. 

Enjoy  free  refreshments  and  talk  with  Kaiser  Permanente  representatives. 


Presentations  6:45  -  7:30  p.m. 

•  Mind  and  body  sampler  -  Discover 
the  power  of  your  mind  as  it  relates 
to  your  physical  well-being  through 
various  mind-and-body  experiences. 

•  Fitness  for  your  bones  -  Learn 
how  to  help  keep  your  bones  healthy 
so  you  can  prevent  osteoporosis. 

•  Diet  myths  and  truths  -  What’s  the 
real  truth  about  the  latest  fad  diets? 
Come  and  learn  about  the  benefits 
of  different  diets  and  the  realities  of 
weight  management. 


Presentations  8  -  8:45  p.m. 

•  Mind  and  body  sampler  -  Discover 
the  power  of  your  mind  as  it  relates 
to  your  physical  well-being  through 
various  mind-and-body  experiences. 

•  The  Health  Coach-ls  this  for  you?  - 
Learn  more  about  our  new  Health 
Coach*  Compute  your  body  mass 
index.  Learn  about  healthy  living  tips 
and  simple  life  changes  you  can  make 
to  optimize  your  health. 

•  Looking  your  best-Skin  rejuvenation 
-  Learn  the  latest  about  plastic  surgery* 
and  how  to  look  your  best. 


To  reserve  your  space  at  our  women’s  health  event,  please  call  415.833.9043  or  send  an  e-mail 
to  healthy.women@kp.org.  Please  RSVP  and  indicate  your  lecture  choice  before  5  p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  May  11, 2005. 

'Services  described  here  are  provided  on  a  fee-for-service  basis.  These  services  are  not  provided  or  covered  by  Kaiser 
Foundation  Health  Plan,  Inc.,  and  you  are  financially  responsible  to  pay  for  them.  Services  are  provided  by  providers  or 
contractors  of  The  Permanente  Medical  Group,  Inc.  Results  of  services  vary  among  patients  and  cannot  be  guaranteed. 
For  specific  information  about  your  health  plan  benefits,  please  see  your  Evidence  of  Coverage. 

Photo  of  models  shown,  not  actual  patients. 
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COLDUJeU. 
LI  AN  KG  R  □ 


Buying  or  Selling  -  Call  the  Betty  Taisch  Team! 
We  Exceed  Your  Expectations!! 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's  active 
market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and  international  marketing. 
Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

Top  1%  Nationally  •  International  President's  Premier 


CRS,  CRB,  LTG,  SRE,  E-PRO 

Broker  Associate 

Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Senior's  Real  Estate  Specialist 
11  year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com  •  www.taisch.com 


ifletty  .Taisch, 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs! 


Expect  the  best. 

V _ 
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Best  Choice  Realty 


1 679  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 31 
(415)  648-7355 

www.helpusell.com/bestchoice 
email:  bestchoice@helpusell.com 

Never  pay  5-6%  to  sell  your  home  again! 
Save  with  a  set  fee  of  only  $9,950!* 

-  Save  thousands  with  a  better  way  to  sell  and  buy  real  estate 

-  No  Advance  Fee.  Payable  only  when  property  is  sold. 

-  Guaranteed  Weekly  Advertising 

-  Internet  Marketing  with  Virtual  Tours 

-  Licensed  Real  Estate  Professionals 

-  Full-Service  Brokerage 

-  Sellers,  Call  for  a  Free  Consultation  Today! 

-  Buyers,  Call  to  Hear  about  our  Current  Listings! 

*  Fee  may  vary  depending  on  property  value  and  total  services  provided. 
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LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 


Good  friends,  great  food, 
cozy  dinners,  friendly  service. 
Why  wait? 

Dinner  and  Weekend  Brunch 
4123  24th  Street  at  Castro 
285-5598  call  for  hours 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


additions  kitchens  baths 


Doug  Shoemaker  ALA.,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 

415.648.1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


7\rn  it  dad 

JLw  JLmjf  JLmM JlTl 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


Go  Giants! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

4X5-282-4007 
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24th  Street  Gets  a  Clean  Sweep 

“In  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  State  of 
the  Neighborhood  survey,  one  of  the  most 
frequent  comments  was  how  dirty  and 
cluttered  with  trash  24th  Street  is,”  says 
Richard  May,  a  member  of  the  residents 
group  Friends  of  Noe  Valley. 

That’s  why  the  Friends  decided  to  or¬ 
ganize  Clean  Sweep  Noe  Valley  from  9 
a.m.  until  noon  on  Saturday,  May  14.  To 
help  beautify  the  neighborhood,  join  lo¬ 
cal  volunteers  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’ 
Market  minipark  on  24th  Street  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  streets. 

The  Friends  will  fortify  participants 
with  free  Starbucks  coffee,  juice,  donuts. 
Holey  Bagel  bagels,  and  healthy  snacks. 
Then  groups  of  10  will  grab  their  gloves 
and  bags  and  head  out  to  tidy  up  24th 
Street  as  well  as  outer  Church  Street.  Kids 
and  dogs  are  welcome  to  join  in  the  fun. 
The  Department  of  Public  Works  will 
come  by  afterwards  to  pick  up  bags  of 
trash  and  any  large  items. 

May  says  the  Friends  are  planning  an¬ 
other  Clean  Sweep  on  Saturday,  July  9. 
They  hope  to  expand  the  cleaning  to  the 
entire  neighborhood  and  enlist  folks  to  or¬ 
ganize  cleanup  parties  on  their  block. 

Picture  Book  Creating  a  Buzz 

Although  it  features  a  bee  named  Buzz 
Bumble,  local  author  Lynn  Hazen’s  sec¬ 
ond  picture  book  won’t  sting  at  all.  Hazen 
will  be  signing  copies  of  Buzz  Bumble  to 
the  Rescue  at  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers 
on  Castro  Street  near  24th  Street  from  1 1 
a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  on  Sunday,  May  15. 
The  book,  illustrated  by  artist  Jill  New¬ 
ton,  is  appropriate  for  kids  ages  3  to  8.  It 
tells  the  story  of  Buzz  Bumble  and  his  jeal¬ 
ousy  over  the  newly  arrived  Baby  Bumble. 

This  story  of  sibling  rivalry  is  one  of 

several  books  Hazen  has  written  for  kids. 

♦ 

“I  write  across  all  genres,”  she  says.  “I 
have  a  young  adult  novel  that’s  with  an 
editor,  and  I  have  another  picture  book 
about  a  snail  that’s  also  with  an  editor.” 

She  also  has  written  a  sequel  to  her  pic¬ 
ture  book  Mermaid  Mary  Margaret,  pub¬ 
lished  in  2004  by  Bloomsbury  U.S.A. 
Nowadays,  Hazen  is  working  on  a  novel 
aimed  at  middle-school  children.  When 
not  writing,  she  is  running  a  preschool  out 
of  her  home  on  San  Jose  Avenue  near 
23rd  Street.  Catch  her  at  Cover  to  Cover 
and  find  out  what  the  buzz  is  about. 

Design  a  Poster  for  Market 

If  you  ’  ve  got  a  poster  design  that  would 
look  good  on  Market  Street,  now’s  the 
time  to  submit  your  idea  to  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Arts  Commission.  The  commission 
is  seeking  proposals  from  professional 
artists  who  live  in  the  Bay  Area  and  who 
do  work  in  painting,  photography,  draw¬ 
ing,  printmaking,  or  mixed  media.  The 
deadline  for  submissions  is  Monday,  May 
16,  at  5  p.m. 

The  winning  artist  will  design  and 
oversee  the  printing  of  new  art  posters  to 
be  installed  along  the  tourist-heavy  Mar¬ 
ket  Street.  The  posters  will  be  on  display 
in  the  triangular  kiosks  on  Market  be¬ 
tween  Van  Ness  Avenue  and  the  Embar- 
cadero  from  mid-February  2006  until 
February  2007.  Four  artists’  work  will  be 
chosen  to  run  in  three-month  exhibitions. 

For  more  specific  guidelines  and  ap¬ 
plication  requirements,  visit  the  San 
Francisco  Arts  Commission’s  web  site  at 
www.sfartscommission.org/pubartl  or 
send  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
to  Art  on  Market  Street,  2006  Kiosk 
Poster  Series  RFP,  San  Francisco  Art 
Commission,  25  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite 
240,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 


Talent  Show  to  Benefit  Homeless 

Formerly  homeless  entertainers  will 
sing,  dance,  and  more  at  the  Community 
Housing  Project’s  talent  show,  known  as 
“A  Night  with  the  Stars,”  at  6  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  May  17.  The  performers  will 
compete  for  cash  prizes  while  raising 
money  for  CHP’s  nationally  recognized 
supportive  housing  program. 

The  Community  Housing  Project  of¬ 
fers  permanently  affordable  housing  to 
homeless  people,  along  with  supportive 
services  such  as  counseling  and  training 
that  allow  tenants  to  maintain  their  hous¬ 
ing.  The  agency  currently  offers  more 
than  300  units  of  housing  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  plans  to  add  an  additional  300 
new  units  over  the  next  five  years.  CHP 
'  is  celebrating  its  15th  year. 

“A  Night  with  the  Stars”  takes  place  at 
the  Great  American  Music  Hall  at  859 
O’Farrell  Street.  The  event  will  feature  a 
silent  auction,  cocktails,  and  appetizers, 
as  well  as  special  guest  performances. 
Tickets  are  $75  each;  corporate  and  indi¬ 
vidual  sponsorships  begin  at  $250.  For 
more  information,  call  ‘241-9015,  ext. 
304,  or  visit  www.chp-sf.org. 

History  Walks  for  Free 

Hundreds  of  free  walking  tours  will  be 
offered  by  City  Guides  San  Francisco  this 
month  and  throughout  the  summer.  The 
city’s  topnotch  tour  guides  (and  history 
buffs)  will  lead  excursions  to  Chinatown 
and  Alamo  Square,  and  hikes  up  Nob  Hill 
and  across  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  to 
name  just  a  few  of  the  gems. 

If  you’d  like  to  stay  near  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  join  in  the  “Castro:  Tales  of  a  Village” 
tour  on  Sunday,  May  8,  at  11  a.m.  This 
popular  tour  was  organized  by  two  Noe 
Valley  residents  and  gives  walkers  a  sense 
of  the  history  and  beauty  of  the  Castro 
neighborhood.  To  participate,  put  on  some 
comfortable  shoes  and  meet  under  the 
large  rainbow  flag  in  Harvey  Milk  Plaza 
at  the  comer  of  Market  and  Castro  streets. 

A  walking  tour  of  Noe  Valley  is  usu¬ 
ally  offered  in  May  and  October,  notes 
City  Guides  Program  Director  Abby 
Daniels,  but  the  volunteer  who  leads  the 
walks  is  unavailable  this  month. 

To  find  out  when  a  Noe  Valley  tour  will 
be  scheduled  or  to  learn  about  summer 
walking  tours  in  other  neighborhoods, 
check  in  with  City  Guides’  web  site  at 
www.sfcityguides.org.  The  group  is  to¬ 
tally  non-profit  and  sponsored  by  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library. 

Summer  Fun  at  the  Zoo 

Kids  who  love  animals  and  the  out¬ 
doors  are  sure  to  enjoy  the  San  Francisco 
Zoo’s  summer  camp  program.  Children 
ages  4*/2  through  those  entering  the  sixth 
grade  are  invited  to  spend  a  week  at  the 
Zoo  learning  about  the  animals  who  live 
there  and  how  the  staff  at  the  Zoo  cares 
for  them.  Walks,  snacks,  crafts,  and 
games  are  all  designed  to  help  kids  learn 
about  animals  and  have  fun. 

One-week  sessions  run  June  13 
ihrough  Aug.  26.  Kindergarteners  attend 
half-day  sessions,  while  the  older  chil¬ 
dren  stay  from  9  a.m.  until  4  p.m.  Fees 
range  from  $155  to  $270,  depending  on 
the  child’s  age  and  whether  or  not  the 
family  has  a  Zoo  membership.  Aftercare 
is  available  for  an  additional  fee. 

For  the  scoop  on  registration,  visit  the 
Zoo’s  web  site  at  www.sfzoo.org  or  call 
753-7073. 


This  month's  Short  Takes  were  written  by 
Erin  O’Briant  and  Noel  Lieberman. 
Please  send  June  Short  Take  and  Calen¬ 
dar  items  to  editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 


Wills 

and 

Whatnot 


No  charge,  but 
please  reserve 
your  space:  282-2317 


NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

Presbyterian  Church,  USA 

1021  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street  4 1 5-282-23 1 7 

Sunday  Worship:  10:30  a.m.  Childcare  provided 

Rev.  Keenan  C.  Kelsey,  Pastor 

A  Workshop  Regarding  Living  Wills, 

Trusts,  Estate  Planning 
You  are  invited  to  a  (free)  investment 
of  your  time! 

Saturday,  May  21  at  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Presentation:  1 0  am  -  noon 
Conversation  &  Lunch:  noon  -  1  pm 
Robin  Crawford 

Attorney  at  Law,  Ordained  Presbyterian  Minister 

Specialist  in  family  law,  probate  services  and  wills  &  trusts  planning 


■CKitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KiafbMafd  CORIAN®  GRANITE  ZODIAQ 

Cabinetry 


COLDWELL  BANKER 

proudly  presents 


CORONA  HEIGHTS  HOME 

130  Saturn  Street 

2  bedrooms  &  2  baths.  2  car  side  by  side 
garage.  Living  room  with  wood  burning 
fireplace.  Formal  dining  room.  Hardwood 
floors.  Views  of  the  East  and  South!  Large 
yard  with  shed. 

Offered  at  $949,000 


JIM  LAUFENBERG 
&  LISA  CAMOZZI 
415.621.4114 


GREAT  STARTER  IN  CHIC 
CORONA  HEIGHTS 

4096  17th  Street  #110 

2  bedroom  &  2  bath  condo  +  parking. 
Quiet  corner  unit  with  private  patio  off 
living  room  and  bedroom.  Formal  living 
room.  Remodeled  kitchen  and  large  dining 
area.  Walking  distance  to  the  Castro! 

Offered  at  $499,000 


BRIAN  LEUNG 

415.338.0128 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 


COLDUI6LL 


2633  Ocean  Avenue 


BANKER  □ 


415.334.1880 
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Glen  Park 


... 


TV.  sj*1' I 


Bird  &  w 
Beckett 
Books  ^ — 
&  Record 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-373  3  •  www.hird-heckctt.com 
^88  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


Serving  San  Francisco’s 
buyers  and  sellers 
since  1984 

Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

415.920.8215 

BethKershaw@aol.com 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


SHANTA 

,  design|build 

Since  1974,  specialists  in  high 
quality  residential  remodeling 

•  Kitchen  and  bathroom  renovations 

•  Home  additions— vertical  &  horizontal 

•  Major  structural  improvements 

•  Restoration  of  fine  period  homes 

•  Leak  diagnosis  and  repair 


415.821.4091 


license  442870  B 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


“J  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I'm 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 
Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I've  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear." 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Tuesday  Night  U  Family  Night! 

CP  Kids 

683  Chenery  Street  In  Glen  Part  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 


Art  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RUSTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 


CG 
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Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


Victorian  •  Arts  &  Crafts 
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Let 

BYLINES 

Be 

BYLINES 


Teach  a 
Man  to  Read... 

By  Lee  Hopkins 

In  a  book  of  essays  owned  by  his 
younger  contemporary  William 
Shakespeare,  Michel  de  Montaigne 
wrote  that  reading  prepares  us  for  life  as 
well  as  death. 

But  what  if  you  cannot  read? 

This  problem  is  widely  perceived  by 
the  public  as  one  of  disadvantaged  chil¬ 
dren,  or  those  who  are  foreign-bom.  But 
it  is  a  pervasive  and  serious  situation 
that  affects  the  whole  social  spectrum  of 
San  Francisco. 

The  San  Francisco  Public  Library’s 
Project  Read  estimates  that  80,000 
adults,  or  one  out  of  eight  in  our  city, 
have  some  difficulty  with  basic  reading 
and  writing.  Since  1983,  Project  Read 
has  provided  free  one-on-one  tutoring. 


workshops,  and  ongoing  instruction  for 
English-speaking  adults  who  seek  to 
improve  their  literacy.  The  program 
has  trained  more  than  4,000  volunteers 
to  assist  an  equal  number  of  students,' 
to  increase  their  reading  and  writing 
skills,  set  goals,  and  enhance  their  lives. 
Each  year.  Project  Read  volunteers 
contribute  more  than 
10,000  hours  to  this 
worthy  cause. 

One  of  these 
volunteers  is  Wade 
Acton,  a  72-year- 
old  resident  of  Noe 
Street.  Acton  is  a 
Stanford  graduate,  a 
Navy  veteran,  and  a  retired  corporate 
communications  staffer  for  Standard  Oil 
of  California. 

He  signed  up  with  Project  Read  about 
four  years  ago,  after  putting  in  20  years 
tutoring  foreign-bom  students  at  the 
Mission  Language  and  Vocational 
School  and  the  International  Institute  of 
San  Francisco. 

Within  six  months  of  joining  Project 
Read,  Acton  had  tutored  three  students 
at  the  Adult  Learning  and  Tutorial  Cen¬ 
ter  on  Gough  Street  near  Market.  This 
organization,  which  is  affiliated  with 
City  College  of  San  Francisco,  gets 
some  of  its  tutors  from  Project  Read. 

The  Project  Read  format  has  been 
carefully  thought  out  to  protect  students 


from  embarrassment  or  discomfort.  For 
one  thing,  the  program  avoids  placing 
students  in  classrooms  with  much 
younger  and  perhaps  far  more  proficient 
people. 

Before  offering  the  services  of  a  pro¬ 
fessionally  trained  tutor.  Project  Read 
evaluates  each  student’s  individual 

needs.  It  also  makes 
sure  student  and 
teacher  have  access  to 
learning  and  teaching 
tools,  an  easy-to-use 
computer  lab,  family 
services  to  encourage 
reading  at  home,  voca¬ 
tional  help,  and  refer¬ 
rals  to  other  educational  resources. 

Students  may  focus  on  one  objective, 
such  as  passing  the  high  school  equiva¬ 
lency  test  or  GED.  But  they  often  gain 
collateral  benefits,  Acton  tells  me.  Their 
newfound  confidence  may  lead  them  to 
register  to  vote  and  participate  in  elec¬ 
tions,  take  advantage  of  the  many  sup¬ 
portive  programs  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library,  and  encourage  the  aca¬ 
demic  goals  of  family  members. 

Since  2001,  Acton  has  been  tutoring 
a  61 -year-old  man  who  is  preparing  to 
take  the  GED  exam,  which  requires 
passing  tests  in  five  subject  areas:  writ¬ 
ing,  reading,  math,  social  studies,  and 
science.  Acton  meets  with  the  student 
twice  weekly  for  an  hour-long  session 
to  work  on  vocabulary  and  spelling 
skills.  The  two  of  them  together  have 
drawn  up  a  list  of  500  frequently  mis¬ 
spelled  words,  and  they  address  10  each 
week.  Acton  says  he  spends  a  half-hour 
beforehand  drafting  a  lesson  plan. 

Saying  that  the  key  element  “is  to 
build  trust  with  the  learner,”  Acton 
structures  his  tutoring  to  relate  to  the 
real  world  of  his  student.  As  the  student 
is  the  appointed  tenants’  rights  advocate 
in  his  Tenderloin  hotel,  Acton  builds 


assignments  around  newspaper  clip¬ 
pings  of  stories  on  housing  and  home¬ 
lessness  and  related  issues. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  aspects  of 
working  with  this  student,  says  Acton, 
is  the  man’s  “sincerity  and  desire  to 
learn.”  Acton  makes  sure  each  tutorial 
session  leads  to  measurable  progress. 

Tutor  and  student  recently  celebrated 
a  milestone:  A  parable  the  student  wrote 
about  a  man  living  in  ancient  Egypt  was 
featured  in  Midnight  Writers,  a  creative 
writing  journal  published  by  the  Adult 
Learning  Center. 

Gandhi  once  said,  “Live  as  if  you 
were  to  die  tomorrow.  Learn  as  if  you 
were  to  live  forever.” 

Both  Wade  and  his  student  are  obvi¬ 
ously  following  Gandhi’s  advice. 

If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  or  find 
out  more  about  Project  Read,  call  415- 
557-4388,  e-mail  projectread@sfpl.org, 
or  go  to  www.projectreadsf.org.  □ 

Lee  Hopkins  is  a  15-year  resident  of 
Noe  Valley.  His  writing  has  appeared  in 
West  Coast  and  national  media. 


Let  Bylines  Be  Bylines 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  first-person  essays. 
Mail  manuscripts  to  Bylines,  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14;  or  send 
e-mail  to  bylines@noevalley 
voice.com.  Please  include  your 
name,  address,  and  phone  number. 


Custom  Made 

Home  Makeovers 

(Rearrange 

Curtains 
< inflows 

f  LISA 

(  yiOLETTQ  ) 

V  V  SAN  FRANClSCcX^  J 

(Recreate 

(Revitalize 

Slipcovers 

Calf  for  a  Consultation 

'Your  Home! 

415.341.8442  vioCetto@CisavioCetto.i 

:om 

1414  Castro  Street  San  ‘Francisco,  CA  94114 

Gandhi  once  said, 

“. Live  as  if  you  were  to  die 
tomorrow.  Learn  as  if  you 
were  to  live  forever” 


St  Phi  I  ip  The  Apost  I  e  School 


Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


A  neighborhood  school 

providing 

Small  classes  in  K-  8 
Low  teacher  student  ratios 
Mobile  technology  laboratories 
a.m  &  p.m  extended  care 
A  wide  variety  of  after  school  programs, 
including  language,  sports  league  and  the  arts 


For  more  information  or  to  schedule  a  tour,  call 
Sr  Ann  Cronin  B.V.M.,  Principal 
665  Elizabeth  Street 
(415)  824  8467 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Noe  Valley  Pet  Company  hosts  Rocket  Dog  Rescue 
Mother’s  Day  Adoption  Fair  • 

Sunday,  May  8th  1 1 :00  to  4:00  p.m. 


Pet  Poses,  professional  pet  photographers, 
will  be  on  hand  to  capture  the  moment. 


Appointments  can  also  be  made  with 
Pet  Poses  on  that  day  separate 
of  adoptions  by  calling  415.786.3275 

1451  Church  St.  at  Cesar  Chavez 

tel:  4 1 5  282  7385  |  noevalleypet.com 
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We  do  oil  the  work,  you  just  make  the  call. 

You  don't  even  have  to  leave  home  -  we  bring 
everything  to  you!  - 

Keep  this  ad  for  your  next  project,  or  pass  it  on 
to  a  friend.  We  will  transform  your  ideas  into 
reality. 

COMPLIMENTARY  IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION  &  NEW  CLIENT  SPECIAL 

$100  OFF 

WITH  THIS  RSVP  AD 

Minimum  Purchase:  $500.  Offer  Expires  6/30/05 


Has  your  home  decor  lost  its  charm? 

Styles  change.  You  change.  Embrace  change! 

Let  us  interpret  who  you  are  into  where  you  live! 


INTERIORS 

by  Decorating  Den” 
236  W.  Portol  Ave  #526  San  Francisco  CA  941 27 


415.586.8694 

415.586.8695  fax 
www.decdens.com/cparrott 
cherylparrott@decoratingden.com 


possibilities 


StlimJl 


spaces 


Cheryl  Parrott 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 


17  year’s  experience 


Organic 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


Artistry 


CARLIN’S  GARD 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Craftcare  Hardwood  Floors 

Specializing  in  All  Phases  of  Finished  Wood  Flooring 

WHERE  QUALITY  WORK  IS  OUR  PRIORITY! 

Free  Estimates  www.craftcare.net  (415)  826-6330 
Owner:  Bryan  McCue  •  State  License  #576013 


Noe  Valley 


ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years  -  Reasonable  Prices  -  Senior  Discounts 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

All  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 
Modified  Bitumen  ~  Shingles  ~  Tiles  -  Slate 
Gutters  and  Downspouts  -  Sheet  Metal  -  Skylights 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident)  at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 


GARAVAGLIA*ARCHITECTURE 


Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 
I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 


415.391.9633 

www.garavaglia.com 


Design  within  context  of  our  community 
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ZEPHYR. 

WE’RE  ALL  ABOUT  NEIGHBORHOODS... 

YOURS. 


4040  24th  Street  •  Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707  •  www.zephyrsf.com 

2  I  5  West  Portal  Ave.  •  4 1 5.73  1 .5000  4200  I  7th  St.  •  4  I  5.552.9500  3  I  8  Brannan  St.  •  4 1  5.905.0250 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 
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Turrw'V 


•  MAY  2005  • 


Now:  Registration  is  under  way  for  City 
College's  SUMMER  TERM;  classes  at 
James  Lick  Middle  School  begin  on 
June  7. 239-3000.  mw.ccsf.edu. 

Now:  SUMMER  ZOO  CAMP  for  chil¬ 
dren  age  4  through  6th  grade  runs  from 
June  13  through  Aug.  26;  for  registra¬ 
tion  info,  753-7073  or  wm.sfzoo.org. 

May  1:  A  SPRING  FESTIVAL  at  Rocky 
Mountain  Cooperative  Nursery  School 
features  live  performances,  a  raffle, 
games,  and  face  painting.  11  am  to  4 
pm.  Peixotto  Playground,  15th  Street  at 
Beaver.  552-2929. 

May  1:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  shows  off 
dogs  in  front  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

Noon  to  4  pm.  4040  24th  St.  642-4786. 

May  1:  St.  Paul's  Parish  celebrates  its 
125th  year  at  a  BIRTHDAY  PARTY  "fun 
raiser  and  fundraiser”  at  the  Pritikin 
Mansion,  with  tours,  a  gourmet  barbe¬ 
cue,  and  jazz.  2  pm.  648-7538. 

May  1:  ORANGE  SHERBET  performs 
music  and  poems  from  its  album  Big 
Brother.  Big  Sister,  inspired  by  Free  to 
Be  You  and  Me.  3  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  339-9123. 

May  1:  "LAUGH  FOR  THE  ANIMALS,” 
a  benefit  for  Animal  Care  and  Control, 
features  comedians  and  a  funny  pet 
photo  contest.  7  pm.  S.F.  Comedy  Club, 
50  Mason  St.  591-3004. 

May  1  to  22:  The  audience  gets  to 
pick  one  of  three  endings  to  the  story  of 
HANSEL  AND  GRETEL  in  the  Young 
Performers  Theater  interactive  version. 
Sat:,  1  pm;  Sun.,  1  and  3  pm.  Fort 
Mason,  Building  C.  346-5550. 

May  1  to  28:  YOGA  GARDEN,  for¬ 
merly  Castro  Yoga,  offers  “Yoga  101,”  a 
Saturday  and  Sunday  four-week  series 
of  introductory  classes.  1  to  2:30  pm. 
286  Divisadero  St.  552-9644. 


May  2:  Artsake  holds  a  six-week  Intro¬ 
duction  to  WATERCOLOR  class,  taught 
by  Andrew  Carson.  6:30  to  8:30  pm. 
3961  24th  St.  mw.artsakesf.com. 

May  2  to  31:  Chris  Sequeira  leads 
classes  in  TAI  CHI.  Mon.  &  Tues.,  6  pm, 
at  1021  Sanchez  St.;  Wed.  &  Fri.,  10:15 
am.  Call  415-773-8185  or  650-756- 
6857  for  location. 

May  3, 10  &  31:  Preschool  STORY 
TIME,  for  children  3  to  5,  begins  at  10 
am.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St, 
355-5707. 

May  4:  A  MOTHER'S  DAY  WORKSHOP 
at  See  Jane  Run  features  a  stroller- 
friendly  walk  at  9:15  am,  and  workshops 
from  10  am  to  noon,  including  a  foot 
care  clinic,  bra  fittings,  and  discussions 
of  pre-  and  post-natal  fitness  and  nutri¬ 
tion.  391024th  St.  RSVP  to  401-8338 
or  jess@seejanerunsports.com. 


Plate  storyteller  Patricia  Bulitt  will 
appear  May  7  at  the  Randall  Museum. 


May  4:  Artists  Paul  Lanier  and  Aiko 
Cuneo  discuss  their  mother,  artist  RUTH 
ASAWA,  at  a  screening  of  a  Spark  docu¬ 
mentary  about  the  Alvarado  Arts  Pro¬ 
gram.  Sponsored  by  Parents  for  Public 
Schools.  6:30  pm.  McKinley  School, 
14th  Street  at  Castro.  468-7077. 

May  4:  Artsake  offers  a  six-week 
CLASS  in  “Beginning  Oil  Painting.” 

6:30  to  8:30  pm.  3961  24th  St. 
wm.artsakesf.com. 


May  4:  Republican  political  consultant 
CHARLES  RUND  will  discuss  campaign 
strategies  at  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club  meeting.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-4010. 

May  5:  Learn  the  basics  of  ACRYLIC 
PAINTING  at  a  six-week  class  offered  by 
Artsake.  7  to  9  pm.  3961  24th  St. 
wm.artsakesf.com. 

May  5  to  26:  Chris  Fernie  leads 
QIGONG  classes  Thursdays,  6:30  to  8 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St.  305-4692. 

May  5  to  26:  NOESTROLLS  offers  a 
Noe/Castro/Mission  walk  for  babies  and 
their  caregivers  Thursdays,  beginning  at 
11  am.  Meet  at  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th 
St.  wm.noestrolls.com. 

May  6:  New  York  Times  science  con¬ 
tributor  David  Kirby  discusses  the 
AUTISM  epidemic.  Sponsored  by  Nat¬ 
ural  Resources  and  Bay  Area  Holistic 
Parents  Association.  4  pm.  Garden 
Yoga,  286  Divisadero  St.  550-261 1 

May  6, 13,  20  &  27:  Theresa  Garcia 
leads  ROSEN  METHOD  movement 
classes.  8:30  am.  Upper  Studio,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  812-9917. 

May  7:  James  Lick  students  hold  a 
CAR  WASH  and  food  sale,  with  enter¬ 
tainment  by  dancers  and  drummers,  to 
raise  funds  for  their  2005  yearbook. 

8:30  am  to  2:30  pm.  Upper  schoolyard; 
enter  on  25th  Street  between  Noe  and 
Castro.  1220  Noe  St.  695-5675. 

May  7:  Treasures  untold  will  be  up  for 
grabs  at  the  30th  annual  Fair  Oaks 
Neighbors  STREET  FAIR  and  Flea  Mar¬ 
ket.  9  am  to  4  pm.  Fair  Oaks  between 
21st  and  26th  streets.  Rain  date  is  May  • 
14.  648-4977. 


May  7:  Miraloma  Elementary  School's 
SPRING  FESTIVAL  offers  entertainment 
for  the  whole  family.  11  am  to  3  pm. 

175  Omar  Way.  643-5327. 

May  7:  STORYTELLER  Olga  Loya  tells 
tales  for  all  ages  in  celebration  of  Cinco 
de  Mayo.  Noon.  Mission  Library,  300 
Bartlett  St.  355-2828  for  reservations. 

May  7:  PATRICIA  BULITT  performs  an 
interactive  story  for  all  ages,  “How  I 
Found  My  Grandmother  in  a  Plate.”  1 
pm.  Randall  Museum  Theater,  199 
Museum  Way.  415-554-9600. 

May  7:  ETH-NOH-TEC  reaches  into 
“The  Asian  Treasure  Bag:  Folk  Tales  and 
Family  Fun,”  at  2  pm.  Main  Library,  100 
Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

May  7:  The  BUBBLE  LADY,  Rebecca 
Niles,  performs  at  the  Glen  Park  Library. 
653  Chenery  St.  337-4340. 

May  7:  PETER  YARROW  (formerly  of 
Peter,  Paul,  and  Mary)  and  his  daughter 
Bethany  perform  “A  Commitment  to 
Ideals,  Hopes,  and  Dreams,”  a  concert 
fundraiser  for  Congregation  Sha’ar 
Zahav.  8  pm.  Cowell  Theater,  Fort 
Mason.  861-6932. 

May  7:  GAMELAN  SEKAR  JAYA,  a  30- 
member  bronze  and  bamboo  ensemble, 
plays  the  music  of  Indonesia.  8:15  pm. 
Noe  Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

May  8:  A  Mother’s  Day  DOG  ADOP¬ 
TION  FAIR  at  the  Noe  Valley  Pet  Com¬ 
pany  showcases  pups  from  Rocket  Dog 
Rescue.  11  am  to  4  pm.  1451  Church 
St.  282-7385. 

May  8:  City  Guides  offers  a  WALKING 
TOUR,  “Castro:  Tales  of  a  Village.”  Meet 
at  11  am  at  Harvey  Milk  Plaza,  Castro 
and  Market,  under  the  large  rainbow 
flag.  557-4266. 


May  8:  Members  of  the  San  Francisco 
Symphony  STRING  QUARTET  perform 
works  by  Alexander  Glazunov  and  Iosif 
Andriasov.  5  pm.  The  Second  Sunday 
Series  at  Holy  Innocents’  Episcopal 
Church,  455  Fair  Oaks  St.  515-0425. 

May  8:  The  California  Native  Plant 
Society  sponsors  a  self-guided  Mother’s 
Day  tour  of  local  NATIVE  PLANT  GAR¬ 
DENS.  For  addresses,  go  to  wm.cnps- 
yerbabuena.org/gardentour.html. 

May  8:  Cartoonist  BEN  KATCHOR  pre¬ 
sents  “The  Life  of  a  Chair-Breaker,  and 
Other  Picture  Stories,”  and  signs  his 
books  at  the  Cartoon  Art  Museum.  6  to 
8  pm.  655  Mission  St.  415-CARTOON. 

May  11:  City  College’s  Community 
PRESS  DAY  features  representatives 
from  S.F.’s  neighborhood  newspapers. 

1 1  am  to  2  pm.  Diego  Rivera  Theater,  50 
Phelan  Ave.  239-3446. 

May  12:  St.  Luke's  Hospital  holds 
VOLUNTEER  training  the  second  Thurs¬ 
day  of  the  month  from  3  to  5  pm.  3555 
Cesar  Chavez  St.  641-6538. 

May  13  to  22:  DOC  FEST,  the  S.F. 
Documentary  Film  Festival,  features 
non-fiction  cinema  at  the  Roxie  and  the 
Women's  Building.  For  schedule  info, 
call  820-3907;  wm.sfindie.com. 

May  14:  A  24th  Street  CLEANUP, 
“Clean  Sweep  Noe  Valley,”  is  sponsored 
by  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  and  the  East  & 
West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement 
Club;  equipment  and  refreshments  pro¬ 
vided.  9  am  to  noon.  Meet  at  the  mini¬ 
park  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market 
on  24th  Street  near  Vicksburg. 

May  14:  The  Main  Library  hosts  a 
LEGAL  ADVICE  and  Referral  Clinic-with 
signups  from  10:30  am  to  noon. 
Latino/Hispanic  Meeting  Room,  100 
Larkin  St.  557-4400. 


SIMPLY  CHIC 


Introducing 

Our  New  Prom  and  Bridal  Line 

Laundry  •  Siri 


Tadashi 


4028  B  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  between  Noe  &  Castro 

Open  7  Days 

Tel.  415.550.6788  Fax  415.550.6780  www.simplychicsf.com 


Just  For  Fun 

S'  Oczi66/eSoo(//e) 

18  years  of  fun  in  Noe  Valley! 
3982  24th  Street 

(between  Noe  and  Sanchez) 

415.285.4068 

justforfun.  invitations,  com 

Gifts,  toys,  stationery,  greeting  cards  &  more! 

Moms,  Grads  and  Dads  Day 
CARDS  &  GIFTS 

And  at  Scribbledoodles. . . 

for  all  your  invitation  and  custom  printing  needs 

Crane’s  Personalized  Stationery 
FREE  Pen  Offer! 

New  Wedding  and  Baby  books  for  2005! 

Just  in  for  2005:  the  full  line  of 

Disney  &  Pooh  Designs! 
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•  CALENDAR • 


May  14:  Alvarado  Elementary  School's 
CARNIVAL  features  games,  food,  art, 
and  garden  projects,  and  an  old-time 
cakewalk.  11  am  to  3  pm.  625  Douglass 
St.  552-4738. 

May  14:  Bell  Market  hosts  an  Aidells 
SAUSAGE  GRILL  to  benefit  James  Lick 
School,  from  1 1  am  to  5  pm.  3950  24th 
St.  695-5675. 

May.  15:  Lookout!  The  BAY  TO 
BREAKERS  foot  race  begins  at  8  am. 

May  15:  Lynn  Hazen  will  sign  her  new 
PICTURE  BOOK,  Buzz  Bumble  to  the 
Rescue,  at  Cover  to  Cover.  1 1  am  to 
12:30  pm.  1307  Castro  St.  282-8080. 

May  15:  S.F.  Animal  Care  and  Control 
offers  a  free  PET  MICROCHIPPING 
clinic  for  dogs  and  cats.  1  to  4  pm. 

1200  15th  St.  822-5566. 

May  17:  Ingleside  Police  Station  holds 
its  regular  POLICE-COMMUNITY  meet¬ 
ing  starting  at  7  pm.  Ingleside  Station,  1 
Sgt.  John  Young  Lane.  404-4000. 

May  17:  DIANE  Dl  PRIMA  hosts  the 
“Friends  and  Students  of  Diane  di  Prima 
Poetry  Series,"  featuring  Genevieve 
Buehler,  Kit  Kennedy,  and  Jeanne 
Brondino.  7:30  pm.  Bird  and  Beckett, 
2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733. 

May  17  &  22:  The  Golden  Gate 
MEN’S  CHORUS  performs  “Awed  by  the 
Beauty,”  a  concert  including  the  pre¬ 
miere  of  Robert  Kyr’s .Veni  Creator  Spir- 
itus.  May  1 7,  8  pm;  May  22, 4  pm. 
Mission  Dolores  Basilica,  3321  Dolores 
St.  626-6710. 

May  18:  Community  Care  Licensing 
offers  a  CHILDCARE  LICENSING  orien¬ 
tation  from  9  to  1 1 :30  am,  and  a  sup¬ 
porting  workshop  from  12:30  to  3:30 
pm.  Children’s  Council  of  S.F.,  445 
Church  St.  343-3333. 


May  18:  DEE  SPENCER  and  her  jazz 
trio  perform  classics  and  original  com¬ 
positions,  in  the  San  Francisco  Trea¬ 
sures  Series  at  the  Marsh,  8  pm.  1062 
Valencia  St.  826-5750. 

May  18  to  JUNE  8:  “HYPNO¬ 
BIRTHING,  A  Celebration  of  Life”  is 
about  relaxation,  visualization,  and  self- 
help  hypnosis.  7  to  9:30  pm.  Natural 
Resources,  816  Diamond  St.  550-2611. 

May  19:  BIKE-TO-WORK  DAY  features 
energizer  stations  during  morning  and 
evening  commutes,  and  a  cocktail  party 
from  6  to  9  pm  at  the  111  Minna 
Gallery.  431-BIKE  or  www.sfbike.org. 

May  19:  Velvet  Hammer  performs  at  a 
FUNDRAISER  for  Alvarado  School.  6  to 
9  pm.  Max  San  Francisco  Showroom, 
1633  Fillmore  St.  552-4738. 

May  20:  A  benefit  for  the  Nuclear  Pol¬ 
icy  Research  Institute  features  a  discus¬ 
sion  with  Nobel  Peace  Prize  nominee 
HELEN  CALDICOTT,  M.D.,  journalist 
Amy  Goodman,  and  Julia  Butterfly  Hill, 
and  premieres  the  documentary  Helen's 
War:  Portrait  of  a  Dissident.  Castro  The¬ 
ater,  429  Castro  St.  865-5497. 

May  21:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  hosts 
a  workshop  on  LIVING  WILLS,  trusts, 
and  estates.  10  am  to  noon;  lunch,  noon 
to  1  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St.  Reserve  a 
space  at  282-2317. 

May  21:  The  Garden  for  the  Environ¬ 
ment  offers  a  class  in  city  VEGETABLE 
GARDENING.  10  am  to  noon.  Seventh 
Avenue  at  Lawton.  731-5627. 

May  21:  Elizabeth  Street’s  400, 500, 
and  600  blocks  host  a  giant  GARAGE 
SALE  from  10  am  to  2  pm.  826-2044. 

May  21 :  The  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club  offers  VOTER  REGISTRATION  in 
front  of  Bell  Market  from  1 1  am  to  3  pm. 


Crooked  Still  performs  folk  and 
bluegrass  music  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  May  29.  Photo  by  Kelly  Sullivan 


May  21 :  The  PATRIOT  ACT  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  by  the  Gray  Panthers  Civil  Lib¬ 
erties  Committee.  2  pm.  Main  Library, 
Latino/Hispanic  Community  Meeting 
Room,  100  Larkin  St.  552-8800. 

May  21:  Noe  Valley  author  GIL 
SMOLIN,  M.D.,  will  sign  his  medical 
thriller  Reign  of  the  Rat  from  7  to  9  pm. 
Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers,  1307  Cas¬ 
tro  St.  282-8080. 

May  21:  Marley’s  Ghost  performs  Eng¬ 
lish  FOLK  MUSIC  with  Jamaican, 
gospel,  Cajun,  and  rhythm  and  blues 
influences.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

May  22:  A  Tribute  to  HUNTER  S. 
THOMPSON  features  readings  and  rem¬ 
iniscences.  1  to  3  pm.  Main  Library, 

100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 


May  22:  Violist  Geraldine  Walther  pre¬ 
mieres  David  Carlson’s  “True  Divided 
Light,”  a  work  commissioned  by  Noe 
Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC,  with  pianist 
Roy  Bogas.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 

May  22:  SUSAN  KRIEGER  discusses 
her  latest  book,  Things  No  Longer 
There:  A  Memoir  of  Losing  Sight  and 
Finding  Vision.  2  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

May  22:  CANDY  FOREST  leads  the 
San  Francisco  Children's  Chorus  and 
the  teen  singers  of  Community  Music 
Center,  with  guest  artist  Maya  Simpson. 
4  pm.  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

May  24:  FILMS  for  preschoolers  ages 
3  to  5  screen  at  1 0  and  1 1  am.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

May  24  :  The  New  College  School  of 
Law  holds  a  workshop,  “How  to  Collect 
a  SMALL  CLAIMS  COURT  Judgment.” 
10  am.  Civic  Center  Courthouse,  400 
McAllister  St.  241-1300. 

May  24  :  Richard  A.  Slezak  discusses 
“The  COLUMBARIUM  Mystery,”  about  a 
secret  society,  in  a  presentation  for  the 
San  Francisco  History  Association.  7 
pm.  Mission  Dolores  School  Audito¬ 
rium,  16th  and  Church.  750-9986. 

May  26:  The  Bernal  Heights  BOOK 
DISCUSSION  CLUB  features  Miguel  de 
Cervantes'  Don  Quixote.  4  pm.  500 
Cortland  St.  355-2810. 

May  28:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  offers 
a  LAPSIT  for  babies  and  their  parents. 
10:30  am.  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

May  29:  The  CARNAVAL  parade  will 
feature  dancers  and  drummers  from 
James  Lick  Middle  School.  Procession 
starts  at  9:30  am  at  24th  and  Bryant 
streets,  www.carnavalsf.com. 


May  29:  Walter  Brents  discusses  the 
poetry  of  LORD  BYRON  at  Bird  and 
Beckett  Books.  4:30  pm.  2788  Diamond 
St.  586-3733. 

May  29:  CROOKED  STILL  and  Jeff 
Kazor  &  the  Swerve  Beats  perform  old- 
time  and  modern  folk  and  bluegrass 
music.  7  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

May  31:  The  POLICE-COMMUNITY 
meeting  at  Mission  Station  begins  at  6 
p.m.  630  Valencia  Street.  558-5400. 

June  1 :  Besides  singers  and  dancers, 
the  annual  James  Lick  TALENT  SHOW 
includes  a  student  art  show.  6  pm.  1220 
Noe  St.  695-5675. 

June  2:  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  hosts  a 
COMMUNITY  MEETING  to  discuss 
restaurant  ordinance  modification  and 
library  renovations.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  282-9918. 

June  3:  PAMELA  HOLM,  author  of  The 
Toaster  Broke,  So  We're  Getting  Mar¬ 
ried,  will  read  and  sign  copies  of  her 
new  novel,  The  Night  Garden.  Cover  to 
Cover,  1307  Castro  St.  282-8080. 


JUNE  BUG! 

The  next  edition  of  the  Voice 
will  be  distributed  on  or  before 
June  3,  2005.  The  deadline  for 
May  calendar  items  is  May  15. 
Please  note  that  because  of 
space  limitations,  Noe  Valley 
events  take  priority.  Our 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  you 
may  send  an  e-mail  to  calendar 
editor  zabarska@aol.com. 


Have  You 

Seen 

This 

Building? 


♦  Are  you  considering  downsizing? 

♦  Want  to  stay  in  the  neighborhood? 

Six  condominiums,  four  of  which  are 
One  bedroom,  two  bath 
Coming  Soon! 

♦  These  condos  are  only  available  for 
spring  chickens  age  62  and  over. 

♦  Brand  new  construction  complete  . 
with  elevator. 

Don't  miss  this  rare  opportunity! 

For  more  information 

call  Eileen  Long  (415)  920-8234 


Pilates 

In  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


IH|i^ 

>  Reformer  Classes 

Trios  $30  per  class 

Duets  $40  per  class 

Spring  Special 

20%  discount  off  vour  first 
three  Private  sessions 

Prenatal  Conditioning 

Address  the  needs  of  your  growing  body 
&  prepare  for  delivery. 

Postnatal/Mommy  &  Me 

Workout  with  your  baby!  Recondition  & 
tone  your  body  while  preparing  for  the 
physical  demands  of  keeping  up  with  your 
growing  baby. 

Rehabilitation  &  Conditioning 

1414  Castro  Street  @  Jersey 
(415)  282-8850 
www.springpilates.com 
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SCREEN 

AND 

SCREEN 

AGAIN! 


Films  That  Feed  the 
Union  Spirit 

By  David  O' Grady 

Nutraceutical  Corporation,  owners  of 
Real  Food  Company  on  24th  Street, 
should  have  gone  to  the  movies  before 
dismissing  employees  around  Labor  Day 
2003.  They  might  have  learned  a  lesson 
from  the  textile  mill  owners  who  drove 
Sally  Field  to  brandish  a  “Union”  sign  in 
the  1979  film  Norma  Rae. 

Whether  Real  Food  was  union-busting 
or  just  renovating  the  store  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board.  (A  ruling  is  expected  this  sum¬ 
mer.)  Meanwhile,  neighborhood  resi¬ 
dents  continue  to  feel  the  loss  of  a  dedi¬ 
cated  organic  grocer  in  Noe  Valley.  We 
may  be  going  hungry,  but  the  following 
films  about  Working  men  and  women  can 
feed  the  flagging  union  spirit. 

Norma  Rae  in  L.A. 

In  the  overlooked  Bread  and  Roses 
(2000),  a  Latino  urban  version  of  Norma 
Rae ,  the  heroine  Maya,  played  by  Pilar 
Padilla,  is  a  resourceful  illegal  immigrant 
who  escapes  her  “coyotes”  to  join  her  sis¬ 
ter  as  a  non-union  office  janitor  in  Los 
Angeles.  While  cleaning  an  office,  she 
runs  into  Sam,  a  trespassing  labor  organ¬ 
izer  played  by  Adrian  Brody,  as  he  flees 
from  building  security.  On  impulse. 


Maya  helps  Sam  escape,  and  soon  their 
mutual  ideals — and  attraction — turn  into 
a  partnership  to  unionize  the  workers 
against  all  odds. 

If  at  times  a  bit  naive  about  the  chal¬ 
lenges  of  unionizing,  Bread  and  Roses 
doesn't  flinch  at  the  harsh  realities  faced 
by  undocumented  workers  caught  in  the 
union-management  crossfire.  In  one  blis¬ 
tering  scene,  Maya  confronts  her  older 
sister  for  betraying  their  effprts  to  union¬ 
ize.  But  Maya’s  righteousness  turns  to  de¬ 
spair  as  she  learns  of  the  terrible  sacrifices 
her  sister  has  made  to  keep  the  family  afloat. 
It  will  take  all  of  Maya’s  pluck,  and  a  bit 
of  deviousness,  to  protect  those  she  loves. 

War  in  West  Virginia 

Independent  film  director  John  Sayles 
tapped  the  dark  and  often  forgotten  Ap¬ 
palachian  coal  mine  wars  of  the  1920s  to 
create  Matewan  (1987).  His  fictional  ac¬ 
count  follows  labor  organizer  Joe  Kenehan, 
played  by  Chris  Cooper,  who  arrives  in  a 
West  Virginia  company  town  to  find  the 
coal  mine  bosses  engaged  in  race-baiting, 
economic  exploitation,  and  union  sabotage. 

Joe  forges  a  tenuous  peace  among  the 
local,  immigrant,  and  African-American 
workers  to  organize  a  strike  and  join  the 
union.  The  coal-mining  company  fights 
back,  threatening  to  evict  families  from 
their  homes,  until  the  town  sheriff  stands 
up  to  the  company’s  henchmen.  Hostili¬ 
ties  mount,  and  Joe’s  hopes  for  a  non-vi¬ 
olent  resolution  fade  as  both  sides  dig  in 
for  the  inevitable  bloody  showdown. 

Despite  the  bleak  story,  Matewan  s 
sepia-toned  cinematography  and  strong 
performances  from  Cooper,  James  Earl 
Jones,  and  David  Strathaim  make  this  a 
film  to  see. 

“We’re  the  People  That  Live” 

If  ever  there  were  a  required  film  for 
Californians,  it  would  be  the  dust  bowl 


epic  The  Grapes  of  Wrath  (1940).  Direc¬ 
tor  John  Ford’s  classic  adaptation  of  John 
Steinbeck’s  novel  gave  Henry  Fonda  the 
role  of  a  lifetime. 

Fonda  plays  Tom  Joad,  an  ex-convict 
returning  to  the  farm  in  Oklahoma  who 
finds  that  the  bank  has  taken  what’s  left 
of  his  family’s  dried-up  claim.  Forced  on 
the  road  to  California,  Tom  and  Ma  Joad 
help  their  clan  survive  dust  bowl  camps, 
company  farm  exploitation,  and  anti- 
worker  hostility  from  corporate  thugs. 

Though  the  film  is  not  as  strident  as 
Steinbeck’s  book,  it’s  a  miracle  The 
Grapes  of  Wrath  was  made  at  all,  given 
the  subject.  Steinbeck  is  reported  to  have 
said  when  he  saw  the  film  that  it  helped 
him  believe  his  own  words.  Viewers  will 
believe  it,  too,  when  they  watch  the  fa¬ 
mous  scene  of  the  Joad  family  rolling  into 
its  first  Okie  camp,  confronting  one  grim, 
lanky  face  after  another.  Climaxed  by  two 
of  the  most  famous  soliloquies  in  film  his¬ 
tory — Tom  Joad’s  visionary  “I’ll  be 
there”  and  Ma  Joad’s  pragmatic  “We’re 
the  people  that  live” — The  "Grapes  of 
Wrath  is  a  masterpiece. 

Touring  South  America  by 
Motorcycle 

The  motorcycle  in  The  Motorcycle  Di¬ 
aries  (2004) — a  much-loved  but  tem¬ 
peramental  Norton — gives  up  the  ghost 
early,  but  the  story  is  worth  the  trip  in  this 
coming-of-age,  buddy-road  movie.  The 
fact  that  one  of  the  young  men  will  be¬ 
come  the  famous  “Che”  Guevara  puts  a 
slant  on  the  film  that  depends  on  your 
feelings  about  the  controversial  revolu¬ 
tionary.  Regardless,  actors  Gael  Garcia 
Bernal  as  Guevara  and  Rodrigo  De  la 
Serna  as  his  friend  Alberto  Granado  mov¬ 
ingly  depict  the  journey  Ernesto  “Che” 
Guevara  recorded  in  his  diary. 

It’s  1952,  and  the  guys,  both  medical 
students  leaving  Buenos  Aires  for  an  as¬ 


signment  at  a  leper  colony  in  the  Peruvian 
Amazon,  decide  to  take  the  long  way  get¬ 
ting  there.  Soon  their  quest  for  girls  and 
adventure  turns  to  deeper  issues  as  they 
discover  the  economic  and  political  plight 
of  modern  South  America. 

The  effect  on  Guevara  is  profound,  as 
revealed  in  one  scene  where  he  and  Al¬ 
berto  arrive  at  Machu  Picchu.  Marveling 
at  this  monument  to  South  America’s 
past,  Guevara  contemplates  the  force  that 
may  be  necessary  to  achieve  a  better  fu¬ 
ture.  But  ideology  mainly  rides  in  the 
back  seat  of  the  story.  Like  any  good  road 
movie,  The  Motorcycle  Diaries  is  about 
the  journey,  not  the  destination. 

The  Tramp  in  the  Machine 

The  last  film  to  feature  Charlie  Chap¬ 
lin’s  beloved  Tramp  character.  Modern 
Times  (1936)  is  a  poignantly  funny  cri¬ 
tique  of  the  assembly-line  age,  which 
speaks  to  adults  and  children  alike.  A  lit¬ 
eral  cog  in  the  works  at  the  local  factory, 
the  Tramp  one  day  meets  a  homeless 
young  woman,  played  by  Chaplin’s  then- 
wife  Paulette  Goddard,  who  has  been  ar¬ 
rested  for  stealing  a  loaf  of  bread.  The 
Tramp  generously  takes  the  rap  for  the 
theft,  and  when  he  gets  out  of  jail,  makes 
a  new  life  with  his  grateful  sweetheart. 

But  instead  of  living  happily  ever  af¬ 
ter,  the  Tramp  is  repeatedly  jailed  for  var¬ 
ious  offenses,  all  hilarious  and  uninten¬ 
tional,  including  hitting  a  police  officer 
with  a  brick  during  a  factory  lockout.  The 
only  refuge  for  the  couple  turns  out  to  be, 
fittingly  enough,  a  job  as  entertainers  at  a 
neighborhood  restaurant. 

While  Chaplin  makes  light  of  modem 
indignities  with  some  of  the  most  famous 
bits  in  movie  history  (being  force-fed  by 
an  automated  lazy  susan,  tumbling 
through  giant  gears  unscathed),  he  also  il¬ 
lustrates  that  the  rights  of  the  individual 
are  as  sacred  as  laughter.  □ 
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remodeling  .  kitchens .  baths 
(415)  826-9642 

bill@whippleconstructionsf.com 

license  no.  745738 

w e  are  as  met teuious  as  you  are! 

kIANCY  bows  Pal  lA,tllA,0 

Wontan-owned  §  operated 
27  years'  experience 
Interior  exterior  expert  painting 
Color  consultations 
Lead  education  and  detection 
Licensed  and  Insured 

41 5-864-7400 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 


Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  " The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street ” 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  all  NFL 
Games  . 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  comer  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 
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Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 

joe@JaffaOrangePhoto.com 


Noe  Valley  Faces 


Rick  Cornns  is  the  main  man  behind  the  scenes  at  Drewes  Bros.  Meats.  “I  do  it  all,”  he  says,  from  cutting  up  to  cleaning  up.  Cornns  moved  to  Noe  Valley  from  Oakland 
four  years  ago  to  be  closer  to  his  job  and  is  celebrating  his  1 0th  anniversary  working  at  the  venerable  market  at  1706  Church  Street. 
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Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
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HARDWOOD  FLOORS 

28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 
REPAIRED 
INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 

Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  ♦  415-586-0307 


Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 
Hands?  Call  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


aOR  Pa 


We  always  have 
workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home- 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Call  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  -  1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women’s  Collective  $1 2-$1 5/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 


Mastering  the 

Art  of  Real  Estate! 

ir&sM 

V  1 

www.sf Tuxuryhomes.net 

m 

TRI  Coldwell  Banker  #7  in  SF 

a. 

Steven  Minchcn 

415-690-0352 

o 

Atlas  Landscapes 

Award  Winning 
Designers  &  Builders 
of  Fine  Gardens 


■  Irrigation,  Drainage,  Lighting,  Decks,  Fences 

■  Retaining  Walls,  Hot  Tub  Installation,  Planting 
»  Superb  Masonry  Work 

Phone  415-380-0604  ■  www.AtLands.com 

Ca.  Lie.  562324 

V _ _ _ J 
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Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
and  around  Noe  Valley.  This  month  we 
describe  a  Mom  and  Pop  store  specializ¬ 
ing  in  organic  foods  at  26th  and  Guerrero 
streets,  and  an  antique  and  collectibles 
shop  on  Church  Street  that  has  recently 
undergone  a  renovation. 

The  Pickled  Hutch 

1605  Church  Street  at  28th  Street 

641-8875 

w  w>  w.fhepickledh  utch.com 
In  2000,  Debbie  Cole  opened  The 
Pickled  Hutch  on  outer  Church  Street,  an 
antique  shop  that  has  inspired  a  dedicated 
local  clientele.  In  February,  Cole  handed 
over  the  reins  to  her  manager  of  one-and- 
a-half  years,  Lisa  Wilson.  (Cole  is  con¬ 
centrating  on  her  successful  estate  sales 
business  and  other  interests  in  Petaluma, 
Wilson  says.) 

Wilson,  44,  closed  the  shop  for  five 
weeks  to  give  it  a  facelift  and  reopened 
March  8. 

“I’ve  completely  renovated  the  back 
yard,  so  I  have  more  garden  accessories,” 
says  the  new  owner.  “But  we  still  have  the 
clothing  and  jewelry,  soaps  and  candles, 
and  the  emphasis  is  still  on  the  antiques 
and  home  decor.  I’ve  just  opened  up  the 
variety  of  things  we  have  available.” 

The  Pickled  Hutch — named  after  an 
actual  hutch  with  a  “pickled”  or  white¬ 
washed  finish  that  was  the  signature  piece 
of  the  shop  until  the  cupboard  finally 
.  sold — is  a  warren  of  rooms,  including  a 
backyard  garden  with  its  own  “cottage” 
and  shed.  During  the  renovation,  Nader 
Meykadeh  of  Green  Hands,  who  lives 
near  the  shop  and  offered  his  services, 
completely  redesigned  the  back  yard,  re¬ 
moving  the  deck  and  replacing  it  with 
gravel,  potted  plants,  and  furniture.  In  to- 
*tal,  there  are  eight  separate  spaces  in 
store,  and  all  are  filled  with  items  for  sale. 

The  front  room  is  the  largest,  with  but¬ 
ter  yellow  walls  and  original  Douglas  fir 
floors.  (Originally,  the  shop  was  a  candy 
store,  and  the  family  who  owned  it  lived 
in  the  back.  Wilson  sells  tins  of  Chewy 
Peps  candy,  $  16,  in  homage  to  the  space’s 
confectionary  beginnings.) 

The  room  is  devoted  to  the  biggest 
pieces  of  furniture — chairs,  sofas,  tables, 
lamps,  and  dressers  — and  also  includes 


Lisa  Wilson,  owner  ofThe  Pickled  Hutch  on 
Church  Street,  stands  behind  a  favorite 
antique  sofa.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


the  new  signature  piece:  a  large  black 
hutch  with  toile  accents  ($2,150).  Wilson, 
a  former  financial  coordinator  who  lives 
just  three  blocks  from  the  shop  on  Cesar 
Chavez  Street,  refurbished  the  hutch  in 
her  own  garage. 

She  views  her  shop  as  a  “collective  ef¬ 
fort”  of  individuals,  including  Cole,  who 
still  sells  items  on  consignment. 

If  you  walk  beyond  the  sideboards  and 
loveseats,  you’ll  enter  two  more  rooms, 
one  with  vintage  clothing  provided  by 
Charlene  Akers,  a  consignment  seller; 
and  another  filled  with  collectibles  such 
as  flowered  tea  sets,  decorative  rooster 
sculptures,  and  a  1940s  vanity  with  stool 
($350).  Even  the  functioning  bathroom  is 
filled  with  chinaware  for  sale. 

Wilson  describes  the  furniture  and 
knickknacks  as  eclectic — from  country 
kitsch  to  mid-century  to  shabby  chic. 
“What  we  emphasize  are  our  exceptional 
prices,”  she  says.  She  adds  that  antique 
dealers  and  interior  decorators  often 
come  by  the  shop  because  they  know  they 
can  find  bargains,  from  an  $8  glass 
pitcher  to  a  $150  refurbished  dresser  to  a 
$624  leather  wingback  chair. 

The  shop  is  also  a  haven  for  loyal  lo¬ 
cals,  who  pop  in  each  week  to  see  if  any¬ 
thing  new  has  arrived  from  the  antique 
fairs  or  estate  sales  Wilson  frequents.  In 
addition  to  the  antiques  and  collectibles, 
The  Pickled  Hutch  sells  Votivo  candles 
($21.50)  and  handmade  cards  by  Mel 
Harrold  Ink  ($1.75  to  $3.95). 

The  Pickled  Hutch  is  open  Tuesday 
through  Sunday  from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

— Olivia  Boler 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
JHtomemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$25  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  a t  St.  4I5"25^2“49^9 

teg&sL'-  '  Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

.  oK&Zm  <  T  p  •  'Pc  •'•••*  v 

Si?  Chronicle  Top  ioo  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  200* 


26th  and  Guerrero  Market 
1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 
415-282-6274 

“My  parents  had  a  grocery  and  my 
grandparents,  too.  It’s  in  the  blood,”  says 
Ayda  Nasser,  who  helps  run  the  26th  and 
Guerrero  Market  with  her  cousin,  Raouf 
Nasser,  owner  and  proprietor. 

“In  the  old  country?”  I  say,  pointing 
east. 

“Oh  yes,  back,  back...”  She  waves  her 
hand  and  looks  in  the  same  direction. 
“Way  back.  In  a  different  time.” 

Clearly,  the  family  penchant  for  store¬ 
keeping  has  remained  strong  in  the  20 
years  since  Ayda  left  Birzeit,  Palestine,  to 
come  to  America. 

The  26th  and  Guerrero  Market,  which 
opened  in  November  2004,  is  a  bright, 
clean,  and  richly  stocked  comer  grocery. 
Outside  the  front  door,  a  column  in  muted 
but  colorful  tiles  draws  the  eye  upward  to¬ 
ward  an  oval  sign  decorated  with  a  whim¬ 
sical,  buzzing  bumblebee.  Inside,  one’s 
attention  focuses  on  the  abundant  display 
of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  and  neat 
rows  of  canned  and  packaged  goods,  rem¬ 
iniscent  of  the  dear,  departed  Mikeytom 
or  Real  Food  Company  (though  the  store 
is  much  smaller). 

You  can  buy  a  carton  of  milk  or  a  quart 
of  Arak,  a  loaf  of  fresh  Acme  herb  bread 
or  a  bag  of  Philippa’s  Love  Bites  cookies 
($3.89).  Thanksgiving  Coffee  in  bulk  or 
can  runs  $9.29  a  pound,  and  there’s  a 
large  selection  of  herb  teas  including  the 
popular  Rooibus.  The  well-stocked  liquor 
shelves  offer  moderately  priced  Ficklin 
Tinta  Port  of  an  extravagant  bottle  of 
Veuve  Clicquot  Ponsardin  champagne. 
There  are  also  emergency-standby  sup¬ 
plies,  from  Kashi  cereal  to  Pedigree  dog 
food  to  Kleenex.  Paul  Newman  fans  can 
find  a  wide  selection  of  Newman’s  Own 
dressings  ($4.29),  snacks,  and  spaghetti 
sauces.  And  90  percent  of  the  store’s  pro¬ 
duce  is  organic. 

“Yes,”  Ayda  says,  “people  shop  here 
for  our  organic  fruits  and  vegetables. 
They  sell  quickly.” 

Organic  red  chard,  basil,  carrots,  bok 
choy,  lettuce,  apples,  lemons,  even  or¬ 


ganic  tomatoes  and  avocados  fill  up  two 
large  bins.  Prices  are  reasonable  (organic 
avocados,  $2.29;  organic  bananas,  99 
cents  a  pound).  You  can  buy  the  New  York 
Times  in  a  stand  next  to  the  counter  or 
pick  up  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  under  the 
coffee  beans. 

There  is  a  sample  box  of  honey  bread 
on  the  counter,  so  my  mouth  is  full  when 
Ayda  asks,  “Do  you  want  to  know  what 
Birzeit  means?”  I  smile  and  nod.  “It 
means  ‘well  of  oil,”’  she  says.  “We  had 
lots  of  olive  trees  there,  long  ago,  and  our 
water  came  from  wells.  When  the  crop  of 
olives  was  too  huge,  they’d  store  the  ex¬ 
cess  olive  oil  in  the  wells.” 

Ayda,  who  lives  in  Daly  City,  says 
Raouf,  who  lives  in  the  Mission,  chose  to 
locate  the  store  close  to  Noe  Valley  be¬ 
cause  “it’s  a  very  nice  comer,  very  nice 
area,  very  nice  people,  all  together  very 
nice.” 

You  can  shop  at  26th  and  Guerrero 
Market  until  9  p.m.  seven  days  a  week. 
The  store  opens  at  8  a.m.  weekdays  and 
9  a.m.  on  weekends. 

— Doug  Konecky 


Raouf  Nasser  is  proud  of  the  abundance  of 
organic  fruits  and  vegetables  at  his  26th  and 
Guerrero  Market.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


SF  LIVE  ARTS 
PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


At  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  Street  near  23rd 

All  ages  welcome!  •  Call  415-454-5238  for  information 


Sat. 

May  7 

GAMELAN  SEKAR  JAYA 

8:15  p.m. 

Sat. 

May  21 

MARLEY’S  GHOST  -  only  Bay  Area  concert 

8:15  p.m. 

Sat. 

May  29 

CROOKED  STILL  -  Jeff  Razor  &  The  Swerve  Beats 

7:00  p.m. 

Seniors  over  65  and.  children  under  12  get  $2  off  advance  ticket  price  at  the  door  only. 

Advance  tickets  available  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street  _ 

A  Project  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church 


www.noevalleymusicseries.com 
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HOW  TO  CONTACT 

the  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Editorial 

415-821-3324 

E-mail 

editor@noevalleyvoice.com 
Web  Site 

www.noevalleyvoice.com 

Display  Advertising 
415-239-1114 

Class  Ads 
See  page  53 

Distribution 

415-752-1726 


CLEAN 

NOE 


VALLEY 


Help  us  make  Noe  Valley  sparkle! 


SATURDAY,  MAY  14 
9:00  am  -  12:00  noon 
Meet  @  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Parking  Lot 
(24th  between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg) 

-  -  : . ."  ,i 

Target  areas:  24th  Street,  Noe  Courts,  Outer  Church 

* 

***AII  clean-up  equipment  will  be  provided*** 


All  ages  welcome!  Free  breakfast! 

Sponsored  by  the  East  &  West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club 
and  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (www.friendsofnoevalley.com) 
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May  There  Be  More  Reading 

Throughout  this  great  land  of  ours,  let  this  proclamation  go  forth:You  will 
read.  You  will  take  a  photo.  And  you  will  mail  it  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 

1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Only  then  will  you  see 
yourself  or  your  friends  on  this  page.  Returns  will  be  made  if  you  include 
an  SASE.  If  you  have  Internet  access,  you  can  e-mail  photos  to 
jack@noevalleyvoice.com.  We  thank  you  for  your  Cooperation. 


Kaleigh  and  Ryan  Melton  took  their  February  reading  assignments  and  visited  their 
grandfather  Tony  Ward  in  Whakatane,  New  Zealand,  where  they  swam  in  the  ocean  every  day. 


Katie  Innes  proves  she  kept  up  with  her  home  neighborhood  news  during  her  semester  of 
study  at  the  University  of  Adelaide  in  Australia. 


Nancy  Thompson  put  on  her  shades  to  read  during  her  September  trip  to  Costa  Rica.  In  the 
background,  one  of  the  world’s  most  active  volcanos, Volcan  Arenal,  is  quiet  for  the  moment. 


Noe  Valley  Music  Series  founder  and  head  honcho  Larry  Kassin,  with  wife  Martha  and  son 
Alec,  made  it  back  across  the  Canadian/U.S.  border  after  showing  their  copy  of  the  Voice  to 
the  appreciative  citizens  of  Vancouver  Island. 


Kimberly  Noelle  Charles  paused  between  trains  in  Tokyo  to  check  the  news  from  what  has 
been  her  home  for  four  years,  the  neighborhood  soon  to  be  renamed  Noelle  Valley. 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 

Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


Value  Your  Vacation? 


Building  dream  vacations  for  Noe  Valley  neighbors  since  1998  - 
the  specialists  at  Value  Vacation  can  customize  your  adventure. 


*  Fall  Getaways 
&  Family  Travel 

♦  Food  &  Wine 
Tours,  Cooking 
Schools 

*  Art  & 
Architecture 
Tours 

♦  Gay  Friendly 
Itineraries 


Tahiti,  Fiji, 
South  Africa  - 
ask  for  Ellen' 

Brazil,  South 
America  - 
ask  for  Angelo 

Hawaii, 
Mexico, 
Caribbean  - 
ask  for  Lei 


Value  Vacation 


CST  #2052962-40 


3901  23rd  Street  at  Sanchez  •  415-824-2550 
www.valuevacation.com 
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ArtExplosion 

jir  1  -877-ART-EXPL 


$t(Mrtina  At  $&?/ tvum 

High  ceilings,  natural  light,  color  balanced  lighting 
freight  elevator,  hardwood  floors,  views,  DSL, 
b&w  darkroom,  Spring  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
gallery  space  -  all  in  a  great  artist  community! 


2  San  Francisco  Locations: 
2425 17th  St  at  Potrero 
744  Alabama  at  19th 


Rental  offices  open: 
Saturday  11:00  am  -2:00  pm 
or  by  appointment 


www.theartexpl 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 

Qt 

<3* 

(415) 

282-0919 

1500 

Church  Street 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  HOME 


NEW  SILK  WALL-HANGINGS,  RUNNERS. 
PLACEMATS  &  PILLOWS  IN-STORE  NOW! 


1 224  Ninth  Avenue  (at  Lincoln) 
San  Francisco 
tel  4IS.759.7862 
Open  daily 

www.sumainrtports.com 


TAKWG  OEWELRy 
FURTHER/ 


HANDPICKED  DECORATIVE  ARTS  &  FINE  FURNISHINGS  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIA 


ARE  YoU 
READY  ?oR  IT  ? 


Lorenzo 


25  years  of 
successful 
Noe  Vailey 
renovations 


(415)  642- 


THE  TAX  Carol  R  nson,  EA 

■  ■■■■  /TYl/jf  OP  Member  of  the  National 

B  B  B  B  B 1  r  AWf  Mylk  V  •  i 3  Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 

•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


“EDITOR’S  CHOICE”  Out  &  About  1998-2003 


•  Convenient  Location 

•  Beautiful  Public  Rooms, 
Gardens  &  Steam  Spa  . 

•  Complete  Business 
Traveler  Amenities 


THE  CASTRO  & 

NOE  VALLEY’S 

PREMIER  HOTEL/B&B 


520  Church  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (4 1 5)  62 1  -3222  www.parkerguesthouse.com 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 
Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espanol 
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FLORENCES 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


San  Francisco’s 
Fairs  to  Remember 

Editor’s  Note:  Twenty -first  Street  re  si-, 
dent  Florence  Holub,  now  86,  wrote  this 
remembrance  in  1989, 50  years  after 
she  worked  as  a  sketch  artist  at  the 
Golden  Gate  International  Exposition, 
San  Francisco’s  third  major  world's 
fair.  To  see  photos  and  read  more  about 
the  1939  Exposition,  visit  www.trea- 
sureislandmuseum.org  or  the  Bancroft 
Library  at  http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/ 
Exhibits/Looking/  hardtimes.html. 

The  coming  of  May’s  Camaval  in 
the  Mission  District  has 
prompted  some  recollections  of 
past  parades  and  celebrations  in  San 
Francisco.  I  have  seen  a  few  parades  in 
my  70  years,  but  I  recall  my  first  with 
special  clarity. 

It  took  place  one  evening  in  1925  in 
San  Francisco,  shortly  after  my  family 
came  to  California  from  the  farm  lands 
of  Idaho.  This  parade  was  an  extrava¬ 
ganza  called  the  Diamond  Jubilee,  a  cel¬ 
ebration  to  mark  the  75th  anniversary  of 
California’s  admission  to  the  union. 

Crowds  of  citizens  from  every  neigh¬ 
borhood  lined  Market  Street,  watching 
with  awe  and  amazement  as  shimmer¬ 
ing  floats  slid  by  in  the  semi-darkness — 
floats  decorated 
with  thousands  of 
tiny,  diamond-like 
lights  and  graced 
with  beautiful  fairy 
princesses  wearing 
sparkling  tiaras. 

As  my  young 
brothers  and  I  sat  on  orange  crates  in 
front  of  our  parents,  behind  the  ropes 
that  marked  the  parade  boundaries,  I 
thought  to  myself,  Never  again  would  I 
see  anything  so  wondrous! 

In  the  decade  that  followed,  my 
prophecy  proved  accurate.  In  compari¬ 
son  to  the  Diamond  Jubilee,  the  parades 
of  the  late  ’20s  and  early  ’30s  seemed 
like  collections  of  weary,  out-of-step 
marchers  accompanied  by  clamorous 
marching  bands  playing  off-key.  But  in 
1939,  following  the  completion  of  the 
San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  and 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  San  Francisco 
hosted  the  Golden  Gate  International 


Exposition,  a  world’s  fair  situated  on 
the  newly  manmade  landfill  called 
Treasure  Island. 

That  year,  I  was  a  19-year-old  art  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  California  School  of  Fine 
Arts  (now  the  San  Francisco  Art 
Institute),  and  during  summer  vacation  I 
did  quick  sketches  of  fair  visitors.  I  also 
was  one  of  about  20  girls  who  worked 
for  a  sand  sculptor  on  the  “gay  way,” 
where  there  were  many  concessions, 
rides,  and  shooting  galleries,  as  well  as 
the  surprisingly  popular  Sally  Rand’s 
Nude  Ranch,  where  an  assortment  of 
unlikely  girls  played  volleyball  half¬ 
heartedly,  wearing  only  cowboy  hats 
and  holsters.  (Sally  Rand  was  a  graceful 
fan  dancer  of  the  time,  who  manipulated 
her  large,  plumed  fans  so  that  her  nude 
body  was  never  really  visible.) 

There  were  many  fascinating  carnival 
folk,  or  “camies,”  who  followed  the 
fairs  across  the  nation,  and  one  of  them, 
a  man  who  worked  close  to  our  opera¬ 
tion,  would  guess  a  person’s  weight  for 
25  cents.  If  he  erred,  the  customer  won 
a  walking  cane. 

One  slow  day,  I  noted  that  he  gave 
away  a  lot  of  canes,  and  I  wondered 
how  he  could  make  a  living  that  way. 
Upon  mentioning  this  to  a  more  worldly 
coworker,  I  was  informed  that  this  was 
a  come-on,  done  deliberately  to  stimu¬ 
late  business.  When  the  man  guessed 
wrongly,  he  still  made  money  because 
the  canes  cost  only  10  cents,  so  he  was 
still  15  cents  ahead.  When  he  guessed 
correctly,  he  kept  the  cane  and  the  cus¬ 
tomer’s  quarter  as  well,  which  was 
worth  a  great  deal  back  then.  (In  1939, 
streetcar  fares  were  10  cents;  an  Italian 
dinner  with  red  wine  cost  $1  at  the  Iron 
Pot  Restaurant  on  Montgomery  Street, 
and  the  finest  full-course  steak  dinner  at 
Alfred’s  could  be  had  for  a  mere  $1.25.) 

All  through  the  summer,  we  sketch- 
artists  worked  two-hour 
shifts,  then  were 
relieved  by  fresh  girls. 
This  gave  us  a  break  in 
which  to  explore  the 
exposition.  Treasure 
Island  was  an  enchant¬ 
ing  place:  there  were 
about  40Jarge  buildings  and  many 
smaller  pavilions  and  courts  and  prome¬ 
nades  covering  the  island. 

The  majestic  Tower  of  the  Sun 
presided  over  a  long  square  pool  and 
fountain,  and  covering  its  lawns  were 
expanses  of  brilliant,  multicolored  flow¬ 
ers  that  formed  intricate  patterns  like 
those  on  a  Persian  carpet. 

The  enormous  sculpture  “Pacifica” — 
a  female  figure  meant  to  embody  the 
cultural  gifts  of  the  Pacific  Rim,  which 
was  the  exposition’s  theme — was 
designed  by  Ralph  Stackpole,  head  of 
the  sculpture  department  at  the  art 
school.  Pacifica,  as  well  as  most  of  the 
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tyetoe/e/**s 

Fine  Jewelry  and  Watches 


Full  Service  Repoir  Deportment 
47  Yeors  Experience 

3915  C  24th  Street 
(415)  641-4720 


SALE 


Still  Going  On! 


abundant  statuary,  was  not  constructed 
to  last,  and  would  soon  be  lost  to  his¬ 
tory.  However,  one  piece  of  monumen¬ 
tal  sculpture,  designed  for  the  fair’s  San 
Francisco  Building  and  cast  in  black 
synthetic  stone,  has  endured.  This 
delightful  rendering  of  playful  whales 
later  found  an  appropriate  home  in  the 
central  courtyard  at  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

At  the  fair,  many  of  my  breaks 
were  spent  watching  the 
progress  of  the  famous  Mexican 
artist  Diego  Rivera  and  his  assistant, 

San  Francisco’s  Emmy  Lou  Packard,  as 
they  sat  high  upon  a  scaffold,  painting 
the  huge  mural  that  now  occupies  one 
wall  of  the  theater  at  City  College  of 
San  Francisco. 

I  also  roamed  through  villages  and 
courts  and  buildings  filled  with  dis¬ 
plays.  Live  music  from  every  culture 
was  being  played  everywhere.  There 
were  classical  as  well  as  big  band  per¬ 
formances,  and,  of  course,  parades  and 
dancers. 

Most  visitors  went  to  and  from  the 
fair  on  the  ferries  that  ran  across  the  bay 
and  gave  riders  a  dazzling  view  of  the 


brightly  lit  island,  including  a  fine  look 
at  the  tall,  spotlit  Ferry  Building  before 
it  became  dwarfed  by  highrises. 

When  after  two  exciting  years  the  fair 
ended  and  the  bright  lights  were  turned 
off,  I  wondered  poignantly  if  we  would 
ever  be  so  happily  engaged  again.  We 
were,  in  time,  but  on  a  smaller,  more 
intimate  scale. 

In  the  late  1970s,  newcomers  from 
Latin  America,  bringing  their  culture 
with  them,  began  a  yearly  parade  and 
celebration  called  Camaval  next  door  to 
Noe  Valley  in  the  Mission.  With  each 
passing  year,  this  grassroots  festival  has 
grown  in  size  and  quality. 

The  Camaval  parade  is  always  a 
lively,  happy  event,  with  salsa  music 
and  skillfully  choreographed  samba 
dancing  performed  by  scantily  clad 
dancers  topped  with  plumed  head¬ 
dresses  and  looking  like  so  many  pre- 
Columbian  lords  and  ladies  letting  their 
hair  down.  The  dancing  is  sometimes 
erotic  but  done  with  good-natured 
humor,  with  taste,  and  always  before  a 
large  and  appreciative  audience. 

Last  year  [1988],  the  Noe  Valley 
Samba  group,  directed  by  Jorge  Duarte, 
designed  a  parade  float  based  upon  the 
theme  of  peace.  The  float  was  decorated 
with  white  doves  and  symbols  repre¬ 
senting  the  earth  and  other  planets.  This 
year,  Duarte  and  his  group  focused  on 
the  endangered  rain  forest,  and  created  a 
float  resplendent  with  palm  trees  and 
colorful  tropical  birds. 

The  Diamond  Jubilee  can  never  hap¬ 
pen  again,  nor  can  that  memorable 
Exposition  of  1939,  but  Camaval  can 
and  will  come  alive,  again  and  again, 
because  those  who  perform  in  it  do  so 
just  for  the  joy  of  it!  □ 

San  Francisco's  2005  Camaval  takes 
place  on  Memorial  Day  weekend,  May 
28  to  29.  The  two-day  festival  on 
Harrison  Street  will  feature  crafts  and 
food  booths,  dance  lessons  and  demon¬ 
strations,  and  live  entertainment  on 
three  stages.  Camaval’ s  Grand  Parade, 
on  Sunday,  May  29,  kicks  off  at  9:30 
a.m.  at  24th  and  Bryant  streets  and 
dances  north  on  Mission  Street  to  17th 
Street.  _ 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 

custom  design,  build  &  installation 


y.,j  'laryani; 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 
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An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1 983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 
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CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 

Tues.  —  Sat.  11 — 6 
Sun.  11—5 
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BECOME  . . 

A  WORK  OF  ART 


FINE  ART  MATERNITY  PORTRAITS 
BY 

MOMS  2  B  PHOTOGRAPHY 


1 ,  2 ,  or  3  sessions 

LET  US  CAPTURE 

YOUR  SPECIAL  MOMENTS  FROM  ALL 
STAGES  OF  YOUR  MATERNITY 


FOR  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT 

YDW@YDWILEIAMS.COM 
415.  465. 2617 
650.  703.4560 

VISIT  US  AT 
YDWIUIAMS.COM 


Open  Adoption 


Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 
415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLEY 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WtSEWOM/VN 

CHILDBIRTH 


TRADITIONS 


Core  Pilates 
on  17th 


Let  us  create  a  workout  specifically  designed  to  prepare  you  for  labor 
and  delivery,  or  a  workout  that  meets  your  unique  postnatal  needs. 


Safely  build  endurance, 
strength,  and  stamina. 

Come  see  our  certified  prenatal  and  postnatal  experts. 
Bring  in  this  ad  and  get  20%  off  a  five  private 
session  package. 


Visit  Us;  www.corepilatesonl7th.com  info@corepilateson17th.com 
3388  1 7th  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 0  Between  Valencia  &  Mission 

PH  41 5.553.7722  FAX  415.553.7713 


1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941  10 
www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


Fomsismtsm 
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House  Mouse.  Welcome  to  the  top  of  Diamond  Street. 

Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


Your  family  practice 


Animal  Health  Network 


Animal  Health  Network  understands  that  your  pet  is  a  part  of 
your  family.  That’s  why  we  provide  the  individualized  care  you 
would  expect  for  any  member  of  your  family. 

You’ll  feel  good  knowing  that  in  this  world  of  volume  and 
bargain  pet  care,  Animal  Health  Network  puts  quality,  service 
and  your  family  above  all  else. 


Animal  Health  Network 


Richard  Spickard,  DVM  •  Rebecca  Johnson,  DVM 
Calvin  G.  Lum,  DVM  •  David  Clark,  DVM 

5264  Diamond  Heights  Blvd. 
415-920-6980  •  www.ahnsf.com 

FREE  PARKING 


San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 


•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 
8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  -  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 
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RocketDog  Rescue 

415-642-4786  www.rocketdogrescue.org 
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ST.  FINN  BARR  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL 

419  HEARST  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94112 

(415)  333-1800 

www.stfinnbarr.org 


NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  YEAR  2005-06 
FROM  KINDERGARTEN  THROUGH  GRADE  SEVEN. 

PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  PRIVATE  TOUR  AND  APPLICATION  INFO. 

YOUR  SUNNYSIDE  NEIGHBORHOOD  CATHOLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
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Vines  Grow.  Near  a  Noe  Valley  Gate. 

Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

Practically  Perfect 

Weddlng'd \  Commxtmevxt 
Cerewiovwets.  " 

Your  guide  lo  finding  the  right  words. 
The  indlspenslble  guide  book 
for  creating  a  memorable 

WEDDING  CEREMONY 

Available  Now! 

At  Cover  to  Cover,  Castro  &  24th 

Amazon.com,  BN.com,  or  author. 

For  Consultation  &  Offlclatlon:  . 

Angel  Stork 

415-285-2571 

angelstork@yahoo.com 


- - 1 


A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 


Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-3 


3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 


www.imagiknit.com 


VOICE  ARTIFACTS 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  web 

site  at  www.noevalleyvoice.com 

offers  the  current  news  stories, 
features,  and  Class  Ads.  The  site 
also  has  Voice  archives  from  1996 
to  the  present.  Copies  of  the 
newsprint  edition  dating  back  to 
May  1977,  as  well  as  an  index  by 
subject,  are  stored  in  cabinets  at  the 
Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library. 
We  hope  you  find  it  interesting. 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 


May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience, 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 


Cp 

kJ 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 


The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 


•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness  ' 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/ Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns/ Choices 

•  Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 


1782  Church  Sr.,  San  Francisco  « 415.648.2644  •  ww.cjK.tuu/txiuNsriJNG 


CtMrrOtiseg  ihtr  Sfth 
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Glide  Memorial  Church,  known  for  its  good  works,  rousing  preaching,  and  blow-your-socks- 
off  choir,  has  become  one  of  the  city's  biggest  tourist  attractions.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Family  Adventures 


ARE  WE 
THERE 


Glide  Rocks  a 
Sunday  Morning 

Church  Better  Than  Brunch? 


By  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 

Before  we  leave  the  house,  Miles 
scans  the  bookshelf,  his  hands  slap¬ 
ping  nervously  at  his  thighs. 

“Aha!”  He  plucks  a  title  from  the  shelf 
and  clutches  it  to  his  chest,  turning  to  re¬ 
veal  that  he’s  chosen  the  Bible.  “I  think 
it’ll  be  good  to  have  this  with  us.” 

My  son  is  9  years  old,  and  this  Sunday 
morning  marks  the  first  time  he’ll  be  at¬ 
tending  a  church  service  for  anything 
other  than  a  wedding  or  a  funeral.  He’s 
worried  that  we’re  not  going  to  do  it  right. 

“Just  keep  an  open  heart  and  it’ll  be 
great,”  my  husband  says.  (Generally,  my 
husband  enjoys  opening  his  heart  to  ma¬ 
jor-league  baseball  broadcasts  of  East 
Coast  games  on  Sunday  mornings.) 

Twenty  minutes  later,  we’re  at  Ellis 
and  Taylor  streets,  under  a  crystal-clear 
blue  sky.  Even  the  glorious  spring  sun¬ 
shine  can’t  mask  the  bedraggled  state  of 
the  Tenderloin,  however. 

“Offer  a  prayer  up  for  me,  will  you, 
brother?”  says  a  man  perched  on  a 
cracked  milk  carton  as  we  pass. 

“Sure  will,”  my  husband  tells  him. 
“What  kind  of  a  church  is  this?”  Miles 
asks.  “And  why  does  that  guy  think  our 
prayers  will  count?” 

“The  church  is  called  Glide,”  I  say.  “It’s 
devoted  to  helping  the  people  who  live  in 
this  neighborhood.  Everyone  counts  at 
Glide.” 

People  greet  each  other  with  hugs  and 
high  fives  as  the  sanctuary  fills  around  us. 
The  atmosphere  is  boisterous;  nobody  is 
blase.  The  people  around  us  are  happy. 


“That  stuff’s  not  religious,”  Miles  says, 
noticing  the  images  of  flowers,  dogs,  and 
families  that  are  projected  on  a  screen 
above  the  choir’s  risers. 

“It’s  about  spirituality  and  finding  the 
beauty  in  everything,”  says  his  dad. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  we’ve  taken  our 
child  to  any  number  of  artistic,  musical, 
cultural,  and  life  events  over  the  years, 
but  his  exposure  to  religious  and  spiritual 
events  has  been  woefully  limited.  Amid 
the  media  clamor  surrounding  Pope  John 
Paul  II’s  death,  Miles  asked,  “What  is  the 
Pope?” 

The  congregation  rises,  applauding 
wildly  as  the  140-member  choir,  the 
Glide  Ensemble,  takes  the  stage.  Kids  jos¬ 
tle  for  space  on  the  carpeted  steps  that 
lead  to  the  pulpit.  A  little  boy  digs  a  tam¬ 
bourine  out  of  his  backpack  and  beats  out 
the  rhythm,  as  the  Ensemble,  backed  by 
a  tight  nine-piece  band  that  features  a 
swinging  horn  section,  belts  out  “We 
Shall  Not  Be  Moved.”  Two  little  girls 
dance  on  a  wide  window  sill.  Miles  grins 
as  he  watches  his  dad  sing  along. 

“How  does  he  know  the  words?”  he 
asks. 

The  Reverend  Douglass  Fitch,  pastor 
of  the  church,  greets  us  and  makes  a  joke 
about  Prince  Charles’  recent  wedding. 
His  joke  falls  flat,  and  the  congregation 
groans  good-naturedly.  Fitch  laughs. 
“You’re  still  my  family,”  he  says. 
“Whether  you  come  every  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  or  if  this  is  your  first  time,  this  is  your 
family.  So  love  someone  you’ve  never 
met.  They’re  your  family.” 

“I  get  it,”  Miles  whispers. 

We  sing  some  more  music,  and  then  it’s 
time  for  the  greeting.  A  man  in  front  of 
me  embraces  me  as  an  old  friend  would. 

“Do  you  know  him?”  Miles  asks. 

“Nope.” 

“Still,  he’s  your  family  now.” 

Dorian,  a  member  of  the  Ensemble, 
comes  forward  to  make  the  weekly  an¬ 
nouncements.  She  lists  the  astonishing  ar¬ 
ray  of  volunteer  opportunities  available 
through  Glide. 

Glide  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  serves  over  1  million  meals  a  year 
to  the  city’s  poor  and  homeless-.  The 
church  also  operates  a  free  health  clinic, 
a  walk-in  center  to  give  people  a  safe 
respite  from  the  streets,  and  a  resource 
center  to  help  people  get  into  drug  and  al¬ 


cohol  treatment.  The  church’s  job-train¬ 
ing  program  provides  clients  with  the 
skills  they  need  to  succeed  in  the  work 
world;  its  family  services  division  gives 
holistic  support  to  parents  and  children. 
The  CW  House,  named  for  Glide’s  guid¬ 
ing  light,  the  Reverend  Cecil  Williams 
(whose  title  has  now  been  expanded  to 
CEO  and  Minister  of  National  and  Inter¬ 
national  Ministries),  is  a  52-unit  apart¬ 
ment  building  offering  subsidized  hous¬ 
ing  to  needy  families,  people  in  recovery, 
and  low-income  persons  with  HIV/AIDS. 

Dorian  also  talks  about  Glide’s  partic¬ 
ipation  in  Project  Connect,  the  city  pro¬ 
gram  that  sends  trained  volunteers  out  to 
connect  homeless  people  with  social 
services. 

“We’re  everywhere,”  she  says.  “Shake 
this  family  tree  and  we  all  come  out.”  The 
laughs  are  punctuated  with  hearty 
“Amens.” 

The  Ensemble  starts  singing  again.  A 
man  steps  forward  for  a  solo  that  is  so 
emotional  and  raw  it  brings  tears  to  the 
eyes  of  every  single  person  in  the  build¬ 
ing. 

When  the  man  finishes  his  song.  Miles 
pulls  his  dad  and  me  close.  “This  is  great,” 
he  says. 

Cecil  Williams,  who  has  led  Glide  for 
40  years,  steps  to  the  pulpit.  Everyone 
leans  forward,  expectant.  The  kids  in  the 
front  settle  down  and  listen.  This  is  a  man 
with  charisma.  Williams  talks  about  the 
crowds  at  the  funeral  for  Pope  John  Paul 
II.  “When  people  are  on  the  move  like 
this,  things  happen,”  he  says.  “Good 
things  can  happen  when  people  come  to¬ 
gether  in  peacfe.” 

He  talks  about  the  importance  of  mark¬ 
ing  life’s  events  with  celebrations  and  joy. 
He  talks  about  how  everyone  is  welcome 
at  Glide  and  how,  even  in  San  Francisco, 
this  congregation  represents  an  amazing 
diversity. 

You  do  get  the  sense  that  in  this  place 
anything  can  happen. 

After  finishing  his  comments, 
Williams  peers  out  into  the  crowd.  “Will 


that  young  man  in  the  back  come  for¬ 
ward?” 

The  young  man  is  familiar.  As  he 
passes  our  pew,  I  recognize  the  wrap¬ 
around  shades. 

“Oh,  my  God,”  a  girl  squeals.  “It’s 
Bono!” 

“We  should  come  to  church  more  of¬ 
ten,”  my  husband  laughs,  shaking  his 
head  at  this  improbable  scene. 

“That  guy’s  a  rock  star,”  says  Miles, 
dazzled. 

The  lead  singer  from  U2  embraces 
Reverend  Williams  and  greets  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Ensemble  as  old  friends.  Ap¬ 
parently,  Bono  attends  Glide  whenever 
he’s  in  San  Francisco.  On  this  occasion, 
he  talks  about  debt  forgiveness  in  devel¬ 
oping  nations  and  tells  a  funny  story 
about  meeting  the  pope.  “He  was  a  great 
man,"  Bono  says.  “But  Cecil  Williams  is 
the  pope  of  San  Francisco.” 

Bono  leads  the  congregation  in  a  rous¬ 
ing  version  of  “We  Shall  Overcome,”  and 
follows  with  “Stand  by  Me,”  dropping  in 
a  couple  of  improvisational  verses  that 
extol  the  work  of  Glide.  The  church  is 
rocking  as  we  all  sing  and  dance  along. 

The  band  kicks  into  a  soulful  rendition 
of  Marvin  Gaye’s  “What’s  Going  On?”  as 
the  exhilarated  crowd  files  into  the  street. 

Out  on  the  sidewalk,  we  crack  up  when 
we  hear  a  woman  on  a  cell  phone  say,  “You 
really  should’ve  been  in  church  today.” 

“It  would’ve  been  good  even  without 
a  rock  star,”  Miles  says.  □ 

HOW  TO  SQUEEZE  INTO  A  PEW 

Glide  Memorial  Church  is  located  at 
330  Ellis  Street  at  Taylor  Street.  Ser¬ 
vices  are  every  Sunday  morning  at 
9:30  and  1 1  a.m.,  but  you  must  arrive 
early.  As  Reverend  Fitch  says,  “Even 
your  mother  can’t  save  you  a  seat.”  We 
got  there  at  10:30,  and  the  church  was 
,  filled  by  10:45.  Visit  www. glide  .org  to 
learn  more  about  Glide’s  mission  and 
volunteer  opportunities. 


Reverend  Cecil  Williams  (left)  and  U2’s  Bono  chat  with  churchgoers  and  fans  outside  Glide 
Memorial  on  a  sunny  Sunday  morning  in  April.  Photo  by  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 


1414  Castro  Street 
San  Trancisco,  CJA  94114 


Home  Staging 
House  Makeovers 
CoCor  Consuming 
Interiors 

Caff  for  a  Consultation! 
415.341. 8442  staging@6saino(etto.  com 
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ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


.cademics  •  Athletics  •  Arts 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Now  Enrolling  for  Fall  2005 

Please  call  for  dates  of  parent 
information  meetings  and  interviews 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 
www.addaclevenger.org 


COMPUTER  &  LEGO® 
Summer  Camps 


Ages  6  and  up! 

Many  Bay  Area  locations 
including 
Katherine  Michiels  School 
25th  St.  &  Guerrero  in  SF 

LEGO®  Robots,  Game  Design, 
3D  Modeling  &  More! 


TechKnowHow 

Camp  details  at  www.techknowhowkids.com 
or  call  us  at  (650)  620-9300 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


Bring  music  into  your  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants, 
and  instrument  play 

Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


MUSIC 

TOGETHER 

THE  JOY  OF  FAMILY  MUSIC™ 


Spring  .Classes  now  is  session 

Summer  Session  starts  June  27th! 

Mon  thru  Sat,  Morning  &  Afternoon  Classes 
Noe  Valley  and  7  other  locations 

Try  a  Free  Demo!! 

www.musictogethersf.com 


415-596-0299 


MATERNITY 

EDUCATION 

Please  call 
415-626-BABY 
for  more 
information  10 


MONTHLY  CLASSES 
in  both  English  &  Spanish 

Childbirth  Preparation 
Breastfeeding  Education 
Early  Parenting  Skills 
Infant  /  Child  CPR 

St.  Lukes  Hospital 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 

New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com 


License  #  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


jbeV 


holography  by  Beverly  Tharp 
(415)  282-4913  •  www.beverlytharp.eom 


Sf. 


DOLORES 

SCHOOL 


Mission  Dolores  School 
3371  16th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-861-7673 

Providing 
Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 

Open  House 
Sunday,  January  30,  2005 
11:00  to  2:00  p.m. 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


SMALL  FRYS 

Noe  Valley's  Favorite 
Children 9e  Store 

Supporting  Our  Neighborhood  and 
Outfitting  Noe  Valley  Kids  for  more 
than  20  Years 


Star  Rated: 

"One  of  San  Francisco's  Best. 

—  Best  Places  City  Guide 

SMALL  FRYS 

4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley  •  (415)  648-3954 

Children’s  sizes  0  to  12*  www.smallfrys.com  •  Open  every  day 
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Hitchin’  a  Ride.  The  month  of  May  might  be  cloudy — for  the  most  part.  But  we’re  ready  for  an  outing  after  a  bit  of  refreshment  on  24th  Street.  Want  to  come? 

You  can  even  bring  your  fuzzy  buddy.  Photo  by  Mark  Coggins 


A  School  for  children  ages  3  months  thru  the  5th  grade 

Two  Sessions  —  Day:  7am- 6pm  /  Evenings:  2pm- Midnight 

(415)  821-1434  www.katherinemichielsschool.org 

Ljc.  #  380-504523  Lie.  #  380-504984 


NOW  ENROLLING:  PRE-K  THRU  5TH  GRADE 
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No  summer  school  this  year? 
Call  the  YMCAN 


Make  this  a  Summer  to  remember! 


What  Makes  Us  Different? 


For  over  1 50  years,  the 
YMCA  of  San  Francisco  has 
been  building  character 
through  values  based 
programs. 


Highlight  Trips  are: 

*  Exploratorium 

*  Jelly  Belly  Factory 

*  Santa  Cruz  Boardwalk 

*  Shadow  Cliffs 

*  Great  America 


CAMP  LOCATION:  NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

(Please  call  the  YMCA  for  registration  information) 

YOflY  GAMP 


Ages  5-11 


YMCA  -  (415)  586-6900 
4080  Mission  Street  (nr.  Silver) 
Se  habla  Espanol 


Financial 

Assistance 

Available 


Register  Online  at  www.ymcasf.org/mission 


NOE  VALLEY  COMPUTERS 


I 


Sales  -  Service  -  Networking 

Specialists  in  Small  Business  and  Home  Office  Networking 

Authorized  Reseller  for  RCN  Cable  and  COVAD  DSL 


PC,  Notebook  &  Laser  Printer  Repair 


Serving  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years 

100  Clipper  Street  ©Church  282-3000 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 

Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 


Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 


VISA  . 

Good  Attendance 
is  Important 

please  call  when  your  child 
is  absent 

ALVARADO  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  415-695-5695 


Thinking  about  therapy? 

Alan  Wolf,  LCSW 

4112  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114*  (415)  577-4485 

Skilled  Compassionate  Insightful 

1  have  over  ten  years  of  experience  providing  psychotherapy.  My  specialties  include: 


•  Depression 

•  Anxiety 

•  Relationship  difficulties 

•  Family  of  origin  issues 

•  Life  transitions  /  aging 

•  Bereavement  /  loss 


•  Crisis  intervention 

•  HIV  /  Coping  with  medical  issues 

•  Work  -  stress 

•  Lesbian  and  Gay  /  sexual  orientation 

•  Gender  -  identity 

•  Couple  and  family  issues 


Individual,  couple  and  family  therapy  for  adults  /  Redwood  City  location  also  available 
Sliding  scale  and  evening  hours  available  /  License:  LCS 1 9658 


Cal-bay  builders 

*  ■<  . 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  *  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


•  joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 


REGISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.  RUBY5C  LAYSTUDIO.ORG 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

* 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
€l  GALLERY 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


he  Voice  School  Report  features 
news  from  three  local  public 
schools — Alvarado  Elementary, 
Fairmount  Elementary,  and  James  Lick 
Middle  School — provided  by  school 
parents  and  volunteers. 

JAMES  LICK 

To  Spring,  Mothers,  and 
Cinco  de  Mayo 

On  the  morning  of  May  5,  the  James 
Lick  community  will  gather  in  the 
school’s  beautiful  auditorium  on  Noe 
Street  to  celebrate  the  liberation  of 
Mexico  from  France,  the  arrival  of 
spring,  and  the  closeness  of  Mother’s 
Day.  Our  sixth-graders  will  sing  a  musi¬ 
cal  tribute  to  Cesar  Chavez  produced  by 
Carmen  Steele  and  Deb  Bradway  of 
Music  in  Schools  Today.  Popular  Mexi¬ 
can  band  leader  Miguel  Govea  and  his 
1 2-year-old  daughter,  Cecilia  “CC” 
Govea,  will  also  highlight  the  event. 

Bell  Market  Grills  Sausages  to 
Benefit  James  Lick 

Imagine  eating  lunch  in  Noe  Valley 
for  only  three  bucks,  while  helping  us 
educate  some  of  the  best  kids  in  town! 
On  Saturday,  May  14,  the  good  folks  at 
Bell  Market  will  throw  some  delicious 
Aidells  sausages  on  the  grill  at  1 1  a.m., 
and  sell  sandwiches  with  chips  and  a 
beverage  until  5  p.m.,  for  just  $3 — and 
all  of  the  money  collected  will  go  to 
James  Lick. 

A  warm  thank  you  to  Tim  Arrivas, 
manager  of  Bell’s  24th  Street  store,  and 
to  Chris  O’Leary,  Northern  California 
vice  president  for  sales  and  marketing, 
for  this  wonderful  idea  and  their  gener¬ 
ous  support. 

Samba  at  the  Car  Wash 

Our  spring  car  wash  and  food  sale 
has  been  moved  to  Saturday,  May  7. 
This  time,  we’re  adding  a  free  peek  at 
our  Camaval  contingent  practicing  their 
thundering  drum  lines  and  expert  dance 
moves  while  your  car  ($5),  truck  ($8), 
or  SUV  ($8)  relaxes  in  the  suds  and  you 
chow  down  on  a  plate  of  delicious  food 
($5).  The  bubbly  benefit  for  the  school 
yearbook  begins  at  8:30  a.m.  and  con¬ 


tinues  until  2:30  p.m.  You  can  drive  in 
through  the  gate  on  25th  Street  between 
.  Castro  and  Noe  streets. 

Art  and  Talent  Shows  Combined 

On  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  June 
.1,. families  visiting  the  school  will  get 
two  shows  for  the  price  of  one  when  the 
famous  James  Lick  Talent  Show  shares 
the  stage  with  a  rising  star,  Ms.  Red- 
field’s  annual  Art  Show.  Self-portraits, 
linocuts,  nichos  (shrines),  and  contour 
drawings  will  be  on  display  in  the  hall¬ 
ways  while  our  talented  kids  perform. 
The  fun  starts  at  6  p.m.,  and  will  be 
repeated  on  Thursday  for  our  students. 
You  can  also  view  more  than  100  works 
of  art  by  James  Lick  students  online  at 
www.artsonia.com/schools/jameslickl. 

By  the  way,  we  just  got  word  that  art 
teacher  Alexandra  Redfield  will  receive 
the  Levi  Strauss  Outstanding  Teacher 
Award  at  this  year’s  Youth  Arts  Festival 
at  Yerba  Buena  Gardens  (see  below). 

Carnaval! 

Don’t  forget  to  watch  the  James  Lick 
contingent  of  spectacular  dancers  and 
drummers  in  the  big  Camaval  parade  in 
the  Mission  on  Sunday,  May  29.  (It 
starts  at  9:30  a.m.  at  24th  and  Bryant, 
and  salsas  west  on  24th  and  north  on 
Mission  to  17th.)  You  can  support  this 
effort  by  purchasing  a  colorful  T-shirt 
for  $15  at  the  school. 

Thanks  for  the  Brain  Food 

Muchas  gracias  to  Bell  Market  and 
McKesson  Foundation  for  supplying 
nutritious  snacks — granola  bars,  cheese 
sticks,  and  fresh  fruit — to  our  students 
on  the  days  they’ve  been  taking  stan¬ 
dardized  tests. 

Special  thanks  to  Leslie  Crawford 
(Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market)  and  Car¬ 
rie  Varoquier  (Friends  of  Noe  Valley) 
for  their  assistance  in  obtaining  these 
contributions,  which  mean  a  lot  when  so 
much  depends  on  the  results  of  the  tests. 

Keeping  in  Touch 

As  the  school  year  draws  to  a  close, 
please  contact  Denise  Rueda  to  confirm 
times  and  dates  for  the  James  Lick  Mer¬ 
chants/Community  Alliance  meetings 
and  Coffee  with  the  Principal.  Call  695- 
5675  or  our  message  number,  436-0349, 
after  school  hours. 

Or  you  may  drop  by  the  school  at 
1220  Noe  Street  at  Clipper  Street  and 
visit  parent  liaison  Denise  Rueda  in 
Room  108.  Thank  you  for  sharing  your 
ideas,  talents,  enthusiasm,  and  support. 

— Sue  Cattoche 


FAIRMOUNT 


Tuning  Up  for  Fiesta Val 

It’s  that  time  of  year  again — the  cooks 
in  the  Fairmount  community  are 
pulling  out  their  best  recipes,  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  tuning  up  their  instruments  and 
their  voices,  and  the  local  shopkeepers 
are  passing  along  some  of  their  prized 
items  for  the  raffle  and  auction.  Fiesta- 
Val  2005  is  almost  here! 

The  party  begins  at  noon  on  Satur¬ 
day,  May  21,  at  Fairmount  School,  65 
Chenery  (at  Randall),  and  goes  till  5 
p.m.  All  friends  and  neighbors  are 
encouraged  to  stop  by  the  school 
grounds  to  sample  the  food  and  the  fun. 
There  will  be  performances  by  the 
school’s  band  and  choir,  along  with 
dance  shows  by  ballet  folklorico  and 
hip-hop  dance  groups. 

As  children  check  out  the  games  and 
art  booths,  their  parents  can  taste  the 
delicious  tamales  and  sweets  made  by 
Fairmount  families,  have  their  necks 
and  shoulders  massaged  by  a  certified 
massage  therapist,  and  check  out  the 
auction  items  that  will  be  on  display  in 
the  cafeteria. 

The  list  of  items  includes  gift  certifi¬ 
cates  and  special  gifts  donated  by  the 
Asian  Art  Museum,  Cover  to  Cover 
Books,  Kids  Cuts,  Noe  Knit,  Teatro 
ZinZanni,  and  restaurants  such  as  Alma, 
Andalu,  Liberty  Cafe,  Firefly,  and 
Thirsty  Bear.  Items  will  be  added  to  the 
web  site,  www.fairmountfiestaval.org, 
up  until  the  last  minute. 

And  in  the  weeks  before  the  big 
event,  if  you’re  approached  by  students 
selling  raffle  tickets,  be  aware  that  your 
purchase  could  net  you  an  iPod,  a  week¬ 
end  in  Monterey,  or  A  certificate  to  one 
of  many  great  local  restaurants. 

Funds  raised  at  Fiesta  Val  will  go 
toward  arts,  P.E.,  and  other  enrichment 
programs. 

A  Boost  from  the  Mayor’s  Office 

Fairmount’ s  after-school  programs 
have  received  a  grant  from  the  Mayor’s 
Office  of  Community  Development  for 
$27,000.  The  money  will  provide  addi¬ 
tional  support  for  homework  help, 
enrichment  activities  (music,  art,  dance, 
theater),  and  physical  education. 

The  grant  will  be  used  for  the 
2005-06  school  year. 

We’re  Full  Up  for  Kindergarten 

As  we  near  the  end  of  this  school 
year,  Fairmount  is  looking  ahead  to  next 
year  and  to  meeting  the  new  kinder¬ 
garten  families.  All  60  seats  filled  up 
fast,  and  there’s  a  long  waiting  list  for 
our  Spanish-immersion  and  English 
programs.  For  any  questions  about  the 
school  programs,  please  call  the  princi¬ 
pal,  Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  at  695-5669. 

— Jan  Ruiz 


ALVARADO 

Model  for  a  Successful  Arts 
Program 

Do  you  ever  wonder  what  it  would 
take  to  start  a  successful  arts  pro¬ 
gram  in  your  child’s  school?  Or  how 
you  can  help  support  an  arts  program 
that’s  already  up  and  running? 

In  1968,  renowned  sculptor  and  Noe 
Valley  resident  Ruth  Asawa  protested 
the  lack  of  meaningful  arts  instruction 
at  the  elementary  school  her  children 
were  attending  by  creating,  with  art  his¬ 
torian  Sally  Woodbridge,  the  Alvarado 
Arts  Workshop  to  bring  practicing 
artists  into  the  schools.  The  program 
expanded  over  time  to  encompass  as 
many  as  50  San  Francisco  schools. 


Asawa’s  son,  ceramicist  Paul  Lanier,  is 
currently  an  artist-in-residence  at 
Alvarado  Elementary  School,  where  the 
program  originated. 

Parents  for  Public  Schools  and  Spark, 
the  Bay  Area  arts  program  on  KQED- 
TV,  invite  you  to  a  special  screening  of 
a  Spark  episode  about  Ruth  Asawa  and 
the  Alvarado  Arts  Program — a  family 
legacy  of  art  in  the  San  Francisco  public 
schools.  You  will  be  able  to  meet 
Asawa’s  talented  adult  children  Paul 
Lanier  and  Aiko  Cuneo,  and  see  how 
they  are  continuing  their  mother’s  work. 
You  will  also  get  tips  on  how  to  build 
successful  arts  programs  in  the  schools. 

The  event  will  take  place  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  4,  at  McKinley  Elementary 
School,  1025  14th  Street  at  Castro,  from 
6:30  to  8  p.m.  Door  prizes  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  Spark.  For  more  information 
or  to  register  for  child  care,  call  Parents 
for  Public  Schools  at  468-7077  or  visit 
www.ppssf.org  or  www.kqed.org/spark/ 
education/ outreach  .jsp . 

You  can  support  existing  programs 
by  making  donations  online  at 
www.donorschoose,  where  requests 
from  Alvarado  and  other  neighborhood 
schools  are  posted. 

Behold  the  Youth  Arts  Festival! 

More  than  60  San  Francisco  arts 
organizations  will  be  performing, 
exhibiting,  and  providing  hands-on 
workshops  for  K-12  youth  May  7  to  15 
at  the  San  Francisco  Youth  Arts  Festival 
held  downtown  at  Zeum  and  Yerba 
Buena  Gardens.  Throughout  the  festi¬ 
val,  the  rooftop  museum  and  gardens, 
located  at  Fourth  and  Howard  streets, 
will  be  filled  with  non-stop  activities, 
events,  student  performances,  hands-on 
art,  art  demonstrations,  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  Over  8,000  children  will  actively 
participate  or  showcase  their  work  in 
the  2005  Festival,  representing  223 
schools  in  San  Francisco.  All  Youth 
Arts  Festival  events,  performances,  and 
exhibits  are  free  to  the  public. 

Boogie  Night  Is  Your  Reward 

May  3:  The  PTA  General  Assembly 
meets  at  6  p.m.  in  the  school  cafeteria. 

May  14:  Our  annual  school  carnival, 
“La  Feria  de  Alvarado,”  will  start  at  1 1 
a.m.  and  run  throughout  the  afternoon 
in  the  schoolyard.  There’ll  be  art,  food, 
and  lots  of  fun! 

May  19:  Have  dinner  at  Chevy’s  at 
Stonestown,  3251  20th  Avenue,  from  5 
to  9  p.m.,  and  help  raise  money  for 
Alvarado.  You  can  pick  up  a  fundraising 
flyer  at  the  school. 

June  3:  At  last,  it’s  Boogie  Night  at 
II  Pirata,  2007  16th  Street  at  Potrero 
Avenue.  Cost  is  $10  per  person 
(includes  admission  and  appetizers), 
and  teachers  get  in  free  at  this 
grownups-only  event. 

How  to  Contact  Us:  Call  the  school  at 
695-5695  or  visit  the  school’s  web  site 
at  www.alvaradoschool.net.  The  address 
is  625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado. 

Chat  with  Principal  David  Weiner  on 
the  first  Friday  of  each  month  from  8  to 
9  a.m.  in  the  Alvarado  cafeteria. 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
Janice  Daniels,  Principal 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 
David  Weiner,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 
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A  bountiful  arrangement  for  a  beautiful  Mom 

Send  the  Loving  Thoughts™  Bouquet 
For  Mother’s  Day  Sunday,  May  8. 

Show  her  that  you  think  she’s 
extra  special  -  with  this  large, 
lovely  bouquet  of  delicate  flowers 
exploding  out  of  a  beautiful  vase. 


She’ll  treasure  it  for  a  lifetime. 
Gourmet  Gift  Baskets  too! 


Support 

Your  Local 
Independent 

Bookstores 

Buy  and  read 
TODAY  at 

Cover  to  Cover 
Booksellers 

Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  &  Records 

SF  Mystery  Bookstore 

Phoenix  Books 


A  WOMAN  -  OWNED  BUSINESS 


•  SUBARU  « TOYOTA  •  NISSAN  •  MAZDA 
•  HONDA  •  GM  •  FORD  •  CHRYSLER 
Complete  Domestic  and  Foreign  Car  Service  and  Repair 
Tires  ♦  Alignments  •  Brakes  •  Shocks  •  Suspensions 


ma 

41 5-550-2400 


i 


185  BAYSHORE  BOULEVARD 


bliss  bar 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 


www.blissbarsf.com 


4026  24th  St. 

415-826-6200 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


AVAILABLE  NOW! 

order  autographed  by  bui  Griffith 
only  from 
Pinhead  Productions 


POtnM 
Hodlymo  CT  06439 

128  p*E,  20  pogo  Color  Sect**! 
8  1/2'  b,  11” 


"If  you  have 
never  seen  a 
Zippy  comic, 
you  have  never 
seen  the  most 
exquisitely 
absurd  strip  of 
the  last  century, 

and  of  what 
there  is  so 
far  of  this  century. 
It's  beautifully 
drawn,  too." 

-Linda  Godfrey, 
cnb-scene.eom 


To  order  online,  go  to: 

www.zlPQvtheDinhead.com 

To  onto  *iooWi,MiKl  S19.95  (+  5.00  »Nw<n«  =  $24.05  toMI 
Int  i  onion:  M4  11.00  point »  $30.95  Mai. 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb  s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  •  Build  •  Maintain 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley  since  1 990 

415  821  3760 

www.jmoyerlandscaping.com 
LANDSCAPE  CONTRACTOR  I ICENSE  725050 


PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  853919 


Qinfter  Xarefs  of  fBJ.  (Droufi  &  Co.  ftfeafty 


25+  years  of ‘Experience 
Serving  San  (Francisco 
(Buyers  and  Seders 


noe@aot.com 


x&\ 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 
1186  Noe  Street  •  415-282-4492 
www.hidden-cottage.com 
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BOOKS  inour  BRANCH 


This  month’s  book  list,  chosen  by  Noe  Valley  librarians  Carol  Small  and  Catherine  Starr, 
and  Voice  bookworm  Karol  Barske,  features  Shakespeare’s  fictional  memoir,  bistro 
cuisine  for  babies,  and  the  first  book  of  The  Spiderwick  Chronicles.  To  find  out  which  books 
arc  available  at  our  branch,  go  to  www.sfpl.org.  call  355-5707,  or  visit  the  Noe  Valley-Sally 
Brunn  Library  at  451  Jersey  Street  near  Castro  Street.  Besides  books,  the  library  offers 
magazines,  newspapers,  DVDs,  music  CDs,  Internet  access,  and  the  archives  and  index  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice.  Branch  hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9  p.m.; 
Thursdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Adult  Fiction 

In  Bruce  Cook’s  Young  Will:  Confessions 
of  William  Shakespeare,  the  52-year-old 
playwright  and  poet  looks  back  on  “the  sins 
of  his  youth”  and  his  life  in  1600s  London. 

<$>  A  young  man  returns  to  the  hard  luck  and 
blood  feuds  of  his  poor  rural  Louisiana 
hometown,  in  Welcome  to  the  Fallen  Par¬ 
adise,  a  first  novel  by  Dayne  Sherman. 

In  Claire  Davis’  thriller  Season  of  the 
Snake,  a  herpetologist  faces  the  conflict 
between  her  difficult  sister  and  her  husband, 
who  is  living  a  double  life. 

#  The  News  from  Paraguay  by  Lily  Tuck  is 
based  on  the  life  of  Ella  Lynch,  an  Irish 
courtesan  who  became  the  mistress  of 
Paraguayan  dictator  Francisco  Solano  Lopez 
(“Franco”). 

Adult  Nonfiction 

<5!  In  The  Secret  Language  of  Children: 
How  to  Understand  What  Your  Kids  Are 
Really  Saying,  Lawrence  E.  Shapiro 
stresses  the  importance  of  reading  facial 
expressions,  posture,  and  gestures. 

<$'■  Wired:  A  Romance  by  Gary  Wolf  chroni¬ 
cles  the  rise  of  Louis  Rossetto  and  Jane  Met¬ 
calfe’s  magazine  Wired,  “the  mouthpiece  of 
the  digital  revolution,”  from  its  launch  in  San 
Francisco  in  the  early  1990s  to  its  fall  in 
2000. 

V  Joohee  Muromcew’s  The  Baby  Bistro 
Cookbook  features  simple,  upscale  (but  easy 
to  follow)  recipes  to  coax  the  toddler  into  eat¬ 
ing  lightly  spiced  solid  foods. 

gfi  Forensic  anthropologist  Emily  Craig 
describes  her  work  at  Waco  and  the  World 
Trade  Center  in  Teasing  Secrets  from  the 
Dead:  My  Investigations  at  America’s  Most 
Infamous  Crime  Scenes. 


New  Children’s  Fiction 

His  little  brother  lets  the  ducks  out  of 
Grandpa’s  yard  and  uses  other  people’s  stuff 
without  asking,  but  author/illustrator  David 
McPhail’s  big  brother  concedes  that  My 
Little  Brother  is  sometimes  “not  so  bad.” 
Ages  3  to  7. 

^  Despite  a  warm  long-distance  relationship 
through  phone  calls  and  letters,  little  Albert  is 
shy  at  first  when  he  meets  his  grandmother  in 
person,  in  Anna  Grossnickle  Hines’  My 
Grandma  Is  Coming  to  Town,  with  soft  -s 
watercolors  by  Melissa  Sweet.  Ages'  3  to  6. 

The  author/illustrator  of  My  Kinder¬ 
garten,  Rosemary  Wells,  uses  watercolors, 
music,  and  poetry  to  capture  a  young  bunny 
rabbit’s  first  year  of  school.  Ages  4  to  6. 

^  Using  color-infused  collages,  local  author 
Bob  Bamer’s  Bug  Safari  explores  the  world 
of  insects  as  an  imaginative  boy  follows  an 
ant  trail.  Ages  4  to  8. 

<$■  In  The  Birthday  Doll,  written  by  San 
Francisco  author  Jane  Cutler  and  illustrated 
by  Hiroe  Nakata,  Franny  receives  two  very 
different  dolls  as  gifts.  Ages  4  to  8. 

Eddie  apologizes  for  throwing  up  on  Mrs. 
Hartwell’s  socks  and  Margaret  praises  the 
teacher  for  vaulting  a  rail  “like  a  real  track 
star”  to  save  a  stuffed  buffalo,  in  First  Year 
Letters  by  Julie  Dannenberg,  illustrated  by 
Judy  Love.  Ages  5  to  9. 

#  In  Tony  DiTerlizzi  and  Holly  Black’s  The 
Field  Guide  (Spiderwick  Chronicles  Series 
#1),  siblings  Jared,  Simon,  and  Mallory  dis¬ 
cover  a  secret  room  in  their  great-aunt’s 
house.  Ages  8  and  up. 

Fourteen-year-old  Shauzia  lives  in  harsh 
conditions  in  Peshawar,  Pakistan,  but 
dreams  of  going  to  France,  in  Mud  City  by 
Deborah  Ellis.  Ages  10  and  up. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Saturday  Lapsit 

^  Infants  and  toddlers,  with  a  parent,  will  enjoy  the  stories,  songs,  and  finger  plays  at  the 
lapsit  at  10:30  a.m.  on  Saturday,  May  28.  The  library  is  at  451  Jersey  Street  near  Castro. 

Preschool  Story  Time  and  Films 

#  Children  ages  2  to  5  are  invited  to  attend  a  preschool  story  time  at  10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays, 
May  3,  10,  and  21.  An  hour  of  short  films  will  be  shown  for  kids  ages  3  to  5  on  Tuesday,  May 
24,  at  10  and  1 1  a.m. 


Live  Oak  School  Summer  Oaks  2005 


June  20  -  August  12:  Bight  Week  Program 
Loioer  School 

Kindergarten  and  First  Grade  Themes. 
Bakers  $  Tog  Makers,  Fantasy  $  Make- 
Believe,  Robots  T  Space  and- Barth  Science 
Classes  for  Second  to  Fifth  Grade: 

Music,  Exploring  Science,  Drama,  Poetry, 
Coastal  Adventure,  Math  Mystery,  French 
for  Fun,  Sports,  Art  and  Crafts. 


June  20  -  July  29:  Six  Week  Program 
Middle  School 

Music  Appreciation,  Drama,  Dance 
Theater,  Math  Refresher,  Spanish, 
Cooking  with  Chemistry,  Reading 
Workshop,  Sports,  Art  and  Counselor- 
in-Training, 


Classes  will  include  academic  enrichment  and  support  balanced  with  summer  fun.  You  get  to 
choose  your  classes!  Sign  up  by  the  class  for  one  to  eight  weeks  part-time  or  full-time.  $25 
non-refundable  deposit  to  reserve  space  each  week. 

Session  Times:  Morning  Session  -  9.00  to  12:00  p.m.,  Lunch  Break  - 12:00  - 12:30  p.m. 
Afternoon  Session  - 12:30  to  3.-30  p.m.  (kindergarten  and  first  grade  goes  from  100  to  3:00  p  m.) 


Extended  Care  offered  from  6:00  to  <7 -.00  a.m.  and  from  3:00  to  6:00  p.m. 


* 


Live  Oak  School 


1555  Mariposa  Street  S an  Francisco,  CA  94107  416-861-6640 


may 

EVENTS 


NOE 

VALIEY 


LYNN  HAZEN  SIGNING 

Buzz  Bumble  to  the  Rescue 


SUNDAY,  MAY  11  AT  11  A.M. 

* 

Barbara  Elovic,  Victoria  Hallerman, 
Cathleen  Michaels  and  Susan  Sindall 

READING  SELECTIONS  OF 

Poetry  from  Heliotrope 

A  New  Journal  of  Poetry 

FRIDAY,  MAY  20  AT  7  P.M. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


GIL  SMOLIN  SIGNING 

Reign  of  the  Rat 

SATURDAY,  MAY  21  AT  7  P.M. 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


sense* 

indrprngjrnf  Boolntom  for 
mdrprndrnt  Mind. i 


St  Phil  ip  The  Apost  I  e  School 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 

A  neighborhood  school 

providing 

Small  classes  in  K-  8 
Low  teacher  student  ratios 
Mobile  technology  laboratories 
a.m  &  p.m  extended  care 
A  wide  variety  of  after  school  programs, 
including  language,  sports  league  and  the  arts 

For  more  information  or  to  schedule  a  tour,  call 
Sr  Ann  Cronin  B.V.M.,  Principal 
665  Elizabeth  Street 
(415)  824  8467 
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N  eighborhood  Services 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  584-1182 
Cell  (415)  987-4365 


CA  Lie.  #  699691 
Member  Better  Business  Bureau 
We  Accept 


ardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
^  your  special  retreat  space. 
Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  # 651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 
Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Complete*kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  Companies. 


(  I 
I  ■ 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

■  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


E  A  Electric 

Electric  Contracting  Services 

Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  •  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


Tiki? 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


-  v 

'indow  Cleaning 


24  YEARS  NOE  VALLEY 

Barry  Solomon  415. 641. 5224 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


Decorative  Painting 
and  Faux  T  Finishes 


Expert  craftsmanship  and 
attention  to  detail  guaranteed 


Call  Tracy  for  free  consultation 
415.516.1480 
CA  Lie.#  81 7762 


PEACHES 
PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693  ^ 


KATAMA 

DEVELOPMENT,  INC. 

A  planning  and  land  use  company 
of  former  municipal  planners 
providing  planning  solutions  and 
entitlements  for  residential  and 
commercial  development. 

(415)  341-8890 


I 


Rick 

Collins 


Macintosh  Consultant 

(415)  821-1792 
sfrick@pacbell.net 


NOE  VALLEY 
Find  Your 
NEXT  HOME 

Free  24  Hour 
Pre-recorded  Message 

1-800-717-1147  Ext.  101 


? 
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AMES  LOCKSMITH  f 
&  SECURITY  INC.  3 

3977  24th  Street  \ 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114  ^ 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial  it 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service  ^ 
Mobile  Service 


(415)  282-7919  S 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


JON  POPO 

HANDYMAN 

Reliable  &  Experienced 

■  picture  hanging  •  leaky  faucets  &  toilets 

>  window  repairs  •  light  fixtures 

>  lock  replacement  •  furniture  assembly 
•  electrical  problems  •  hot  water  heaters 

Even  bikes,  lamps,  walls,  drawers,  floors,  routine  and 
preventative  maintenance  and  other  common  irritants. 

Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


PLUMBING  SINCE 
1894 

Bright  Winn 

1631  Yosemite  Ave.  email:brightplumbing@aol.com 


(415)  671-1500 


North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 

Commercial  -  Residential 

’ 


HOUSE  CALL 

REPAIRS 

Fast  Response  Victorian  Specialist 
Walls  •  Doors  •  Windows  •  Floors 
Carpentry  •  Installation  &  Destruction 
Plaster  &  Sheetrock  •  Prep  &  Paint 
Tiling  •  Finish  Plumbing  &  Electrical 

by  the  day,  by  the  hour,  by  Olivier 

415-810-1309 


DEREK 

W  ELECTRICAL 

ROCK 

O  SERVICE 

ELECTRICAL  - 

RESIDENTIAL 

LIC. #805003 

No  Job  Too  Small  •  Free  Estimate 

Tel.  (415)  260-7880 

Eddie's  Painting  Co. 

(415)  406-6141 

Fully  Insured  and  Bonded 

•  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialists 

•  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certified 

See  us  at  eddiespainting.com 

Lie.  #732759 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman  ^ 

|  415-726  0156  Um 

affixii'pacbell  net 
www.fixredesign.com 
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The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


zero  DOWN 
Home 
LOANS 

Free  24  Hour 
Pre-recorded  Message 

1-800-717-1147  Ext.  101 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Chez  Touchatt,  MFT,  LCSW 

Psychotherapy 


Specializing  in  Couples 
Relationship  Dynamics 


415.821.6039 

SATURDAY  APPOINTMENTS  AVAILABLE 
San  Francisco  •  Noe  Valley  Office 

MFT.  16090  LCSW  13829 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


75  Minutes 
$70 


For  More  info 
415.285.9129 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


SNAPPY  THREADS 


“for  the  fashion  challenged 
at  every  income  level" 


Bayla  Travis 

Frugal  Fashion  Consultant 


415.285.8595 

snappythreads@aol.com 

www.hometown.aol.com/snappythreads 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman 
415-726-0156 
allix@pachell.nel 

www.llxredesign.com 


New  Leaf  Services 

Organizing  for  adoption? 
Enlarging  your  family? 


Call  or  email  Linda  for  a 

no-obligatio.n  consultation. 

415.285.3266 

info@newieafservices.com 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
„  Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR*LCS  15026 


PROBLEMS 

WITH  FOOD? 

UNCOMFORTABLE  WITH  YOUR  BODY? 

WHY  NOT  TALK  TO  SOMEONE  WHO  RCALLy  UNDERSTANDS? 

Experienced  Eating  Disorders  Therapist 

Evening  appointments  available 
Some  insurance  accepted 

Diana  Murphy  MFCC  (MFC  32704) 
(415)681-1767 


• 

1 

accounting, 

J 

A 

office,  &  all 

/\ 

business  mgmt 

M 

services 

iNk 

available 

phone/fax 

415-647-2099 

UFF  ‘N  READY® 

415.831.2651 

DOGGIE 
PLAYGROUPS 

www.ruffnready.biz 
member  PSI 
limited  private  boarding 
insured  /  licensed  /  bonded 
EST.  1994 


Rick 

Collins 


Macintosh  Consultant 

(415)  821-1792 
sfrick@pacbell.net 


db  visser 

framing 


handmade  custom  frames 
from  reclaimed  or  sustainably 
harvested  hardwoods  & 
archival  matting 


deindre  visser  •  4 1 5.647.0370 
www.dbvisser  net/framing 


ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

PHONE  415.596.t346 
fax  415.647.1389 

sales@designbyrobertson.com 
www.designbyrobertson.com 


SUSAN  FRANKEL,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Specializing  in  couples,  sexuality  and 
parenting  throughout  the  life  cycle. 
Practical  solutions  for  everyday  life. 
Alternative  families  welcomed. 

415-252-5242 

MFC  23330 


Lwi«g  t«'m  Y° 


1AV*  tT*- 


Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 
http://home.earthlink.net/-tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


(2 


AIM 9ST  INSTANT  INTGRItRS 
Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zmg@mindspring.com 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events  /O'  qF  '*£  k 


1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 
health@homeopathy-academy.org 


— 

_ 


_ 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


James  Adams 


Counseling  Supportive  •  Interactive 
Approach  •  Solution-Focused  •  Life  Transitions  • 
Relationships  •  School  /  Work  /  Career 

Evaluations  Learning  Disabilities  and 
Differences  •  Learning  Style  •  ADD/ADHD 

415.336.3388 

Services  for  Adults  •  Adolescents  •  Children 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
Licensed  Educational  Psychologist  2493 
Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  39050 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http :/ / www.speakeasy.org/  -  dmanley 


M 

|  Your  Resolution  | 

A  Practical  Guide 


Rose  M.  Taylor 

^  nesOosn  htotthina 


YOUR  CONFLICT, 
YOUR  RESOLUTION 
A  Practical  Guide 

Rose  M.  Taylor 

Insights  on  how  to 
manage  conflict,  plus 
25  tools  for  on-the-spot 
resolutions 

Available  from  ResRose  Publishing  &  Amazon.com 


|/b^eRY 

DESIGNS  BY  WENDY  L.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Flome 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


Jody  Reiss,  LCSW 

Pyschotherapy 

A  safe  place  to  talk  about 
life  transition,  retlationship  turmoil, 
emotional  upheaval,  existential  crisis, 
...or  simple,  everyday  concerns. 

415/401/9482 

LCS  15289 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 


4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


STAR  LIGHT  ♦  STAR  BRIGHT 

DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 
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Calling  All  Sunset  Co-op  Preschool  Alums!  We 
want  to  keep  in  touch  with  you  and  invite  you  to  our 
gala.  Please  call  or  e-mail  us:  415-681-7667,  or 
nancybujfum@spcglobal.nel. 

Share  Rental:  Room  with  loft  bed  in  sunny  Noe 
Valley  flat.  Close  to  stores  and  the  24  and  J  lines. 
Nonsmokers  only.  Call  415-648-8456  after  1 1  a.m. 

Private,  In-Home  Puppy  and  dog  training.  Dis¬ 
counts  given  to  shelter/rescue  dogs.  Mary  Giuffri- 
da,  dog  trainer  and  behavioral  consultant;  member, 
Association  of  Pet  Dog  Trainers.  Call  415-730- 
0711;  www.positivemelhodsdoglraining.com. 

Looking  for  Garage  or  Parking  space  near  23rd 
and  Chattanooga.  Brian,  415-920-9292. 

Flat  to  Share.  Master  bedroom  with  view,  walk-in 
closet.  Hardwood  floors,  washer/dryer,  shared  bath. 
New  heating/water.  Garage/Genie,  garden.  950- 
647-1679,  Alan. 

Need  Drip  Irrigation,  Sprinklers?  Want  your 
pond  cleaned  or  repaired?  Dream  of  having  a  pond 
or  waterfall?  Call  Scott  at  Halcyon,  415-725-0947. 
Free  estimates.  References  provided. 

Vacation  Rental;  A  romantic  getaway  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  River  Valley.  Close  to  premier  wineries  and  fine 
dining.  See  us  at  www.springhillcabin.com.  707- 
887-1255;  e-mail  deanomyers@comcast.net. 

Women’s  Support  Group.  Wednesdays,  7  to  9 
p.m.  Sharing  in  a  supportive  environment,  dealing 
with  self-esteem,  career,  grieving,  addictions.  Liv¬ 
ing  our  lives  from  our  true  selves.  Preregistration, 
$30  per  session.  415-550-7570. 


CLASS  ADS 


Victorian  Elegance — Vacation  Rental;  Beautiful 
three-room  suite,  completely  private.  Upper  Noe 
Valley  near  24th  Street,  restaurants,  transportation. 
Available  for  rent  two  nights  to  two  weeks.  415- 
648-8879. 

Animal-Loving,  Green-Thumbed  House  Sitter 

with  impeccable  local  references.  Available  for 
June.  Or,  house  exchange  in  Antigua,  Guatemala. 
mabean@cone.xion.  com. gt. 

Personal  Assistant:  Errands,  cooking,  office  orga¬ 
nization,  pay  bills,  troubleshoot  PC.  Whatever  you 
need  to  keep  your  life  running  well.  20  years  expe¬ 
rience.  excellent  references.  Linda.  415-824-5756; 
lsaytes@yahoo.com. 

Too  Tired  to  Cook?  Flour  Girl  is  a  new  in-home 
cooking  service  featuring  menus  customized  to 
your  exact  needs.  Imagine  coming  home  to  fabulous 
meals  prepared  by  your  very  own  personal  chef. 
Free  in-home  consultation.  Call  Chef  Coco  Jacobs 
at  415-948-6410.  Sample  menus  and  full  details  at 
www.jlourgirlchef.com. 

Pregnancy  Massage  and  infertility  therapy  in  Noe 
Valley.  Licensed  in  California.  Call  Dasha  at  415- 
420-3750;  www.heaithtransformations.net. 

Wedding  Workshop  for  Couples:  Do  it  yourself 
with  a  little  help  from  Practically  Peifect  Wedding 
and  Commitment  Ceremonies  by  Rev.  Angel  Stork. 
Private  consultations  available.  Angelstork@ya- 
hoo.com.  or  call  415-285-2571. 

Catsitting  and  other  vacation  help  in  Noe  Valley  or 
adjacent  neighborhoods.  Retired  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent.  Lucy,  415-282-3676. 

Digital  Photography  Frustrations?  Future  Light 
Digital  Workshops  will  teach  you  to  shoot,  scan, 
print,  edit,  and  archive  your  digital  images.  Hands- 
on  classes  downtown.  Adobe  Certified  Expert,  whw. 
fldigital.com.  Call  for  free  brochure:  415-541-5320. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time's  better 
spent!  wHw.mvstudxbuddx.org.  JaneRadcliffe,  4I5-. 
586-4577. 


Flute  Lessons  offered  by  Noe  Valley-based  flutist. 
15  years  teaching  experience,  B.A.  andM.M.  Open¬ 
ings  for  all  levels  and  ages.  Fun  and  professional. 
Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Housecleaning,  Homes,  apartments,  offices.  Free 
estimates,  reasonable  prices.  Experienced,  reliable. 
Attention  given  to  details,  leaving  everything  clean, 
fresh,  and  tidy.  References  available.  Call  Phil  and 
Marie,  415-668-8310. 

Watercolor  Workshops  for  beginners.  One-day 
workshops,  $70  including  materials.  Small  class 
size.  Perfect  for  gift  certificates.  Ongoing  classes 
also  available.  Irene  at  415-641-8882,  or  e-mail 
SFC  larky@aol.com . 


Appliance  Repair.  Experienced  and  reliable.  Li¬ 
cense  #4383 1 .  Call  David  Beringer  at  4 1 5-722-8614. 

Licensed  Painting  and  Plaster  Repair.  Small  or 
large  jobs.  Interior  and  exterior.  License  #497-2 1 4. 
Please  call  Ed  at  995-4666. 

Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  and  user  educa¬ 
tion.  Hardware  and  software,  installation,  configu¬ 
ration,  and  upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and 
network  (wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  trojan, 
and  spyware  removal.  Web-page  design  from  start 
to  finish.  Competitive  rates,  house  calls,  small  to 
large  jobs,  and  I  can  work  with  non-technical  indi¬ 
viduals.  References.  John,  415-586-2333. 

Office  Support  Plus.  415-239-0561. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast  choic¬ 
es.  Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (level).  20th  and 
Douglass  streets.  4 1 5-626-6497 ,JimDiDL2aol. corn', 
www.vacationrentals.comlxacation-rentalsl 10961.html. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
“A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household.”  Louis,  7 1 0-05 1 3. 

Affordable,  Skilled  Therapist.  17  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Interactive,  direct,  respectful,  playful.  Adults, 
couples,  families,  adolescents,  children.  GLBT- 
friendly.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin, 
L.M.F.T.  415-647-9977. 

Handywoman  Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and 
outside  problems  you  aren’t  getting  around  to  and 
wish  you  could.  Get  reliable,  friendly,  and  creative 
help  now.  A  non-intrusive,  sensitive  presence  in 
your  home.  415-550-6792. 

Acupressure.  Help  the  body  heal  itself.  Based  on 
centuries-old  wisdom,  acupressure  can  help  allevi¬ 
ate  chronic  pain,  reduce  anxiety,  and  promote  gen¬ 
eral  well-being.  Call  Sally  at  4 15-587- 1902.  10  per¬ 
cent  off  your  first  visit. 

PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Access,  Internet  by  a  very  patient  com¬ 
munity  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and  a  half 
hours  for  $45.  864-1491;  cfebcom@aol.com. 

Resolve  Relationship  Issues:  Do  you  have  trouble 
forming  or  maintaining  relationships?  Do  you  want 
to  keep  your  current  relationship  alive  and  satisfy¬ 
ing?  Experienced,  direct,  down-to-earth  psycho¬ 
therapist  can  help  you  identify,  understand,  and 
change  relational  patterns  that  interfere  with  your 
ability  to  connect  with  others.  I  also  work  with  is¬ 
sues  such  as  self-esteem,  depression,  anxiety,  life 
transitions.  Individuals  and  couples,  LGBT.  Carol 
Gould,  L.M.F.T.  #32364.  415-826-5435. 

Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Phone  641-5224. 


HAMANO 

SUSHI 


415-826-0825 

1332  Castro  St.  (@24th)  San  Francisco 
CA  94114 


1 5  Years  in  town! 

Serving  Healthy 
&  High-quality  Food 


Architect.  New  buildings,  remodels,  additions. 
Free  on-site  consultation  on  any  project.  Reasonable 
fees.  Licensed  architect  for  over  28  years.  In  Noe 
Valley  for  24  years.  Call  Mike  Hager  at  Hager  De¬ 
sign  Group,  415-285-7409. 

Will  Buy  Single-Family  Homes,  any  condition. 
Pay  cash,  close  fast.  415-922-7273. 

Your  Trees  are  part  of  your  investment,  and  part  of 
your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert,  quality  care. 
Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA 
Certified  Arborist.  Free  estimates.  Call  Martin 
Amest  at  4 1 5-882- 1 1 09.  California  license  #8290 1 2. 

Housecleaning.  Free  estimates,  good  references, 
and  reasonable  prices.  Houses,  apartments,  and  of¬ 
fices.  Please  leave  a  message  for  Cleusa  Maria  at 
510-436-6987. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Large  decks  with  views  of  stream, 
woods,  and  meadow.  Fireplace  with  wood  supplied; 
30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream.  Photos  available. 
Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend,  $375;  week, 
$600.  Additional  nights  after  the  first  seven  are  $80 
per  night  or  four  weeks  at  $2,000.  Discount  given 
to  repeat  guests.  415-647-3052  (phone  and  fax). 

Pet  Care.  Does  Kitty  need  care  while  you  vacation? 
Does  Rover  need  more  exercise?  Positively  Pets  can 
help!  Expert  care  for  all  pets.  15  years  experience. 
Recommended  by  San  Francisco  veterinarians.  Noe 
Valley  references.  415-647-4757. 

The  Writing  Salon.  Year-round  creative  writing 
classes.  Fiction,  poetry,  personal  essays,  memoirs, 
screenwriting,  playwriting,  travel  writing,  and 
more.  415-642-9793;  www.writingsalons.com. 

Hypnotherapy  and  Hypnosis.  Enneagram,  12- 
step,  re-evaluation  counseling.  Pain  management 
and  anxiety.  Janell  Moon,  C.H.T.,  415-824-2490. 

Paris  Apartment.  Charming  one-bedroom,  remod¬ 
eled,  sleeps  four.  Ninth  Arrondissement,  minutes 
from  opera.  Montmartre.  Near  fabulous  Market 
Street.  See  www.frenchapt.freeservers.com.  Call 
415-282-8912. 

Efficient,  Fast  Cleaning!  We  will  make  your  home 
or  office  sparkle  throughout.  Our  products  or  yours. 
Also  available:  steam  cleaning  equipment  for  car¬ 
pets/upholstery,  power  washing  for  building  exteri¬ 
ors  and  driveways.  Experienced,  thorough,  reliable. 
References  on  request.  Alexandra,  415-240-6035  or 
650-615-9003. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons 
tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory, 
classical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara 
Bannett,  648-1007. 


Architectural  Services.  San  Francisco  architect 
with  20  years  of  experience  available  for  architec¬ 
tural  services  on  residential  (new  construction  and 
renovations)  and  commercial  projects.  Please  call 
Bradley  Davidson,  4 1 5-370-829 1 .  California  license 
#C-23182.  Reasonable  rates  and  excellent  service! 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We’U  do  it  just  for 
a  reasonable  price.  Call  us!  Sara  and  Marco,  415- 
310-8838. 

Adriana’s  Cleaning  (www.adrianacleaning.com.). 
Apartments,  homes,  offices,  and  much  more!  We  are . 
professional,  reasonably  priced,  thorough,  reliable, 
and  efficient.  Excellent  references.  Adriana,  415- 
240-9520. 


Insight  Tutoring  presents  an  SAT  preparation 
course.  SAT  reading  and  writing  intensive,  Aug.  I 
through  5.  Math  intensive,  Aug.  8  through  1 2.  Learn 
score-raising  strategies  from  test  preparation  pro¬ 
fessional  with  eight  years  of  experience.  Fort  Ma¬ 
son  Center.  $230  per  section,  $440  for  both.  Fee  in¬ 
cludes  15  instructional  hours  and  extensive  packet 
of  original  materials.  More  information:  www.in- 
sight-tutoring.com,  or  contact  David  Freeling  at 
dnafreeling@hotmail.com  .415-285-0574. 

Mac/PC/iPod/iTunes:  Need  help?  Very  good 
price.  Intemet/DSL/cable  modem/wireless/printer/ 
scanner  problems?  Done  right  in  your  home.  Work 
as  tech  of  schools  for  1 0  years.  Day  and  night  ap¬ 
pointments.  Call  415-642-8287. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  patios,  main¬ 
tenance.  Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates. 
Remember,  it’s  pruning  time. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL, 
ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  641-8654. 
E-mail  Chqrlie@sfphoneguy.com. 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T.,  415-267-4848. 

Spacious,  Charming  One-Plus  Bedroom  flat 
available  for  short-term  rental.  Fully  furnished  and 
nicely  appointed.  Great  for  out-of-town  guests. 
Douglass  and  24th  Street.  See  photos  at  http:llwww. 
vrbo.com/44991 .  415-806-6624;  noevUyapt@ 
yahoo.com. 

Expert  Garden  and  Landscape  Services:  Tree 
planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design, 
renovation,  restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly 
scheduled  general  property  and  garden  main- 
tainence.  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems  installation 
and  repair.  Yard  cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too 
big  or  too  small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service.  12  years  experience.  References 
available.  Call  David  at  415-846-7581. 


Housecleaner,  Personal  Assistant,  organizer,  care¬ 
giver,  pet  sitter,  driver,  errands,  moving,  packing. 
Detailed  professional  exceeds  your  expectations.  10 
years  of  experience.  Mike,  415-495-2312. 

Noe  Valley  Locksmith.  Home,  auto,  commercial. 
Licensed  and  bonded.  415-285-0948. 

House  to  Rent,  140  Wonderful  Laidley.  Weekly/ 
monthly.  Panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden.  415- 
647-82 1 6.  http:llvrbo.coml 2 1 1 25 . 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I’m  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles,  etc.  415-867- 1582  or  ojboler@mindspring.com 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40v  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
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CLASS  ADS 


Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English.  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  academic,  tape  transcription,  legal; 
resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine. 
Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee,  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedy- 
musicsludio.com. 

Need  Help  getting  your  house  in  order?  Cleaning 
and  organizer  service.  Since  1999.  Simone,  415- ' 
806-7877. 


Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Wanted:  Funky  Live/Work  Space  to  Do  Art.  Run¬ 
down  cottage,  storefront?  Open  to  possibilities.  San 
Francisco,  South  S.F.,  Pacifica.  Call  510-534-7312. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
415-821-4890  or  emarshS  108@aol.com. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m.  Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mon¬ 
days  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since 
1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
415-668-8310. 

Wedding  and  Commitment  Ceremonies:  Bold, 
memorable,  sacred,  intimate,  fun... it’s  your  cere¬ 
mony.  Let’s  create  the  right  expression  for  your 
celebration.  Angel  Stork,  minister/officiator;  415- 
285-2571  or  angelstork@yahoo.com. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  I  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert,  566-3389. 

Tired  of  Squeezing  Your  Out-of-Town  Parents  or 

friends  into  your  already-jammed  home?  Visiting 
the  city  on  a  temporary  business  assignment? 
Charming  fully-fumished  studio  available  on  a 
short-time  basis.  Cable  TV,  stereo,  VCR,  kitchen, 
full  bath,  laundry,  garden.  Lots  of  parking  next  to 
open  space.  Bemal  Heights  across  from  The  Hill. 
Call  415-285-7064  or  www.janiesnest.com.  ^ 


The  Voice  Web  Site 

features  news,  photos, 
archives  of  past  issues, -and  the 
current  month’s  Class  Ads. 
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Carpentry/Design.  Bathrooms,  kitchens,  mould¬ 
ings,  stairs,  decks,  lighting,  drywall,  windows, 
bookshelves.  Excellent  references  and  reasonable 
rates.  Jeffrey,  415-753-1707. 

Out-of-Town  Guests?  Bed  and  breakfast  in  charm¬ 
ing  room  with  private  bath.  Quiet,  with  garden  view. 
One  block  from  24th  Street.  Cable  TV.  $75  single/ 
$85  double.  4 15-64 1-8882,  or  SFClarky@aol.com. 

Therapy  Office  to  Sublet.  Sunny,  quiet,  plant-filled 
office,  waiting  room,  and  closet  to  sublease.  Avail¬ 
able  immediately  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Sunday, 
or  before  4  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday.  In  Noe 
Valley  suite  at  Castro  and  24th  Street.  Leave  mes¬ 
sage  at  415-255-6394. 

Classical  Piano  Lessons  and  music  theory  instruc¬ 
tion  offered  by  patient,  experienced  teacher  in  Noe 
Valley.  Beginning  through  early  advanced  students 
welcomed!  Elva  Granat,  415-285-5769. 

Health  and  Fitness  Support  Group  forming.  4 1 5- 
668-8310. 

Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  gent  will 
meet  your  fix-up  and  repair  needs.  Small  projects 
welcome.  Floors,  windows,  doors,  inside  painting, 
plumbing  problems,  grout  restorations,  carpentry, 
sinks,  fixtures,  light  electrical  work,  and  more.  Call 
Your  Handyman  at  4 1 5-425-2585. 

Can  Psychotherapy  Help?  Spend  50  minutes  a 
week  with  a  supportive,  active  listener.  Move  be¬ 
yond  the  patterns  that  limit  your  life.  Free  blocked 
creativity.  Experience  stable  support  in  times  of 
transition  or  stress.  Sliding  scale.  Celia  Lighthill, 
M.A..M.F.T.  415-239-1315. 

Housecleaning.  Homes,  apartments,  and  offices. 
Five  years  of  experience.  Attention  to  detail,  refer¬ 
ences.  Call  Cristiane  (“Cris”):  415-573-9014,  ore- 
mail  me:  biscoitinha2002@yahoo.com.br. 

Tutoring  in  Your  Home.  Experienced,  enthusias¬ 
tic  instructors  educated  at  top-tier  schools.  All  K 
through  1 2  subjects  and  test  prep.  1-866-773-7764; 
nvv@PrepPoint.com. 

Red’s  Hauling  and  Yard  Work.  Cleaning  and 
clearing.  Attics,  basements,  garages,  households, 
yards.  Prompt,  reliable  service.  Free  estimates.  415- 
307-0889. 

Professional  Housecleaner.  Systematic  and  con- 
sistant.  I  don’t  cut  comers,  I  clean  them.  20  years 
excellent  references.  Weekly  or  bi.  510-547-2469. 
Free  estimate.  Deana. 


A  Room  of  Your  Own.  Looking  for  a  quiet  place 
to  be  by  yourself,  to  think,  to  relax,  to  just  be?  I  have 
a  quiet  garden  studio  available  for  overnight  or 
weekly  stays.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Carole,  415- 
647-2393. 

Cleaning  Professional.  18  years  of  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Call  Roger  Miller, 
415-664-0513. 

Piano  Lessons!  Kids  a  specialty.  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  with  15  years  teaching  experience,  B.A.  and 
M.M.  Carla,  415-648-3651. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  service.  We  use 
non-toxic  products.  Free  estimate.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Francisco(.com)!  Es¬ 
tablished  1995!  Private  walks,  too!  Bonded!  In¬ 
sured!  415-731-0120. 


Jon  Pogo,  Handyman:  Reliable  and  experienced. 
Electrical  problems,  pictures  hung,  faucets,  light  fix¬ 
tures,  toilets,  rough  and  finish  carpentry.  “Assembly 
required?”  I’ll  do  it.  Call  me!  650-303-8171. 

Birthday  Storytelling:  A  treat  for  ages  4  to  104. 
Forsooth!  Let  a  pro  light  up  the  party  with  timeless 
tales,  ancient  and  new.  Also  available  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  reunions,  club  meetings,  fairs,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Call  Laura  at  647-7455,  or  pop  an  e-mail 
to  laura@wordforest.com. 


Beginning  Mosaic  Workshops  with  longtime 
Potrero  Hill  artist.  Create  a  mosaic  stepping  stone: 
original  art  for  your  garden.  See  www.jonieisen.com 
or  call  415-648-6740. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed.  Fully  equipped  kitchen.  Cable 
TV/VCR,  stereo/CD,  telephone.  Short-term  rental. 
Minimum  two  nights.  Sleeps  two.  Non-smoking. 
415-970-8177;  sfcottage4rent@earthlink.net . 

Housecleaning — Elizabet’s  the  best!  Office  or 
home.  Stoves/refrigerators.  Responsible  and  reli¬ 
able.  Six  years  experience  and  references.  Call  650- 
991-0887. 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1175.  Small  jobs  welcome. 

Notary  at  Your  Door:  Home  or  office — weekdays, 
nights,  and  weekends.  415-431-2207. 

Practical,  Insightful,  short-  and  long-term  psy¬ 
chotherapy  to  help  you  feel  more  successful  and  sat¬ 
isfied  in  your  life.  Relationships,  career,  creativity, 
meaning,  life  transitions,  sexuality,  loss.  Individu¬ 
als  and  couples.  Katrina  Child,  M.A.,  M.F.T. 
www.katrinachild.com;  415-255-3279. 

Art  Workshops,  acrylic  or  pastel.  Small  groups  and 
private  classes.  Linda,  415-824-5756;  lsaytes@ 
yahoo.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433,  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Housecleaning.  Need  to  clean  your  house,  apart¬ 
ment,  and  office?  We  are  reasonably  priced,  thor¬ 
ough,  experienced,  and  available  seven  days  a  week. 
We  have  good  references.  Free  estimates.  Please 
leave  a  message  for  Maria  Pires  at  650-756-5512. 

Affirming,  Experienced,  and  Affordable.  Let’s 
work  together  to  tackle  depression  and  anxiety 
caused  by  painful  transitions,  past  relationships,  and 
gender  issues.  Noe  Valley  office;  Saturday  appoint¬ 
ments  are  available.  Lucinda  Mancillas,  L.C.S.W. 
#20174.  41^-821-2000. 

Get  the  Right  Job!  Learn  to  market  yourself!  The 
nuts/bolts  from  interviews,  resumes,  salary  negoti¬ 
ations.  Fifteen  years  of  experience  as  a  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  recruiter.  Three-part  class  series,  $30  per  class. 
Register  by  calling  415-550-7570. 

Bill’s  Dogwalking  and  pet-sitting  service.  I  take 
your  pet  to  visit  San  Francisco’s  top  dog  parks. 
Quality  care  while  boarding.  Licensed,  bonded,  and 
insured.  Call  415-368-6502. 


Howto  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  40y  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  June 
2005  issue,  distributed  in  Noe 
Valley  on  or  before  June  3.  The 
deadline  for  Class  Ads  is  May 
15.  The  Class  Ads  will  be  printed 
in  the  paper  and  then  displayed  on 
our  web  site  (www.noevalley- 
voice.com)  for  one  month. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 


Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone,  Internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677;  doloresstudio 
@yahoo.com. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write  ed- 
itor@noevalleyvoice.com.  or  send  manuscript,  plus 
name,  phone,  and  e-mail,  to  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Include 
SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 


RX 

JUmiMlTEP  .. 

Noe  Valley’s 
Independent  Pharmacy 

r  HIV  SPECIALISTS 
r  ASSIGNMENT  OF  BENEFITS 
r  HUMAN  growth  hormone 
r  OVER  THE  COUNTER  MEDICATIONS  I 
r  prescriptions 
r  SUNDRIES 
r  VITAMINS 

v  nutrition  information 

LOCATED  AT  *  901  CASTRO  ST.  @  22ND 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  -  9*  114 
C41SXPS-017B 

Open  9  -  5:30  Monday  -  Friday 


Isa’s  Salon  and  Spa  wishes  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patronage! 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  your  trust.  We  hope 
you’ve*  enjoyed  our  services. 

And  thanks  for  supporting  your  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  businesses. 

WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU 


140 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 


SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 
SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 


CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  BUCKWHEAT  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN  S  MENU  AVAILABLE 


ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 


OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  / 10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  AM.  / 10:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 


3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 
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Is  your 
broker 


out  of  touch? 


If  so,  maybe  now  is  a  good  time  to  look  at 
Edward  Jones.  At  Edward  Jones,  you  get 
personal,  confidential,  one-on-one  service 
from  one  investment  representative  who 
can  help  with  all  your  financial  needs. 


Transferring  yoilr  account  is  easy. 


Call  today. 


Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS 

4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  94114 

415-282-4079 


www.edwardjones.com 


Member  SIPC 


Edwardjones 


MAKING  SENSE  OF  INVESTING 


Servin':  I ndi\ idtinl  Invotor-  Sinn*  1871 


■  ;; 

_.L.er  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 


»  1 1  tvutvi  ruu  Mi »-  un  a  11111  ill  ill  TU11VT 

3  3 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 

ALWAYS  DEMAND  YhE  BEST 

* 


TT  /  f  TT  /f 

Hendel  Handle 

m. 

■ 


Top  Producer  -  President’s  Circle  -  Top  4  Percent  Internationally 

(415)  338-0221 

vywvv.danhendel.com 
lomes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 

Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 
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COLDUieLL 

BANK6RD 


_ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

_ 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Who  We  Are 
And  What  We  Want 

By  Mazook 

PARKING  ON  THE  BIAS:  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  took  two  minutes  to  approve 
a  one-line  resolution  on  April  26  that 
capped  almost  a  decade  of  efforts  by  the 
Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association  to  install  diagonal  parking  on 
Castro  Street  south  of  24th  Street.  The 
resolution  reads:  “Establish  diagonal  (45- 
degree  angle)  parking  [on]  Castro  Street, 
each  side,  between  25th  and  Jersey  streets 
(six-month  trial).” 

Celebrating  last  month  were  former 
Association  President  Bob  Roddick,  cur¬ 
rent  President  Carol  Yenne,  and  merchants 
Isa  Muhawieh  and  Lisa  Violetto  (of  Isa’s 
Salon  and  Lisa  Violetto  Designs),  who 
spearheaded  the  final  push  to  get  the  pro¬ 
posal  past  the  naysayers.  The  goal  of  the 
group  is  to  see  how  angled  parking  goes 
on  that  block  and  then  try  to  expand  it  to 
a  couple  more  blocks  on  Castro  Street. 

“It’s  been  nine  years  since  we  started 
this  effort,”  says  Roddick,  an  attorney 
whose  office  is  located  in  the  1300  block 
of  Castro.  “I  had  just  been  elected  to  my 
first  term  as  president  of  the  Merchants 
and  Professionals,  and  Gavin  Newsom 
had  just  been  appointed  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  by  the  mayor.  We  presented 
them  with  a  petition  for  diagonal  parking 
signed  by  over  1,200  neighbors — and 


Muni  has  fought  us  the  whole  way.  Since 
then,  we’ve  produced  two  studies  show¬ 
ing  that  diagonal  parking  is  safe,  and  Isa 
produced  a  real-time  video  demonstration 
taken  in  the  early  morning  hours  on  Cas¬ 
tro  that  showed  that  diagonal  parking  in 
no  way  impeded  Muni.” 

The  net  result,  according  to  Roddick, 
will  be  a  parking  reconfiguration  that  will 
almost  double  the  number  of  street  park¬ 
ing  spaces  on  Castro  between  Jersey  and 
25th.  (Read  more  about  the  deal  in  the 
March  2005  issue  of  the  Voice,  available 
online  at  www.noevalleyvoice.com.) 

So  when  will  the  six-month  trial  start? 
Says  a  hopeful  Isa  Muhawieh,  "I  estimate 
that  it  will  finally  be  started  in  four  to  six 
weeks.”  That  means  look  for  stripes  in 
June.  And  don’t  worry,  the  spaces  won’t 
have  meters — during  the  trial  at  least. 

&  s  s 

THAT’S  OILTHERE  IS:  At  April’s  end, 
24th  Street  pedestrians  were  surprised  to 
read  a  sign  posted  in  the  window  of  Stone- 
house  California  Olive  Oil,  on  the  comer 
of  24th  and  Sanchez.  It  announced  that  the 
store  would  be  closing  May  I  and  that  a 
new  shop  called  Belgano  would  be  mov¬ 
ing  in  and  selling  Ciao  Bella  Gelato  and 
other  exotic  edibles. 

Stonehouse  chief  Trish  Baldwin  ex¬ 
plains  that  the  olive  oil  sales  “just  weren’t 
there” — they  weren’t  enough  to  sustain 
the  store  in  Noe  Valley. 

“We  needed  to  have  more  product  lines 
in  the  store,”  she  says,  “so  Randy  Jensen, 
who  was  the  founder  of  the  Sweet  Inspi¬ 
rations  dessert  cafes,  is  taking  over  our 
lease.  He’ll  be  starting  up  a  new  kind  of 
cafe,  which  will  feature  Ciao  Bella, 
Leonidas  Chocolates,  and  Illy  Coffee, 
which  is  served  by  many  high-end  restau¬ 
rants.  Randy  has  agreed  to  continue  car¬ 
rying  our  Stonehouse  Olive  Oil  in  bulk 
and  several  of  our  other  olive  oils  in  non- 


refillable  bottles.  We  are  closing  one  year 
after  we  opened,”  Baldwin  adds  philo¬ 
sophically,  “and  finally,  after  one  year  of 
looking,  I  have  found  a  place  to  live  in 
Noe  Valley  [when  we  wrote  about  the 
opening  last  year,  Trish  was  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  moving  to  Noe  Valley  and  walk¬ 
ing  to  work],  which  I  am  very  happy 
about.  The  new  store  will  still  carry  our 
olive  oils,  so  our  loyal  local  customers 
won’t  have  to  travel  down  to  our  retail 
store  in  the  Ferry  Building.” 

Ah,  there’s  nothing  like  a  win-win  sit¬ 
uation. 

a  a  & 

A  WIN-WHIMPER  SITUATION:  Shop¬ 
pers  also  were  concerned  about  the 
“Goodbye  Girl,  Goodbye  Dog”  sign  on 
the  window  of  the  five-year-old  A  Girl 
and  Her  Dog  (owned  by  Annette  Hickey 
and  her  Yorkshire  terrier  Bronte)  across 
the  street.  The  store  packed  up  what  re¬ 
mained  of  its  clothing  and  dog  biscuits 
and  vacated  the  spot  at  the  end  of  April. 

But  the  storefront  won't  be  empty  for 
long.  The  space  will  be  reopened  in  about 
a  month  by  the  aforementioned  Lisa  Vi¬ 
oletto  and  her  business  partner  Judy 
Frangquist,  who  currently  have  a  shop  on 
Castro  near  Jersey  (across  from  where  the 
diagonal  parking  will  soon  appear). 

“We  are  moving  our  retail  store  down 
[to  A  Girl  and  Her  Dog]  and  will  still 
maintain  our  space  up  here  on  Castro 
Street,”  says  Frangquist,  “where  we  will 
continue  to  do  our  designing  and  making 
our  products.” 

Lisa  Violetto  Designs  specializes  in 
jewelry,  handbags,  scarves,  pillows,  and 
curtains,  most  of  it  handmade. 

Frangquist  says  that  she  and  Violetto 
are  both  very  excited  about  the  new  space 
and  will  have  access  to  the  store  during 
May.  They  hope  to  unveil  the  new  shop 
around  June  1. 


S  S  S 

ANOTHER  DOUBLE  VICTORY:  The 
owner  of  Launderlapd,  Dominic 
Maionchi,  recently  closed  the  suds  shop 
and  remodeled  the  building  into  two 
spaces.  The  new  tenants  say  something 
about  the  demographics  of  our  urban  vil¬ 
lage:  Muscles  and  Money. 

The  corner  slot  is  claimed  by  Sterling 
Bank,  and  the  inner  track  belongs  to  24 
Hour  Fitness.  The  new  mini-fitness  cen¬ 
ter,  Fit  Lite,  opens  on  May  2  and  will  of¬ 
fer  a  circuit-training  program  on  30  dif¬ 
ferent  pulling  and  stretching  machines. 

There  was  a  bit  of  a  stir  amongst  the  lo¬ 
cals  last  montli  when  the  24  Hour  Fitness 
sign  went  up  on  the  corner,  then  was 
abruptly  removed.  Evidently,  24  Hour 
made  a  mistake  and  the  corner  sign  will 
be  split  between  the  bank  and  the  exer¬ 
cise  emporium.  The  sign  went  up  at  the 
end  of  the  month  again,  and  you  can  see 
Fit  Lite  now  occupies  the  lower  half  of 
the  sign. 

Sterling  Bank  is  not  scheduled  to  open 
its  doors  until  July  1,  according  to  the 
bank’s  general  manager,  Steve  Adams, 
who  is  headquartered  here  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  This  will  be  the  locally  owned 
bank’s  10th  branch  in  the  Bay  Area. 

“The  job  should  be  completed  on  time,” 
says  Adams.  “We’re  going  to  a  hearing 
without  any  opposition,  and  getting  our 
conditional  use  permit  was,  thankfully, 
very  easy.  Now  all  we  have  to  do  is  put 
some  windows  along  the  Church  Street 
wall,  complete  the  interior,  and  install  the 
safe  deposit  boxes,  which  all  of  our  cus¬ 
tomers  want.” 

Adams  came  to  San  Francisco  from 
Michigan  in  1994,  on  an  assignment  to 
open  a  bank  in  San  Francisco  for  a  pri¬ 
vate  group.  He  wound  up  staying  and  now 
lives  in  the  Upper  Market  neighborhood. 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


LAW  OFFICES 

Living  Trusts 

Wills  •  Estate  Planning  •  Probate 

Protect  your  family  NOW l 
Call  for  a  free  consultation . 

ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

1330  Castro  Street 

(415)  641-8687 


MEXIC44. 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

-¥■  Broiled  Salmon  Burritos  af  Delicious  Chicken  MoLE-¥- 
-¥■  Wonderful  Enchiladas  V  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Puri,  * 

¥  Cactus  Burritos  -¥■  Fantastic  Grilled  OUESADIELAS  * 
V  Grilled  Seafdud  Specials 
Great  Tacds  ■¥■  Variety  of  Vecetarian  Dishes 

^  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 

(jAecA  A/s  Oat  yOyam  — 

t/&  SAast  OZm&// 

*  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 
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He  currently  sits  on  the  board  of  directors 
'of  the  Merchants  of  Upper  Market  and 
Castro  Association,  and  thinks  it’s  im¬ 
portant  to  support  the  local  merchants  and 
neighborhood  associations.  “I  go  to  Noe 
Valley  on  a  day-to-day  basis,  so  I’m  hap¬ 
py  we’re  opening  a  branch  in  Noe  Valley 
and  can  get  involved  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,”  Adams  says. 

One  of  the  first  things  Sterling  Bank 
did  was  join  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association.  Not  only 
did  the  bank  pay  its  dues  in  advance,  but 
it  volunteered  to  be  a  sponsor  for  the  Noe 
Valley  Harvest  Festival  next  October. 

Adams  will  headquarter  his  residential 
lending  department  here  in  Noe  Valley 
and  plans  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  chatting 
with  the  bank’s  new  customers.  “I  got  into 
banking  by  accident,  and  along  the  way  I 
read  the  biography  of  A.  P.  Giannini,  the 
founder  of  Bank  of  America.  I  learned 
that  he  never  worked  at  the  main  office  of 
his  bank,  but  rather  always  at  a  branch  so 
he  would  know^what  customers  were 
thinking.” 

He  says  Sterling  Bank  supports  the  hir¬ 
ing  local  people,  and  90  percent  of  his 
employees  at  seven  San  Francisco 
branches  live  in  the  city. 

“Also,  there  is  one  thing  I  feel  very 
strongly  about — I  want  clean  sidewalks! ” 
he  laughs.  Works  for  me,  too. 

S  S  S 

GOOD  FOOD  IN  THE  ’HOOD:  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  largest  grocery  chain  has  been  look¬ 
ing  at  its  small  store  in  Downtown  Noe 
Valley  very  intently  since  the  store  makes 
more  money  per  square  foot  than  most  of 


the  other  Ralphs/Cala/Bell  supermarkets 
owned  by  Kroger  Corporation,  based  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Over  the  past  1 8  months,  Bell  Market 
on  24th  Street  has  changed  and  improved 
its  product  lines  and  produce,  with  a  big 
push  coming  since  the  first  of  the  year  and 
a  major  facelift  at  the  end  of  March. 

Bell  also  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley  to  appear  at  the 
Friends’  April  14  general  membership 
meeting.  There  were  less  than  40  of  us 
who  took  the  opportunity  to  hear  Bell  ring 
its  bell,  that  is,  listen  to  a  presentation  by 
Ralphs’  West  Coast  director  of  market¬ 
ing,  Chris  O’Leary. 

O’Leary  described  the  changes  the 
store  has  made  in  response  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood’s  wishes,  and  showed  a  graphic 
display  of  who  we  are,  what  we  want,  and 
what  they  have  done.  The  bottom  line  on 
that,  as  any  regular  Bell  shopper  knows, 
is  that  they  are  now  stocking  not  only  the 
items  they  want  us  to  buy,  but  also  the 
items  we  want  to  buy. 

At  the  meeting,  Ralphs  sent  in  sample 
trays  of  new. items  from  their  deli,  bak¬ 
ery,  produce,  and  wine  cellars.  You  real¬ 
ly  should  have  come — there  was  enough 
food  for  all  of  you. 

If  you  have  any  suggestions  for  Bell, 
write  them  down  and  give  your  list  to  the 
store  manager.  They  say  they  will  con¬ 
sider  all  reasonable  requests  and  empha¬ 
size  that  they’ve  returned  to  their  prima¬ 
ry  directive:  The  customer  is  always  right. 

Ironically,  across  the  street  from  Bell, 
at  the  empty  Real  Food  space,  it  seems  as 
if  the  customer  is  always  wrong.  There’s 
no  evidence  of  any  remodeling,  by  either 
the  building  owner  or  the  lessee,  Nu- 
traceutical  Corporation. 

&  K  S 

SHORT  SHRIFTS:  Rumors  that  Trends’ 
old  space  at  Church  and  Clipper  has  been 


rented  are  not  true,  according  to  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Britton  real  estate  com¬ 
pany  by  the  name  of  John  (“no  last 
name”).  John  says  he’s  had  many  in¬ 
quiries  “from  retail  stores,  gyms,  child¬ 
care  centers,  and  cafes,  but  it  is  not  rent¬ 
ed  out  yet.” 

Last  month,  the  Chronicle  reported  that 
San  Francisco  Giants  slugger  Moises 
Alou  had  bought  a  house  in  Noe  Valley 
and  was  moving  his  family  here,  so  don’t 
be  surprised  if  you  see  him  in  the  ’hood. 
You’ll  know  it’s  him  by  his  unique  bat¬ 
ting  stance. 

Radio  Shack’s  24th  Street  manager, 
Lang  Wu,  says  that  the  remodel  of  the 
store  has  been  completed.  It  took  two 
months  of  work,  and  now  they’re  going 
through  a  restocking  process.  “This  is  the 
nationwide  new  look  of  Radio  Shack,” 
says  Wu.  ‘.‘It  has  a  layout  that  is  more  cus¬ 
tomer-friendly,  and  it’s  much  easier  to  test 
products.” 

Those  of  you  who  were  looking  for 
Latvian  President  Vaira  Vike’s  motorcade 
to  roll  through  Noe  Valley  on  the  way  to 
the  Latvian  Church  on  April  9  were  dis¬ 
appointed.  She  had  to  attend  Pope  John 
Paul  II's  funeral  ceremonies.  We  will  let 
you  know  when  she  reschedules. 

S  S  S 

IF  YOU  FOLLOW  THE  HORSES  that 
follow  the  horses,  then  you’ll  be  happy  to 
know  that  Harry  Aleo’s  racehorse.  Lost 
in  the  Fog,  won  the  Bay  Shore  Stakes  at 
Aqueduct  in  New  York  on  April  9,  and 
paid  $2.30  on  a  two-dollar  bet.  The  horse 
earned  $90,000  for  the  victory  and  has 
earned  over  $360,000  by  winning  each  of 
his  first  five  races.  Aleo,  who  owns  Twin 
Peaks  Properties  on  24th  Street,  is  tickled 
pink,  but  not  so  irrationally  exuberant  as 
to  run  his  3-year-old  colt  in  the  Kentucky 
Derby.  (See  last  month’s  Rumors.) 

Lost  in  the  Fog  is  now  scheduled  to 


compete  in  the  Golden  Bear  Breeders’ 
Cup  at  Golden  Gate  Fields  on  Saturday, 
May  14.  This  is  a  six-furlong  race  that 
Fog  should  win,  so  take  a  trip  out  to  the 
track  and  see  why  everyone’s  so  excited. 

By  the  way,  Horsehats.com,  which  of¬ 
fers  “official  hats  and  merchandise  for 
Lost  in  the  Fog,  the  world’s  fastest  horse,” 
is  selling  a  “Lost  in  the  Fog”  baseball  cap 
($19.95).  Any  hats  in  the  neighborhood? 

s  s  ® 

THE  END  OF  THE  LINE  is  what  they 
used  to  call  the  Upper  Noe  business  dis¬ 
trict  on  Church  Street  between  29th  and 
30th  before  Muni  extended  the  streetcar 
line.  It’s  also  the  end  of  the  line,  owner 
Peter  Kung  has  decided,  for  trying  to  rent 
out  his  storefront  on  the  corner  of  Church 
and  Day.  In  the  1940s,  the  storefront  was 
one  of  the  first  Safe  ways;  in  the  1990s,  it 
was  the  user-friendly  Mikeytom  Market. 

“I  have  taken  down  the  ‘For  Rent’  sign 
and  taken  it  off  the  rental  market  for  now,” 
says  Kung.  “At  this  point,  I  am  seriously 
contemplating  selling  the  property.  I  will 
entertain  any  reasonable  offer.  Just  write 
your  name  and  number,  put  it  into  an  en¬ 
velope,  and  drop  it  .in  the  store’s  mail 
slot.” 

®  s  s 

HOT FLASHES  from  Washington,  D.C.: 
Our  representative  in  Congress,  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Leader  Nancy  Pelosi,  e-mailed  the 
Voice  an  Earth  Day  greeting  and  a  warn¬ 
ing.  Pelosi  wrote,  “This  week,  the  Re¬ 
publicans  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
voted  to  open  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife 
[Refuge]  to  oil  drilling.  It  Is  sheer  folly  to 
spoil  this  unique  ecosystem  for  a  six- 
month  supply  of  oil.  If  this  pristine  envi¬ 
ronment  is  not  special  enough  to  save  for 
our  grandchildren,  what  is?” 

That’s  what  it  is,  folks.  Good  luck,  dear 
earth.  □ 


Providing  you  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  work. 

With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  than  "new  car"  results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 

SAVEfODAY] 

Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for 
10%  off  labor,  or 
for  insurance  jobs, 

10%  off  your  deductible. 


J.R.  Hubbard 

Owner 

www.SplectaAutoBody.com 


4050  Z4th  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114 


phone  415.282.Z665 
fax  415.282.7668 


po  you  cpArvqt  yoUK.  owr/ 

MOTOR 

OIL? 

TAKE  YOUR  USED  OIL  TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 


Bawiew  Hunters  Point 

S&C  Ford 

415-553-4400  -  211  Industrial  (@  Bayshore) 

ABC  Auto  Parts 

415-826-8676  -  1650  Davidson  Ave.  (@  Rankin)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Excelsior.  Portola,  Visitation  Valiev,  and  Crocker  Amazon 

SF  Recycling  &  Disposal 

(formerly  Sanitary  Landfill  Co.) 

415-330-1400  -  501  Tlinnel  (@  Recycle)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Kragen 

415-656-0696  -  2500  San  Bruno  (@  Felton) 

Incleside  and  Oceanview 

Kragen 

415-585-9800  -  1 150  Ocean  (@  Lee)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Mission.  Potrero  Hill  and  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer 

415-487-1740  -  198  Valencia  (@  Duboce) 

Kragen 

415-826-3773  -  3146  Mission  St  (@  Precita) 

Quality  Thne-up 

415-431-6550  -  490  S.  Van  Ness  (@l6th  St) 


Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  and  North  Beach 

Chevron 

415-441-2240  -  2465  Van  Ness  (@  Union) 

Jiffy  Lube 

415-922-7258  -  2030  Van  Ness  (@  Jackson) 

Mark  Morris  Tires 

415-673-3441  -  1200  Larkin  (@  Bush)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Port  of  SF 

Hyde  Street  Harbor  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Port  of  SF 

Fisherman's  Wharf  @  Pier  45  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Sunset 

Kragen 

415-682-9177  -  J150  Taraval  (@  32nd  Ave.) 

Chevron 

415-731-2733  -  1890  19th  Ave.  (@  Ortega) 

Pennzoil  10  Minute  Lube 

415-664-5823  -  1799  19th  Ave.  (@  Noriega)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Pete's  Unocal  76 

415-664-8727  -  3701  Noriega  (@  44th  Ave.) 

SF  Honda  9th  Avenue 

415-682-2900  -  1259  9th  Ave  (@  Irving) 


South  of  Market  and  Civic  Center 

Firestone 

415-621-4650  -  1501  Mission  (<§>  11th  St)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Jiffy  Lube 

415-255-0900  -  300  7th  St.  (@  Folsom)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Mark  Morris  Tires 

415-863-3939  -  1401  Mission  (@  10th  St)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

SF  Honda 

415-441-2000  -  10  S.  Van  Ness  (@  Market) 

Pacific  Heights  and  Marina 

Chevron 

415-567-1136  -  2500  California  St  (@  Steiner) 

SF  Honda  Marina 

415-346-7400  -  2098  Lombard  St.  (@  Fillmore)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 

Port  of  SF 

Marina  Harbor  parking  lot  (@  Buchanan  St.)  /  Accepts  oil  filters 


Richmond 

Jiffy  Lube 

415-750-0233  -  6099  Geary  (@  25th  Ave.) 

Kragen 

415-387-1783  -  6101  Geary  (@  25th  Ave.) 

T  »  R  76  -  II 

415-6684343  -  301  25th  Ave  (@  California) 

Firestone 

415-567-3311  -  2800  Geary  Blvd.  (@  Wood) 

Kragen 

415-668-5241  -  3855  Geary  Blvd.  (@  3rd  Ave.) 


SF  Environment 

Our  konw.  Our  dty.  Our  planet. 

Department  of  the  Environment 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  R  E  (I  Y  C  t  E 

www.sfenvironment.com  USED  Oil. 


For  more  information,  call  the  SF  Environment  hoHino:  (415)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board.  Coll  center  for  Hours  of  operation  and  quantities  accepted. 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230" 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  RO.  Box  31529,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 
p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(every  other  month — call  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Pam  Coxson,  648-4977 
Mailing  Address:  25  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Call  for  information.  The  annual 
Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  282-9918 

E-mail:  nemo@rcn.com 

Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 

Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94146 

Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 

month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  Noe 

Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7  p.m. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  205  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 


Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  Martine,  noestrolls@aol.com. 
Monthly  Stroll:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month, 

1  p.m.  To  receive  stroll  locations  and  notices 
of  other  events,  e-mail  your  first  name,  and 
your  baby’s  first  name  and  age,  to  noestrolls 
@aol.com  or  go  to  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Rafael  Mandelman,  648-4010 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month; 

Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Co-sponsor:  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  6  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 
kkdrew@yahoo.com;  Marian  Chatfield- 
Taylor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 
Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  6:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Bank  of  America,  24th  and  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contacts:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  route  for  a  5K 
run/walk  in  San  Francisco.)  For  information, 
go  to  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com. 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  C  A  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm),  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center, 
Day  and  Sanchez  streets,  7:30  p.m. 


PALM  SPRINGS? 


Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 


Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 


psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


9kS> 


(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 

After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be 
offering  a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both 
bed  &  breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

"Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 


Call 

415-821-0751 


8 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 


415-285-8588 


Week 


SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 

Official  California  Smog  Station 

Foreign  &  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 


12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  shuttle  service  to  and  from  BART, 
downtown  SF,  and  nearby  neighborhoods 

Basic  auto  repair  classes  •  Men  and  women  mechanics 
“Do-it-yourself”  membership  available 

DEPENDABLE,  GUARANTEED  WORK  AT  HONEST  PRICES 

* 

Used  car  pre-purchase  diagnostic  inspection  service 
Emission  systems  •  Smog  test  failure  diagnosis  and  repair 
Tune-up  •  Lube  service  •  Regular  maintenance 
Air  conditioning  and  heaters  •  Cooling  systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 
Timing  belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  repairs 
Electrical  problems  •  Rewiring  •  Short  circuits 
Window,  door,  and  vandalism  repairs  •  Four-wheel-drive  service 
Struts,  shocks,  suspension,  and  steering  •  CV  joint  and  axle  service 
Check  engine  light  •  Computer  diagnostics  •  Drivability  problems 
Engine  and  transmission  rebuilding  and  replacement 

(415)  285-8588 

6  I  I  Florida  Street 

Between  Harrison  and  Bryant,  near  1 8th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  AND  ATM  ACCEPTED 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 

SMOG 

CHECK 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


0 

AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE 


0 

BBB 


T*- 


Free 
Brake 
&  Safety 
Inspection 

($52  value) 


Oil  Change 
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^^pring  is  here  -  and  that  means  it’s  the  perfect  time  to 
plant  herbs  and  vegetables  in  your  garden.  We  have  a  great 
collection  of  tomato  plants  this  season.  Most  tomatoes  prefer 
hot  weather  over  our  foggy  environment,  so  we’ve  brought  in 


Food  tastes  better  with  fresh  herbs  -  and  we’ve  got  a  great 
assortment  of  culinary  herbs  to  both  beautify  your  garden  and 
spice  up  your  kitchen.  In  our  collection  we  have  sweet,  thai, 
and  spicy  basil,  as  well  as  six  different  types  of  thyme,  and 


varieties  that  don’t  require  too  much  heat  -  Stupice,  Early 
Girl,  and  Glacier  among  them. 


oregano.  We  also  have  a  great  collection  of  edible  plants 
including  artichokes,  squash,  and  strawberries. 


Palm  Broker 

TEL:  415.626.PALM  (7256) 
www.PalmBroker.com 

Palm  Trees  8  Exotic  Plants 
Palm  Installation  8  Consultation 


WINNER! 


uetteie  Sheet 

GARDENS 

TEL:  415.648.2670 
www.GuerreroStreetGardens.com 

Garden  Variety  8  Exotic  Plants 
Garden  Furniture  8  Furnishings 
Garden  Djesign  8  Installation 


BOTH  LOCATED  AT  1074  GUERRERO  STREET  (BETWEEN  22ND  AND  23RD  STREETS) 
Winter  Hours:  Mon-Sat  8:30-5:00.  Sun  10:00-5:00 
Please  call  ahead  if  it's  raining. 


Your  Convenient  Neighborhood  Storage! 


COUPON 


.50%  OFF 

1  FIRST  FULL  MONTH  1 


You  Simply  Can't  Afford 
to  Store  Anywhere  Else! 

•  Free  Parking  at  all  locations! 

•  24-hour  state-of-art  security 

•  Indoor  loading  dock/Drive-up  access 

•  Excellent  customer  referral  incentives 

•  We  accept  package  deliveries  for  you! 

•  We  sell  boxes 

190  Otis 
41  5.552.5751 

Open  7AM  to  7PM  Mon-Sat 

9AM  to  5PM  Sun 

♦  ^ 

1828  Egbert  Ave. 

41  5.508.1000 

Open  8:30AM  to  5:30PM  Mon-Sat 
and  9AM  to  5:30PM  Sun 


J  /«- 
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Outgrown  your  old  home? 


We  will  go  to  the  moon  to  help  you  find  a  new  one. 

A  '  \ 


4128  24th  Street  San  Francisco,  California  941 14  Telephone  415.550.1300  Fax  415.550.6729 

«  WWW.BJDROUBI.COM 


THE  LAST  PAGE 
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ABOUT  THE  AUTHOR 


San  Francisco 
writer  Pamela 
Holm  describes 
her  first  work  of 
fiction,  The 
Night  Garden ,  to 
be  released  by 
MacAdam/ Cage 
on  May  17,  as  a 
story  about 
“that  moment  in 
between  the  time 
a  person  decides 
to  make  a  change  and  when  things  actually 
do  change.  It  can  take  five  minutes  or  it  can 
take  five  years,”  she  says  with  a  smile. 

For  the  characters  in  her  novel,  self-trans¬ 
formation  doesn’t  come  easily.  One  of  the 
main  characters.  Dawn,  is  a  young  single 
mother  who  has  just  left  her  boyfriend  and 
is  now  living  in  a  Potrero  Hill  home  with 
her  9-year-old  daughter,  Jewel.  Though 
she’s  a  talented  painter,  Dawn  spends  her 
days  working  as  a  bug  exterminator.  As  she 
struggles  with  the  loneliness  of  being  single, 
she  begins  to  plant  a  garden  in  her  new 
back  yard,  working  at  night  because  it’s  the 
only  free  time  she  has. 

Holm,  43,  knows  her  material  well. 
Although  she’s  never  been  an  exterminator 
(her  father,  however,  was  a  plumber,  and 
Holm  says  her  sensibilities  are  working- 
class),  the  San  Jose  native  lived  for  many 
years  on  Potrero  Hill,  raising  daughter  Cara, 
20,  on  her  own.  She  now  calls  the  Mission 
District  home. 

In  2002,  Holm  made  a  big  splash  with 
her  first  book,  a  nonfiction  memoir  titled 
The  Toaster  Broke ,  So  We’re  Getting  Married 
(also  published  by  MacAdam/ Cage).  The 
book,  described  as  “humorous  and  touch¬ 
ing”  by  the  New  York  Times,  is  a  first-person 
account  of  Holm’s  wending  path  to  hus¬ 
band  Denzil  Muyers,  whom  she  married 
four  years  ago.  It  also  doubles  as  a  how-to 
(or  how-not-to)  book  on  planning  a 
wedding. 

During  her  1 6  years  in  San  Francisco, 
Holm  has  also  written  numerous  personal 
essays,  published  in  media  ranging  from  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  to  Violet  magazine 
to  the  online  salon  Freshyarn.com.  When 
not  talespinning  herself,  she  teaches  creative 
writing  classes. 

Currently,  she’s  producing  a  musical  play 
she’s  written  called  Lovesick ,  which  will  run 
the  first  three  weekends  in  July  at  the  Dark 
Room  theater  on  Mission  Street. 

“I  call  it  the  cat  allergy  musical,”  she  says. 
Further  elucidation:  It’s  about  a  lonely 
woman  whose  cat  seems  to  thwart  all  the 
woman’s  efforts  at  meeting  someone.  For 
more  information,  go  to  Holm’s  web  site, 
www. pamelaholm.  com. 

Holm  will  read  and  sign  copies  of  The 
Night  Garden ,  at  Cover  to  Cover  Book¬ 
sellers,  1307  Castro  Street,  on  June  3  at  7 
p.m.  An  excerpt  is  printed  at  right. 

— Olivia  Boler 


The  Night  Garden 
by  Pamela  Holm. 
Excerpt  published 
with  permission. 
Copyright  ©  2005 
MacAdam/Cage, 
San  Francisco. 
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The  Night  Garden 

AN  EXCERPT  FROM  THE  NOVEL  BY  PAMELA  HOLM 


The  morning  traffic  crept  along, 
winding  through  the  city  like  ter¬ 
mites.  As  Dawn  drove  across 
town  from  her  daughter’s  school  in  Pa¬ 
cific  Heights  to  her  first  client  in  Noe 
Valley,  she  watched  the  styles  transform. 
Like  indigenous  cultures  where  the 
weave  of  the  cloth  changes  from  village 
to  village,  signifying  who  belongs  to 
which  tribe,  San  Francisco  residents  ex¬ 
hibited  a  fashion  solidarity  that  marked 
them  as  being  from  one  neighborhood 
or  the  other. 

Dawn  drove  past  the  women  in  Pa¬ 
cific  Heights,  clicking  their  way  to  the 
bus  stop  in  pointy  heals  and  ponchos. 
Through  the  Fillmore,  where  the  boys 
looked  like  Ewoks  in  hooded  sweatshirts 
and  beltless  jeans  four  sizes  too  large, 
held  up  by  a  fistful  of  denim  as  they 
walked  liked  they  needed  a  diaper 
change.  She  drove  down  Divisadero 
until  it  crossed  Market  and  turned  into 
Castro,  the  queer  mecca,  where  currency 
is  measured  in  muscle  mass.  Dawn 
passed  through  the  Mission,  which 
hosted  the  unlikely  combination  of 
Latino  gangland  chic  and  lesbians  cam¬ 
ouflaged  as  12-year-old  boys. 

It  was  easy  to  spot  someone  who  had 
wandered  out  of  their  jurisdiction — like 
the  tourists  who’d  escaped  Fisherman’s 
Wharf,  the  city’s  tourist  containment 
area,  standing  on  windblown  street  cor¬ 
ners  across  the  city  wearing  khaki  shorts 
and  sweatshirts  they’d  bought  from 
street  vendors  when  they  realized  their 
California  destination  was  inhospitably 
freezing. 

Swirling  red  and  blue  lights  marked  an 
accident  on  Dolores  Street  and  offered 
an  explanation  for  the  knot  of  cars  that 
had  slowed  to  a  crawl.  As  Dawn  rolled 
past  the  chaos,  she  craned  her  neck  to  get 
a  glimpse  of  someone  having  a  worse  day 
than  she  was.  A  car  had  run  up  onto  the 
grassy  median  that  divided  the  road  and 
buckled  against  the  trunk  of  one  of  the 
30-foot  palm  trees  that  had  lorded  over 
the  street  for  generations.  An  orange¬ 
haired  woman  leaned  against  a  police  car 
looking  stunned  and  confused. 

Dawn  feared  she  had  been  wearing 
that  same  expression  a  lot  these  days. 
There  was  nothing  particularly  tragic 
about  her  life,  but  while  others  seemed 
to  stay  on  the  road  toward  their  destina¬ 
tion,  she  kept  ending  up  sideways  on  the 
embankment,  facing  oncoming  traffic, 
or  leaning  against  the  guardrail  stunned 
and  confused. 

Life  had  always  held  an  accidental 
quality  for  Dawn,  unfolding  in  a  series 
of  surprises  rather  than  plans  coming  to 
fruition.  Breaking  up  with  David  was 
one  her  few  measured  decisions,  but 
now,  in  the  throes  of  her  descent  back  to 
single  life,  the  whole  thing  felt  as  acci¬ 
dental  as  any  shipwreck  she’d  ever  swum 
away  from. 

David  was  a  large  man,  large  in  stature 
and  attitude.  He  took  up  space,  he  filled 
rooms,  he  filled  Whole  houses  in  the 
same  way  he  filled  his  studio  with  paint¬ 
ings.  David  stood  over  six  feet  tall  and 
could  easily  carry  the  extra  60  pounds 
that  hugged  his  frame.  He  smoked,  he 
drank.  He  spoke  with  a  booming  voice 
that  annihilated  conversations.  David’s 
convictions  were  immutable,  bold,  often 


offensive,  and  he  had  no  inclination  to 
edit  them  or  soften  his  delivery.  Yet  peo¬ 
ple  were  drawn  to  him,  and  in  the  light 
of  their  adoration  he  grew  even  larger. 

During  the  course  of  their  relation¬ 
ship,  Dawn  had  watched  her  friend¬ 
ships,  one  after  the  next,  suffer  at  the 
hands  of  David’s  blanket  statements  and 
brutish  comments,  until  her  world  had 
been  whittled  down  to  a  small  collection 
of  thick-skinned  people  who  were  taken 
by  David’s  charisma  and  who  now  dis¬ 
approved  of  her  decision  to  leave  him. 

There  had  been  no  choice.  Dawn  had 
felt  herself  collapsing  under  David’s 
weight  for  years.  Her  desires  swallowed, 
dwarfed.  Still,  Dawn  found  it  difficult  to 
reconcile  the  fact  that  the  man  she  loved 
was  simply  too  much.  She  had  a  history 
of  leaving  men  who  werent  enough,  but 
she  had  no  reference  point  for  leaving 
someone  because  they  were  too  much. 

Dawn’s  Acme  Pest  Control  truck 
slowly  rolled  past  the  accident.  She 
would  be  10  minutes  late  for  her  first  ap¬ 
pointment,  but  hoped  they  wouldn’t 
mind;  people  were  generally  forgiving 
when  they  found  a  tall  woman  with 
raven  hair  standing  on  their  doorstep 
dressed  in  white  and  loaded  down  with 
poison. 

A  woman  with  salt-and-pepper 
hair  that  framed  her  face  like  a  li¬ 
brarian  led  Dawn  to  the  kitchen 
while  complaining  about  the  stench  of 
mice.  When  Dawn  opened  the  cabinet, 
a  flurry  of  mice  dashed  in  all  directions. 
It  was  easy  for  her  to  imagine  how  her 
clients  could  have  let  things  get  to  this 
point.  She’d  seen  it  over  and  over,  peo¬ 
ple  seduced  into  inaction  by  their  in¬ 
truders’  twitchy  noses  and  translucent 
ears,  the  soft  gray  down  of  their  fur,  and 
their  slender  flicking  tails.  It  was  easy  to 
be  lulled  into  passivity  by  their  monu¬ 
mental  cuteness,  a  survival  technique 
Dawn  suspected  worked  only  in  mouse- 
to-human  contact.  She’d  grown  up  with 
the  cartoons  too,  and  could  effortlessly 
spin  elaborate  tales  about  mice  that  use 
wooden  thread  spools  for  tables  and 
sleep  in  tiny  matchbox  beds,  and  when 
humans  aren’t  looking,  they  dress  up  in 
clothes  and  speak  with  French  accents. 
People  were  hard-pressed  to  admit  the 
small  rodents  were  three-dimensional, 
let  alone  consider  them  a  problem,  until 
it  was  too  late'  and  the  stench  of  mouse 
piss  permeated  the  house.  It  was  usually 
at  this  point  that  compassion  failed 
them  and  the  exterminator  was  sum¬ 
moned. 

“You’ve  got  a  few  choices  here,”  Dawn 
explained  while  closing  the  cabinet  door. 
“The  easiest  would  be  to  get  a  cat.” 

“I’m  allergic  to  cats,”  the  librarian  an¬ 
swered  flatly. 

“Okay  then,  I  can  lay  some  sticky 
traps.” 

“How  does  that  work?” 

“They  capture  the  mice,”  Dawn  said. 
“Then  we  come  back  and  exchange  the 
traps  for  new  ones.”  The  12-by- 12-inch 
trays  of  glue,  in  which  the  mice  became 
lodged,  then  dislocated  their  limbs,  and 
eventually  starved  to  death,  were  never 
worth  Fully  explaining  to  clients.  Sticky 
traps  sounded  much  kinder. 

“Or  I  can  set  out  some  poison.  The 


problem  with  poison  is  the  mice  tend  to 
die  just  out  of  arm’s  reach,  so  the  house 
might  smell  a  bit  gamy  for  a  while.” 

The  librarian  squished  up  her  nose 
like  a  rabbit. 

“The  most  humane  thing  to  do  is  set 
up  a  few  have-a-heart  traps.  They  catch 
the  mice  but  don’t  kill  them.  Every  day, 
you  empty  the  trap  outside  and  hope 
they  don’t  find  their  way  back  in.” 

The  woman  listened  intently  and 
nodded. 

“If  we  go  with  the  humane  plan,  We 
need  to  find  where  the  mice  are  getting 
in  and  seal  it  off.  What’s  on  the  other 
side  of  this  wall?”  Dawn  asked. 

“The  back  yard.” 

“Let’s  take  a  look.” 

They  stepped  into  the  back  yard,  a 
beautifully  manicured  oasis  of  deep 
greens  and  browns.  Dawn  crouched 
down  beneath  the  kitchen  window  and 
bent  a  tangle  of  weeds  out  of  the  way. 
“This  looks  like  it,”  Dawn  said,  pointing 
to  a  gap  between  the  sidewall  and  the 
foundation.  She  pulled  some  steel  wool 
from  her  pocket  and  shoved  it  into  the 
small  hole.  The  back  of  Dawn’s  hand 
brushed  against  something  prickly. 
“Ouch.”  She  yanked  her  hand  away 
quickly  and  rubbed  it  as  white  mounds 
erupted  on  her  skin. 

“Stinging  nettles,”  the  librarian  said. 
“It’s  a  tenacious  weed,  and  hard  to  get  rid 
of  because  the  consequences  of  getting 
near  it  are  so  unpleasant.”  She  bent 
down  and  sifted  through  the  weeds. 
“But  nature  is  very  kind,”  she  said, 
plucking  a  fuzzy  leaf  off  its  stem  and 
rubbing  it  across  the  welts  on  Dawn’s 
hand.  “She  never  gives  you  a  problem 
without  leaving  a  solution  close  at 
hand.” 

“That’s  encouraging,”  Dawn  said, 
watching  the  hives  retreat.  She  looked 
around  the  yard.  Everything  was  lush 
and  tidy,  a  deep  green  fortress  hidden 
from  the  city  traffic,  which  whooshed  by 
beyond  the  fence.  Pink  flowers  clung 
like  corsages  to  the  waxy  leaves  of  a  tree. 
Brilliant  ground  cover  grew  in  a  soft  bed 
around  silvery  bushes.  A  path  mean¬ 
dered  toward  the  corner  of  the  yard, 
where  a  waterfall  trickled  down  stones 
and  into  a  pond.  Dawn  thought  of  her 
own  yard  and  started  to  form  the  vaguest 
vision  of  how  to  tame  the  unruly  mess. 
“Your  yard  is  beautiful,”  Dawn  said, 
walking  toward  the  flowering  tree. 

“What’s  this?”  Dawn  pointed  to  a  low 
tree  loaded  with  drooping  trumpets  the 
color  of  butter. 

“That’s  called  brugmansia,  or  angel 
trumpet;  the  flowers  are  very  poisonous. 
In  Haiti  they  use  them  to  turn  people 
into  zombies.” 

“Really?”  Dawn  tipped  a  flower  so  she 
could  see  inside. 

“They’re  pollinated  by  bats.” 

Dawn  let  go  of  the  blossom  quickly,  as 
if  she’d  had  a  bat’s  wing  in  her  hand.  “I 
thought  prettier  things  did  that  work.” 

“In  the  daytime  they  do,  but  night¬ 
time  plants  are  the  domain  of  bats  and 
moths.” 

“My  garden’s  such  a  mess  I  doubt  that 
even  bats  and  moths  would  have  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it.  I  wouldn’t  know 
where  to  start.” 

“You  get  yourself  a  pair  of  leather 
gloves  and  go  at  it  a  little  at  a  time,”  the 
librarian  advised.  “I  did  most  of  this  while 
my  husband  was  in  chemotherapy.” 

“Is  he  all  right?” 

“No,  he  didn’t  make  it.  But  I  did,”  she 
said  with  a  mix  of  sadness  and  triumph. 

Dawn  wrote  out  an  invoice  and  left 
with  a  gardening  catalog  tucked  into  her 
bag. 
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